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1. Worship Scenes in the Apocalypse 
 

 
If I were John the Apostle, chained, and manacled on the Felons Isle of Patmos J  
 
 a prisoner of Roman justice, I do not know what I would have done?  
 
 

For sure I would have prayed. I hope that I would have remained faithful. Better still 

that many of my fellow prisoners would have come to know of my faith in Jesus. But to 

meet the risen Lord face to face - what would that have been like [see on Revelation 

1:17]? What would I have done? Fallen at his feet? Prostrated myself in complete 

humility? Become as a dead man as John did? Yes surely that would have been my 

ᴪᴝᴫᴨᴧᴦᴫᴝ- ᴔᴧᴭᴤᴜ ᴡᴬ ᴦᴧᴬ ᴚᴝ ᴙᴦᴱ ᴀᴠᴪᴡᴫᴬᴡᴙᴦMᴫ ᴨᴪᴝᴞᴝᴪᴪᴝᴜ ᴨᴧᴫᴡᴬᴡᴧᴦ> ᴆ ᴠᴙᴮᴝ ᴧᴞᴬᴝᴦ ᴨᴡᴛᴬᴭᴪᴝᴜ 

ᴥᴱᴫᴝᴤᴞ ᴞᴙᴤᴤᴡᴦᴟ ᴙᴬ ᴇᴝᴫᴭᴫM ᴞᴝᴝᴬ- ᴆMᴥ ᴦᴧᴬ ᴫᴭᴪᴝ ᴬᴠᴝᴪᴝ ᴡᴫ ᴥᴭᴛᴠ ᴝᴤᴫᴝ ᴆ ᴛᴧᴭᴤᴜ ᴜᴧ- 

 

When we meet Lord Jesus face to face our worship will not be rendered as a duty - It 

will be a necessity. It will arise from a real sense of admiration for him, a deep feeling 

of unworthiness, or worse a dread of judgment to come. 

 

When we meet him it will be with nothing hidden, but all revealed. Every secret of our 

hearts will be known, and the cry of my heart will be ᴿᴉᴧᴪᴜ ᴫᴙᴮᴝ ᴥᴝ-ᵀ ᴌᴪ+ ᴿᴉᴧᴪᴜ ᴆ 

worship you as the only ᴧᴦᴝ ᴯᴧᴪᴬᴠᴱ ᴧᴞ ᴥᴱ ᴨᴪᴙᴡᴫᴝ-ᵀ No one can meet Jesus without 
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something deep and profound happening inside. 

 

As we will consider, John came to some sublime insights into Jesus on that special 

day. Whether he was taking a rest from forced labour, or whether he was too old to 

really do anything of use in the Roman mines of Patmos, we will not know until we 

ᴥᴝᴝᴬ ᴠᴡᴥ ᴡᴦ ᴠᴝᴙᴮᴝᴦ- ᴔᴠᴙᴬ ᴯᴝ ᴜᴧ ᴣᴦᴧᴯ ᴡᴫ ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴇᴧᴠᴦMᴫ ᴠᴝᴙᴪᴬ ᴯᴙᴫ ᴬᴭᴦᴝᴜ ᴡᴦᴬᴧ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴄᴧᴜ 

frequency, and on that day he received the greatest revelation ever given to humankind. 

 

The apocalypse is a love letter from Christ through his apostle to his church on earth. 

Some of the pictures may seem hard. Lakes of fire, beasts and dragons etc, but they 

are the language of love. Love is always realistic. God wants his people to be prepared 

for what they will face in the battle between good and evil.  

 

Any study of the Revelation has to wrestle with its code language, because code was 

the only way to successfully get the messages of the book safely to its destination. The 

church was under siege through the brutal emperor Domitian. Our present study will be 

considering the theme of worship which is at the core of apocalyptic truth. And that 

message has to be delivered and understood [Revelation 1:3]. 

 

ᴑᴠᴝ ᴯᴧᴪᴜ ᴿᴙᴨᴧᴛᴙᴤᴱᴨᴫᴝᵀ ᴡᴫ ᴡᴥᴨᴧᴪᴬᴙᴦᴬ ᴬᴧ ᴛᴧᴥᴨᴪᴝᴠᴝᴦᴜ- ᴆᴬ ᴧᴪᴡᴟᴡᴦᴙᴤᴤᴱ ᴛᴧᴥᴝᴫ ᴞᴪᴧᴥ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴄᴪᴝᴝᴣ 

ᴯᴧᴪᴜ ᴿ׳ᴍᴌᴈ׳ᴉᴒᴍᴑᴌᴐᵀ ᴯᴠᴡᴛᴠ ᴠᴙᴫ ᴬᴠᴝ meaning of R a revealingT, or aRn uncovering of 
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that which was mysterious and unknown until it was disclosedT. [1]  

 

The portrayals ᴧᴞ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴙᴨᴧᴛᴙᴤᴱᴨᴫᴝ ᴙᴪᴝ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴯᴙᴱ ᴧᴞ ᴟᴡᴮᴡᴦᴟ ᴭᴫ ᴙ ᴟᴤᴡᴥᴨᴫᴝ ᴧᴞ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴯᴧᴪᴫᴠᴡᴨ 

due to Him in the future age. It is pictured as radically different to that of this present 

age. As we acquaint ourselves with it we will find that it challenges the reader to re-

evaluate his life. As believersM we are called to live with an awareness of the life of the 

future in the present. 

 

With this in mind let us begin with a brief survey of key passages. You may wish to 

read each of them in full as we progress. 

 

1. A Vision of Christ - Revelation 1:9 - 20 

 

John sees Christ in his exalted form. His response is to be totally overcome. 

 

 

All revelation is an uncovering of the majestic person of Christ. Worship begins by 

seeing ourselves for what we are in comparison to Jesus. This results in total 

devastation because of the encounter. It is at this point that we will know that our 

perception of God is far too small. 
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ᴆᴦ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴌᴤᴜ ᴑᴝᴫᴬᴙᴥᴝᴦᴬ ᴯᴝ ᴪᴝᴙᴜ ᴙᴚᴧᴭᴬ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴨᴪᴧᴨᴠᴝᴬ ᴆᴫᴙᴡᴙᴠMᴫ ᴪᴝᴫᴨᴧᴦᴫᴝ ᴬᴧ ᴙ ᴮᴡᴫᴡᴧᴦ ᴠᴝ ᴠᴙᴜ 

of God, when he saw him in all his glory.  He said: 

 

ᴿᴔᴧᴝ ᴡᴫ ᴥᴝ! ᴃᴧᴪ ᴆ ׳ᴥ ᴤᴧᴫᴬ: ᴞᴧᴪ ᴆ ᴙᴥ ᴙ ᴥᴙᴦ ᴧᴞ ᴭᴦᴛᴤᴝᴙᴦ ᴤᴡᴨᴫ+ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴆ 

dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have 

ᴫᴝᴝᴦ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴈᴡᴦᴟ+ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴉᴧᴪᴜ ᴧᴞ ᴠᴧᴫᴬᴫ!ᵀ @ᴆᴫᴙᴡᴙᴠ 894 ᴏᴐᴓB- 

 

However, God never leaves us on the floor grovelling, although this is the place that we 

may begin.  Rather he gives us the strength and confidence to stand up and walk in 

the presence of his smile of grace [see on Isaiah 9:6 and Revelation 1:17,18]. In order 

for a patient with cancer to be treated she needs to accept the diagnosis given to her 

by her doctor. The doctor cannot operate without her cooperation. It is the same with 

us, we need to know that we are sinners, who if left to ourselves without divine surgery 

we will be lost ᴬᴧ ᴝᴬᴝᴪᴦᴙᴤ ᴤᴡᴞᴝ ᴡᴦ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴨᴪᴝᴫᴝᴦᴛᴝ forever. John and Isaiah needed to 

know their need of help and that God was the only being in the universe who could 

offer it! 

 

2. Worship that is due to the Father - Revelation 4:1 - 11 

 

John is transported from his earthly surroundings into the very presence of God. He 

ᴝᴰᴨᴝᴪᴡᴝᴦᴛᴝᴫ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴯᴧᴪᴫᴠᴡᴨ ᴯᴠᴡᴛᴠ ᴡᴫ ᴟᴡᴮᴝᴦ ᴿᴬᴧ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴧᴦᴝ ᴯᴠᴧ ᴫᴡᴬᴫ ᴭᴨᴧᴦ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴬᴠᴪᴧᴦᴝᵀ 
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[Revelation 4:2].  

 

It fits the chain of revelation that the worshipper discovers Father God through His glory 

shining in the face of Christ [2 Corinthians 4:1-5]. John is not ready to enter into the 

presence of the Creator until he first prostrates his being in submission to the Saviour 

[Revelation 1:17]. And this self prostration is a process, not just a single event. Jesus 

is the way, truth and life [John 14:6]. His journey led to a cross, and it was a journey 

marked by many challenges. To know Jesus is to know that we are not worthy, that we 

are sinners in need of a Saviour. Once we have joined ourselves to Jesus by accepting 

forgiveness by what he did on the cross then we can be raised to newness of life by 

ᴀᴠᴪᴡᴫᴬ+ ᴯᴝ ᴛᴙᴦ ᴬᴠᴝᴦ ᴫᴬᴙᴪᴬ ᴬᴧ ᴝᴦᴬᴝᴪ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴛᴧᴭᴪᴬᴫ ᴯᴡᴬᴠ ᴬᴠᴙᴦᴣᴫᴟᴡᴮᴡᴦᴟ ᴡᴦ ᴧᴭᴪ ᴠᴝᴙrts 

[Revelation 1:17]. 

 

I had a good friend whom I met through his wife who worshipped at one of my 

churches. We often played Badminton together. He was not a believer, and when he 

ᴚᴝᴛᴙᴥᴝ ᴧᴦᴝ ᴤᴙᴬᴝᴪ ᴡᴬ ᴜᴡᴜᴦMᴬ ᴠᴙᴨᴨᴝᴦ ᴧᴮᴝᴪ ᴦᴡᴟᴠᴬ. Although in the end he formed a 

relationship with Jesus to my great pleasure, it was after a journey which required 

friendship with people who loved Jesus so that he could find the reality of Jesus in their 

lives, and want it for himself. So often we want to rush people to Christ. We are so 

impatient. We almost demand a quick conversion, and a rapid progress, which as it 

were, sets up the expectation that new Christians should mature to the point that they 
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can easily overcome all their problems. Let us remember that John had this vision, in 

which he was transported into the throne room of God, at the end of his long Christian 

life. He was about 90 years old when he had these wonderful experiences. Christian 

life is not based on living with continuous highs, it has peaks and troughs. This was a 

ᴟᴪᴝᴙᴬ ᴨᴝᴙᴣ ᴡᴦ ᴇᴧᴠᴦMᴫ ᴝᴰᴨᴝᴪᴡᴝᴦᴛᴝ- ״ᴭᴬ ᴡᴬ ᴛᴙᴥᴝ ᴙᴞᴬᴝᴪ ᴥᴙᴦᴱ ᴱᴝᴙᴪᴫ ᴧᴞ ᴭᴨᴫ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴜᴧᴯᴦᴫ- ׳ᴦᴜ 

the most wonderful thing is that John was humble enough to still accept that he needed 

ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴠᴝᴤᴨ ᴝᴮᴝᴪᴱ ᴫᴬᴝᴨ ᴧᴞ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴯᴙᴱ; his prostration at the feet of Jesus demonstrates his 

ᴫᴝᴤᴞ ᴝᴫᴬᴡᴥᴙᴬᴡᴧᴦ ᴙᴞᴬᴝᴪ ᴥᴙᴦᴱ ᴱᴝᴙᴪᴫ ᴧᴞ ᴜᴧᴡᴦᴟ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴉᴧᴪᴜMᴫ ᴯᴡᴤᴤ [see on Revelation 1:17 - 18]. 

 

Some Christians want to see God do great and exciting things [perhaps we all do - 

ᴆMᴮᴝ ᴟᴧᴬ ᴥᴱ ᴬᴧᴦᴟᴭᴝ ᴡᴦ ᴥᴱ ᴛᴠᴝᴝᴣB- ᴋᴧᴬ ᴢᴭᴫᴬ ᴦᴧᴯ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴬᴠᴝᴦ+ ᴚᴭᴬ ᴞᴪᴝᴩᴭᴝᴦᴬᴤᴱ- They may be 

termed as thrill seekers. They can be easily identified. They are never happy in one 

church, or one job, or one place for too long. They have to keep on moving on, looking 

for the next high, like drug addicts seek their next fix. What are they addicted to? God 

or the goodies? Yes it is true that we should look to God to achieve what we find 

impossible for ourselves, but motives count. What about when God plans a garden of 

ᴄᴝᴬᴠᴫᴝᴥᴙᴦᴝ ᴞᴧᴪ ᴭᴫ+ ᴯᴠᴝᴪᴝ ᴯᴝ ᴠᴙᴮᴝ ᴬᴧ ᴫᴙᴱ ᴿᴋᴧᴬ ᴥᴱ ᴯᴡᴤᴤ ᴚᴭᴬ ᴱᴧᴭᴪᴫ ᴚᴝ ᴜᴧᴦᴝᵀ @ᴉuke 

11931B- ᴔᴝ ᴙᴤᴤ ᴯᴙᴦᴬ ᴬᴧ ᴞᴡᴦᴜ ᴧᴭᴪᴫᴝᴤᴮᴝᴫ ᴚᴝᴞᴧᴪᴝ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴯᴧᴦᴜᴝᴪᴞᴭᴤ ᴬᴠᴪᴧᴦᴝ+ ᴚᴭᴬ ᴙᴬ ᴬᴡᴥᴝᴫ 

being before it means sorrow not joy, because it can mean giving something up, rather 

than getting a goodie bag. 
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ᴆᴦ ᴇᴧᴠᴦMᴫ ᴤᴧᴦᴟ ᴤᴡᴞᴝ ᴠᴝ ᴠᴙᴜ ᴧᴞᴬᴝᴦ ᴫᴭᴞᴞᴝᴪᴝᴜ- ᴆᴦ ᴞᴙᴛᴬ ᴡᴬ ᴡᴫ recorded that the Apostles were 

beaten for their faith among many other experiences. One early tradition suggests that 

John was thrown into a vat of boiling oil by the emperor Domitian. John had learnt that 

worshipping Jesus with his total being meant taking up his cross daily and following 

him. It meant pain as much as it meant pleasure to serve God. But John had learnt to 

ᴚᴝ ᴡᴦ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴨᴪᴝᴫᴝᴦᴛᴝ ᴬᴠᴪᴧᴭᴟᴠ good and bad, just as the apostle Paul had. Listen to 

ᴍᴙᴭᴤMᴫ ᴯᴧᴪᴜᴫ ᴯᴠᴡᴛᴠ ᴫᴭᴥ ᴭᴨ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴤᴝᴫᴫᴧᴦᴫ ᴠᴝ ᴠᴙᴜ ᴤᴝᴙᴪᴦᴬ: 

 

ᴿᴋᴧᴬ ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴆ ᴛᴧᴥᴨᴤᴙᴡᴦ ᴧᴞ ᴯᴙᴦᴬ: ᴞᴧᴪ ᴆ ᴠᴙᴮᴝ ᴤᴝᴙᴪᴦᴝᴜ+ ᴡᴦ ᴯᴠᴙᴬᴝᴮᴝᴪ ᴫᴬᴙᴬᴝ ᴆ ᴙᴥ+ ᴬᴧ ᴚᴝ 

 ᴛᴧᴦᴬᴝᴦᴬ-ᵀ @ᴍᴠᴡᴤ- 3900 ᴏᴐᴓB- 

 

3. Worship due to the Son - Revelation 5:1 - 14 

Jesus is highlighted as the only one worthy of our worship. Only he is to be permitted 

to open ᴬᴠᴝ ᴥᴱᴫᴬᴡᴛ ᴫᴝᴙᴤᴫ ᴞᴧᴭᴦᴜ ᴡᴦ ᴠᴡᴫ ᴃᴙᴬᴠᴝᴪMᴫ ᴠᴙᴦᴜ- ᴑᴠᴝᴫᴝ ᴫᴝᴙᴤᴫ ᴭᴦᴛᴧᴮᴝᴪ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴥᴱᴫᴬᴝᴪᴡᴝᴫ 

ᴧᴞ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴨᴤᴙᴦ ᴞᴧᴪ ᴧᴭᴪ ᴯᴧᴪᴤᴜ- ᴔᴡᴬᴠᴧᴭᴬ ᴇᴝᴫᴭᴫM ᴫᴙᴛᴪᴡᴞᴡᴛᴝ ᴧᴦ Calvary there would be no 

unveiling of the future for man. 

 

Moreover, by this means, the key to our view of the worship due to God in the future 

age is manifested. Without him we will never be able to gain access to God. Every 

other being in the universe clearly is unworthy of worship, only Christ, as one of the 

eternal three, is able to open the hidden glimpses of that which he offers to us as a gift 



 

 

 

10 

Page 10 of  179 

of grace. He does this for our guidance and protection. 

 

Alexander [called the Great by many], saw himself as a man of destiny. He considered 

that his life was mapped out for him by the hand of God. He achieved with a few 

thousand men what no other man had ever done in war. In one battle against the 

Persian king Darius III he defeated half a million soldiers with 40 or 50 thousand men. 

Odds of about 12 to 1. Why did he do this? Because he was a man of destiny or 

because he believed it? Probably because of his belief. Yet he died at 30 years of 

age. From military glory to the ashes of death. So it is with all humanly generated 

destinies, but not so with God.  

 

ᴑᴠᴝ ׳ᴨᴧᴛᴙᴤᴱᴨᴫᴝ ᴫᴠᴧᴯᴫ ᴭᴫ ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴡᴞ ᴯᴝ ᴚᴝᴤᴡᴝᴮᴝ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴟᴪᴝᴙᴬ ᴜᴝᴫᴬᴡᴦᴱ ᴞᴧᴪ ᴭᴫ then we will 

overcome ᴝᴮᴝᴦ ᴜᴝᴙᴬᴠ ᴡᴬᴫᴝᴤᴞ+ ᴚᴝᴛᴧᴥᴡᴦᴟ ᴜᴯᴝᴤᴤᴝᴪᴫ ᴡᴦ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴝᴬᴝᴪᴦᴙᴤ ᴨᴪᴝᴫᴝᴦᴛᴝ[Revelation 

1900B- ᴔᴝ ᴯᴡᴤᴤ ᴚᴝᴛᴧᴥᴝ ᴙ ᴨᴠᴱᴫᴡᴛᴙᴤ ᴨᴙᴪᴬ ᴧᴞ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴣᴡᴦᴟᴜᴧᴥ ᴯᴠᴡᴛᴠ ᴯᴡᴤᴤ ᴦᴝᴮᴝᴪ ᴝᴦᴜ+ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴯᴝ 

will never know any more pain or war or suffering or death [Revelation 21]. Now that 

really is a destiny, and it is 100% yours and mine. 

 

4. Worship as prayer and pain - Revelation 6:9 - 11 

 

In this passage we find ourselves listening to the petition of the souls of martyrs in the 

time of the opening of the fifth seal. 
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It is under the pains of this revelation that a prayer of intense human suffering is 

screamed out to the Creator. Real worship has to come from the depths of intimate 

communion with God. Only when we are honest with him concerning our deepest pain, 

and suffering, can a depth relationship evolve. It is as the Son becomes incarnate in 

our world of misery, joy and pain [and all the bits in between], that we can know that 

he really empathizes with us at the deepest of all human levels of anguish and 

exhilaration. He alone is able to transform our present experiences to new perceptions 

about God and the quality of life found in him- ᴔᴝ ᴛᴙᴦᴦᴧᴬ ᴣᴦᴧᴯ ᴇᴝᴫᴭᴫM ᴤᴧᴮᴝ ᴭᴦᴤᴝᴫᴫ ᴯᴝ 

let Him heal our deepest wounds - and transform the complete spectrum of human 

reality into a new story built on the God theme. 

 

There is a certain brand of Christian belief about worship which teaches people that 

real worship means good emotional highs. This is worship for some, and this is what 

they expect on a Sunday morning. However real worship is not just this. It is rather the 

whole spectrum of human responses to God in every emotional state we find ourselves 

in; as we react to what life throws at us. Real worship is when we put God in the 

highest place whether we are in pain or an ecstatic seventh heaven. The Devil can use 

false unilateral definitions of worship experience to dupe us into thinking that we are 

failing to worship God properly a lot of the time. And this is because none of us can 

ever be on a continual high. We must be realistic. God is in the highs and the lows. 



 

 

 

12 

Page 12 of  179 

Christian leaders need to teach their congregations to recognise that worship is not an 

emotional state, but an attitude of mind, which sets God in the highest place in every 

aspect of human daily life; with the result that the people of God learn to exercise faith 

in God whatever their circumstances. We need to be equipped to offer God our worship 

even when we feel intensely conflicted. 

 

 

My Mother, Sylvia Hardy, had it often said of her suffering [she was severely disabled 

with rheumatoid arthritis, and in constant pain], that her ability to cope with life with a 

smile gave others courage to cope with lesser problems. What many did not 

immediately realise was that it was her deep relationship with Jesus that had given her 

the strength to go on. Because he had suffered she found strength in him to suffer with 

real courage. It is not those who go through life getting it all easy that capture our 

attention, but it is those who get through against the odds. People who face the 

challenges of life with courage are the ones who win our admiration. 

 

ᴊᴱ ᴥᴧᴬᴠᴝᴪMᴫ ᴮᴧᴡᴛᴝ ᴥᴙᴱ ᴯᴝᴤᴤ ᴙᴬ ᴬᴡᴥᴝᴫ ᴠᴙᴮᴝ ᴢᴧᴡᴦᴝᴜ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴛᴪᴱ ᴧᴞ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴫᴧᴭᴤᴫ ᴧᴞ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴫᴭᴞᴞᴝᴪᴡᴦᴟ 

ᴭᴦᴜᴝᴪ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴫᴱᴥᴚᴧᴤᴡᴛ ᴙᴤᴬᴝᴪ- ᴐᴠᴝ ᴨᴪᴧᴚᴙᴚᴤᴱ ᴙᴫᴣᴝᴜ ᴿᴯᴠᴱ ᴥᴝ>ᵀ ״ᴭᴬ ᴝᴮᴝᴦ ᴡᴞ ᴫᴠᴝ ᴜᴡᴜ ᴙᴫᴣ 

such things, I know that she had also found the answer that it was all for the sake of 

Jesus her Lord who himself had suffered on a cross of unbearable suffering the sins of 

the whole world. The cross is the complete means in getting us on the road to our 
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destiny, and the resurrectᴡᴧᴦ ᴡᴫ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴟᴭᴙᴪᴙᴦᴬᴝᴝ ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴙᴤᴤ ᴫᴭᴞᴞᴝᴪᴡᴦᴟ ᴯᴡᴤᴤ ᴝᴦᴜ ᴯᴡᴬᴠ ᴝᴬᴝᴪᴦᴙᴤ 

ᴤᴡᴞᴝ ᴡᴦ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴠᴝᴙᴮᴝᴦ- 

 

5. Worship that has gone wrong - Revelation 6:12 - 17 

 

As Jesus opens the sixth seal we see a large body of people who run to hide from 

him. 

 

Those who conceal themselves from the eternal three, do so because they have never 

ᴣᴦᴧᴯᴦ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴬᴪᴭᴝ ᴡᴦᴬᴡᴥᴙᴛᴱ ᴧᴞ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴤᴧᴮᴝ- ׳ᴦᴱ ᴯᴧᴪᴫᴠᴡᴨ ᴯᴠᴡᴛᴠ ᴡᴫ ᴜᴝᴪᴡᴮᴝᴜ ᴞᴪᴧᴥ ᴞᴝᴙᴪ ᴧᴞ 

punishment is characterised by what happens during the time of the sixth seal. It is not 

based on praise, or thanksgiving, but on concealment, and fear of intimacy. Those who 

do not know God in his unconditional love cannot really worship him. 

 

Stating this in the positive John writes in another of his epistles: 

 

IRn this is love perfected with us, that we may have confidence for the day 

of judgment, because as he is so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, 

But perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and 

ᴠᴝ ᴯᴠᴧ ᴞᴝᴙᴪᴫ ᴡᴫ ᴦᴧᴬ ᴨᴝᴪᴞᴝᴛᴬᴝᴜ ᴡᴦ ᴤᴧᴮᴝ-ᵀ @0 ᴇᴧᴠᴦ 3906+07 ᴏᴐᴓB- 
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Those who really know Jesus need not have one single fear about their future with him; 

it is 100% secure. And this is because he bore the penalty not for some of our sins, 

but all of our sins. 

 

 

6. God knows all of his worshippers - Revelation 7:9 - 17 

 

Next there is a picture of the redeemed who stand before the Lord of the universe 

giving glory and thanks to him. 

 

Those who worship in the future age began with a knowledge of it in the present eon. 

God knows those who will make it to heaven through adversity and trouble. He is able 

to do this in advance of the event because he is the Alpha and Omega [Revelation 

1:8]. There is a promise here, that we will make it, with his almighty aid through the 

tribulations and challenges as we face them [7:13,14]. It is like John was saying to us 

ᴿᴆ ᴫᴙᴯ ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴢᴧᴭᴪᴦᴝᴱMᴫ ᴝᴦᴜ ᴡᴫ ᴫᴝᴛᴭᴪᴝ-ᵀ 

 

7. Not by might, nor by power but by the Spirit - Revelation 11:1 - 19 

 

ᴐᴧ ᴧᴞᴬᴝᴦ ᴏᴝᴮᴝᴤᴙᴬᴡᴧᴦ 00 ᴠᴙᴫ ᴚᴝᴝᴦ ᴫᴬᴭᴜᴡᴝᴜ ᴯᴡᴬᴠᴧᴭᴬ ᴡᴬᴫM ᴟᴪᴝᴙᴬ ᴗᴝᴛᴠᴙᴪᴡᴙᴠ ᴚᴙᴛᴣᴟᴪᴧᴭᴦᴜ ᴡᴦ 

proper focus. The picture of the lamp stand, and the two olive trees depict the greatest 
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truth of all, that it is not by the might of man that we will enter into the life of the 

future, but it is by the gentle persuasion of the Holy Spirit [Zechariah 4:6]. The seven 

ᴚᴪᴙᴦᴛᴠᴝᴜ ᴤᴙᴥᴨ ᴫᴬᴙᴦᴜ ᴧᴞ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴬᴝᴥᴨᴤᴝ ᴚᴭᴪᴦᴫ ᴯᴡᴬᴠ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴨᴧᴯᴝᴪ ᴧᴞ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴐᴨᴡᴪᴡᴬ- ᴆᴬ ᴡᴫ ᴧᴦᴤᴱ 

those who are filled with him who will cry out: 

 

We give thanks to thee, Lord God 

Almighty, who art and who 

Wast, 

That thou hast taken thy great power 

And begun to reign. [Revelation 11:17 - RSV]. 

 

8. False worship and true worship contrasted - Revelation 13:1 - 18 

 

The Beast, and Anti - lamb, of Revelation 13 are contrasted with the true Lamb of 

Revelation 14. John the Apostle declares that only those whose names are written in 

the LambMs book of life, produced before the world began, will be able to resist 

worshipping the Devil, through the manipulations of his unholy trinity of the beast,  anti 

- lamb and  image [Revelation 13:8]. The followers of the Lamb proceed wherever he 

leads. They do so not because of their own might or power, but because the Lord has 

known them in advance. They belong to him, and know that they do - because he has 

chosen them, and given them the guarantee of their belonging by filling them with his 
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ᴨᴪᴝᴫᴝᴦᴛᴝ ᴬᴠᴪᴧᴭᴟᴠ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴅᴧᴤᴱ ᴐᴨᴡᴪᴡᴬMᴫ ᴡᴦᴦᴝᴪ ᴛᴧᴦfirmation of their complete security 

[Romans 8:16] . 

 

9. The intimacy of those who live the life of the future in the present - Revelation 14:1 

- 5 

 

The mystic 144,000 follow the Lamb [Jesus] ᴙᴫ ᴦᴙᴬᴭᴪᴙᴤᴤᴱ ᴙᴫ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴫᴭᴦMᴫ ᴛᴧᴭᴪᴫᴝ ᴡᴫ 

ᴜᴡᴪᴝᴛᴬᴝᴜ ᴡᴦ ᴡᴬᴫM ᴫᴧᴤᴙᴪ ᴨᴙᴬᴠ- They are eternally redeemed, totally secure in his presence 

[Revelation 14:3]. So often this passage is made to apply beyond the termination of 

the eschaton, but the revelator intends us to know, through his use of the word 

ᴿᴪᴝᴜᴝᴝᴥᴝᴜᵀ+ ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴞᴧᴤᴤᴧᴯᴝᴪᴫ ᴧf the Lamb are those who were foreknown for eternal 

ᴫᴙᴤᴮᴙᴬᴡᴧᴦ ᴞᴪᴧᴥ ᴚᴝᴞᴧᴪᴝ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴯᴧᴪᴤᴜMᴫ ᴞᴧᴭᴦᴜᴙᴬᴡᴧᴦ- ᴔᴝ ᴙᴪᴝ ᴬᴧ ᴬᴙᴣᴝ ᴞᴪᴧᴥ ᴬᴠᴡᴫ ᴨᴙᴫᴫᴙᴟᴝ ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴧᴭᴪ 

place in this special select company is assured; and it needs to be stressed that the 

use of the number 144,000 does not indicate a literal number because after mentioning 

this symbolic number the next scene comprehends an unnumbered throng of people 

[See on Revelation chapter 7] After all Christians already belong to Jesus; this 

depiction is of the life of the future that is to be realised in our present consciousness 

[See on Ephesians 2:6].  Not as an elitist nose in the air self estimation which 

Christians use to look down on others who are not yet followers of Jesus R ᴞᴧᴪ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴟᴪᴙᴛᴝ 

of God has appeared for the salvatioᴦ ᴧᴞ ᴙᴤᴤ ᴥᴝᴦ-ᵀ  God shows no partiality based on a 

ᴚᴝᴤᴡᴝᴮᴝᴪᴫM ᴝᴫᴬᴡᴥᴙᴬᴡᴧᴦ ᴧᴞ ᴧᴬᴠᴝᴪᴫ ᴚᴝᴛᴙᴭᴫᴝ ᴧᴞ ᴬᴠᴝᴡᴪ ᴨᴪᴝᴫᴝᴦᴬ ᴤᴧᴛᴙᴬᴡᴧᴦ ᴧᴭᴬᴫᴡᴜᴝ ᴧᴞ ᴀᴠᴪᴡᴫᴬ [Titus 
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2:11 RSV]. As with all scripture it has been written for our encouragement as we 

ᴬᴪᴙᴮᴝᴪᴫᴝ ᴤᴡᴞᴝMᴫ ᴨᴙᴬᴠᴫ, not as a m eans of self glorification [2 Timothy 3:16,17].  

 

However, having considered the dangers of elite self perceptions we must take courage 

in the position God has assigned to us as his children. Over against the terrors of the 

 ᴝᴙᴫᴬMᴫ ᴝᴦᴞᴧᴪᴛᴝᴜ ᴯᴧᴪᴫᴠᴡᴨ @ᴏᴝᴮᴝᴤᴙᴬion 13:11 - 18] the believer is given the guarantee״

that his, or her, name is secure in the books of eternity [Revelation 13:8]. This gives 

ᴭᴫ ᴛᴧᴭᴪᴙᴟᴝ ᴬᴧ ᴪᴝᴙᴤᴡᴫᴝ ᴯᴝ ᴛᴙᴦ ᴦᴝᴮᴝᴪ ᴚᴝ ᴫᴦᴙᴬᴛᴠᴝᴜ ᴞᴪᴧᴥ ᴧᴭᴪ ᴉᴧᴪᴜMᴫ ᴠᴙᴦᴜ @ᴇᴧᴠᴦ 0/916 - 

29].  

 

Real worshippers of the Lamb will follow him wherever he leads, however hard it may 

seem. This is the essence of all authentic Christian worship. It is a daily commitment to 

take up our crosses, deny our selves and follow him [Matthew 16:24]; so often people 

want to have exciting encounters with God, which give them a high, like a drug might. 

This expectation needs to be balanced over against the hum drum of daily life which is 

mostly anything but exhilarating- ᴀᴠᴪᴡᴫᴬᴡᴙᴦMᴫ ᴠᴙᴮᴝ ᴚᴝᴝᴦ ᴛᴙᴤᴤᴝᴜ ᴬᴧ ᴤᴡᴮᴝ ᴦᴧᴪᴥᴙᴤ ᴤᴡᴮᴝᴫ+ ᴯᴡᴬᴠ 

normal worries. They are not different in this way from any one else. But what needs to 

be different is the way they handle things. Perhaps the only way that we can claim to 

differ is that we will know more temptation than non-Christians. Of course, I can almost 

hear you saE ᴡᴦᴟ ᴿᴯᴝMᴮᴝ ᴟᴧᴬ ᴙ ᴤᴧᴬ ᴥᴧᴪᴝ ᴬᴧ ᴤᴧᴧᴣ ᴞᴧᴪᴯᴙᴪᴜ ᴬᴧ ᴙᴫ ᴯᴝᴤᴤ!ᵀ ᴑᴠᴙᴬ ᴡᴫ ᴬᴪᴭᴝ+ ᴆ ᴙᴟᴪᴝᴝ- 

 



 

 

 

18 

Page 18 of  179 

10. All worship comes from an experience of knowing God to be just and merciful - 

Revelation 15:1 - 4 & 16:5 - 7 

 

The Beast is overcome only as we put our trust in God. We need to know that God is 

just, as well as merciful. He is not slow about keeping his promise to bring this sad 

world to an end  as some count slowness, but he is willing to wait until everyone has 

had a chance to repent [2 Peter 3:9]. Repentance comes from the Greek word 

ᴥᴝᴙᴦᴡᴦᴟ ᴿᴬᴧ ᴛᴠᴙᴦᴟᴝ ᴧᴦᴝMᴫ ᴥᴡᴦᴜᵀ- ᴄᴧᴜ ᴯᴙᴦᴬᴫ ᴬᴧ ᴟᴡᴮᴝ ᴝᴮᴝᴪᴱᴧᴦᴝ ᴙ ᴛᴠᴙᴦᴛᴝ ᴬᴧ ᴥᴙᴣᴝ ᴙᴦ 

ᴡᴦᴞᴧᴪᴥᴝᴜ ᴜᴝᴛᴡᴫᴡᴧᴦ ᴙᴚᴧᴭᴬ ᴬᴠᴝᴡᴪ ᴞᴭᴬᴭᴪᴝ- ᴑᴠᴡᴫ ᴯᴡᴤᴤ ᴡᴦᴮᴧᴤᴮᴝ ᴫᴧᴥᴝ ᴡᴥᴨᴧᴪᴬᴙᴦᴬ ᴿᴛᴠᴙᴦᴟᴝᴫᵀ ᴡᴦ ᴬᴠᴝ 

way we see things. When the end does come we will then be enabled to affirm that the 

ᴢᴭᴜᴟᴥᴝᴦᴬᴫ ᴧᴞ ᴄᴧᴜ ᴙᴟᴙᴡᴦᴫᴬ ᴫᴡᴦ+ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴡᴬᴫM ᴨᴝᴪᴨᴝᴬᴪᴙᴬᴧᴪᴫ+ ᴙᴪᴝ ᴢᴭᴫᴬ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴟᴧᴧᴜ- This sort of 

worship is only possible when we are absolutely sure about God. This develops on the 

level of a daily relationship with him. 

 

11. The truest type of worship is living intimately in the presence of God - Revelation 

19:1 - 9 

 

Those who have intimacy with God now will continue in that condition until the so 

called marriage supper of the Lamb. Both partners enter into this state with mutual 

commitment. It is the deepest type of relational life that we can have on a human level. 

Listen to the words of the joyous throng: 
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ᴿᴅᴙᴤᴤᴝᴤᴭᴢᴙᴠ! ᴃᴧᴪ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴉᴧᴪᴜ ᴧᴭᴪ ᴄᴧᴜ 

The Almighty reigns. 

Let us rejoice and exult and 

Give him the glory, 

For the marriage of the Lamb has come, 

And his bride has made herself ready; 

It was granted her to be clothed 

ᴔᴡᴬᴠ ᴞᴡᴦᴝ ᴤᴡᴦᴝᴦ+ ᴚᴪᴡᴟᴠᴬ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴨᴭᴪᴝ-ᵀ @ᴏᴝᴮᴝᴤᴙᴬᴡᴧᴦ 0896 % 7  

RSV] 

 

The redeemed, you and I, are the bride. Jesus is the husband. Only those who are in 

love enter into the romance of marriage. It is a romance which defies Holly Woods one 

night stands, and passionate bedroom scenes. Rather, it is the type of love which 

knows and accepts the other warts and all. It is the love which commits itself to the 

spouse despite the wear and tear of the years. It is the love which nurses the sick, 

which turns a blind eye to many failings, because loves nature is to cover a multitude 

of sins [1 Peter 4:8].  

 

Those who love God in the depths of their hearts will be able to enter into the most 

intimate ᴜᴝᴨᴬᴠᴫ ᴧᴞ ᴄᴧᴜMs agape family [2] . This type of worship goes beyond liturgical 
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forms and words sung in beautifully crafted services. It penetrates to the very root of 

who we are. 

 

A real Christian has had the depths of his, or her, heart plumbed, and by this process 

is tᴪᴙᴦᴫᴞᴧᴪᴥᴝᴜ ᴚᴱ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴉᴧᴪᴜMᴫ ᴅᴧᴤᴱ ᴐᴨᴡᴪᴡᴬ ᴡᴦᴬᴧ ᴙ ᴦᴝᴯ ᴥᴱᴫᴬᴡᴛ ᴛᴪᴝᴙᴬᴭᴪᴝ+ ᴙ ᴪᴝᴙᴤ ᴫᴧᴦ+ ᴧᴪ 

daughter, of apocalyptic mysticism. 

 

12. God is the Temple - Face to Face with Christ my Saviour - Revelation 21:22 - 

22:5 

 

In the future age people will see God face to face. No more churches, no more 

temples, but as we are known so shall we know [1 Corinthians 13:12]. Our intimacy 

will be built upon a complete and open faced relationship with the living God. 

 

Nothing will be hidden, all will be open [Matthew 10:26]. We are invited to start to 

partake of this life now. When we are wiA ᴠ ᴠᴡᴥ ᴡᴦ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴞᴭᴬᴭᴪᴝMᴫ ᴦᴧᴬ ᴱᴝᴬ then we will live 

in the house of the Lord forevermore [Psalm 23:6].  
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13. Misplaced Worship - Revelation 19:10 & 22:8 & 9  

 

Even great hearted Christians, such as John the Apostle, can worship the wrong things. 

ᴆᴦ ᴇᴧᴠᴦMᴫ ᴛᴙᴫᴝ ᴠᴝ ᴫᴭᴛᴛᴭᴥᴚᴝᴜ ᴬᴧ ׳ᴦᴟᴝᴤ ᴙᴜᴧᴪᴙᴬᴡᴧᴦ+ ᴯᴠᴡᴛᴠ ᴬᴯᴡᴛᴝ ᴤᴝᴜ ᴬᴧ ᴙ ᴫᴠᴙᴪᴨ ᴪᴝᴥᴡᴦᴜᴝᴪ 

that he should worship God alone. We may magnify TV, our jobs, our qualifications, our 

homes or our cars. We are reminded to worship the one who gave us these things, 

rather than the things themselves. 

 

Conclusion 

 

This completes our brief survey of the major passages that will form the compass of 

the human journey as we follow Jesus. We will have recourse to dig deeply to uncover 

the rare and beautiful treasures concealed behind metaphor and symbolism in our 

studies to follow. The Holy Spirit must be our constant guide. It will also be important 

for us to remember what John recorded elsewhere in his gospel and letters. The 

complete understanding of his conception of worship is conveyed by all that the Lord 

revealed to him. 

 

Revelation, and the other Johannine writings are like glove and hand; both are needed 

in order to protect us from the cold outside world of incorrect interpretation. To often 
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the apocalypse has been divorced from its rich existential roots in the rest of the gospel 

story as told by John; to do so seems unfounded and unwise. 

 

John came to know Jesus in an intimate walk whilst here in bodily form. Some have 

said that of all the Apostles John was the closest to his master. His pictures of Jesus 

ᴛᴝᴪᴬᴙᴡᴦᴤᴱ ᴫᴠᴧᴯ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴜᴝᴝᴨ ᴡᴦᴬᴝᴪᴝᴫᴬ ᴡᴦ ᴙ ᴨᴝᴪᴫᴧᴦᴙᴤ ᴪᴝᴤᴙᴬᴡᴧᴦᴫᴠᴡᴨ ᴯᴡᴬᴠ ᴡᴦᴜᴡᴮᴡᴜᴭᴙᴤᴫ- ᴑᴠᴝ ᴧᴬᴠᴝᴪ 

ᴟᴧᴫᴨᴝᴤᴫ ᴬᴝᴦᴜ ᴬᴧᴯᴙᴪᴜ ᴙ ᴜᴝᴨᴡᴛᴬᴡᴧᴦ ᴧᴞ ᴀᴠᴪᴡᴫᴬMᴫ ᴯᴧᴪᴣ ᴯᴡᴬᴠ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴥᴭᴤᴬᴡᴬᴭᴜᴝᴫ+ ᴧᴦᴤᴱ ᴇᴧᴠᴦ ᴫᴝes 

things otherwise. 

 

We will also find ourselves considering other Old and New Testament passages in our 

journey; especially those that relate to a better understanding of Christian worship. The 

apocalypse may be compared to the nerve centre of an organism. All neural pathways 

begin and end in the great book of final eschatological uncovering. May the Lord Jesus 

be with us as we progress in our study together. 

 

Personal Worship File 

 

We all have encounters with God. These may take diverse forms. 

 

I will always remember a significant event with him. I was seriously ill, after having a 

long viral infection. I felt deeply depressed, unable to do anything other than rest. I had 
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no interest in food, reading, TV, or anything, or anybody else. I was full of anxiety - 

would I ever get through this? That was the primary question!  

ᴆ ᴯᴙᴫ ᴫᴡᴬᴬᴡᴦᴟ ᴡᴦ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴤᴧᴭᴦᴟᴝ ᴧᴞ ᴥᴱ ᴯᴡᴞᴝMᴫ ᴨᴙᴪᴝᴦᴬᴫ' home having tea. The TV was not on. I 

sat quietly whilst the chatter went interminably on. My despair had reached near 

breaking point. 

 

I suddenly felt a strong desire to turn the TV on. I asked my wife to do so. It was 

inconvenient as no one else was interested in it, but I guess everyone felt obliged.  

 

As the screen flashed into life a Songs of Praise programme was on. A pastor was 

sharing a story about a woman whose experience was the same as mine in every 

important particular. What was significant was the timing of this programme - you will 

ᴭᴦᴜᴝᴪᴫᴬᴙᴦᴜ+ ᴆMᴥ ᴫᴭᴪᴝ+ ᴆ ᴜᴡᴜ ᴦᴧᴬ ᴣᴦᴧᴯ ᴡᴬ ᴯᴙᴫ ᴧᴦ- ᴆ ᴠᴙᴜ ᴦᴧᴬ ᴨᴤᴙᴦᴦᴝᴜ ᴬᴧ ᴯᴙᴬᴛᴠ ᴡᴬ- ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ 

timing is always just right. The minister told how this woman had felt very low, but that 

he had encouraged her that with time she would get better. And after a few months 

she made a full recovery. 

 

God spoke to me in that. He told me, prophetically, I believe, that what had happened 

to this woman would happen to me. 

 

ᴑᴠᴡᴫ ᴯᴙᴫ ᴙ ᴟᴪᴝᴙᴬ ᴥᴡᴪᴙᴛᴤᴝ- ᴆ ᴜᴡᴜᴦMᴬ ᴢᴭᴥᴨ ᴭᴨ ᴡᴥᴥᴝᴜᴡᴙᴬᴝᴤᴱ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴨᴪᴧᴛᴤᴙᴡᴥ ᴥᴱ ᴪᴝᴛᴧᴮᴝᴪᴱ+ ᴚᴭᴬ 
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the message was clear - with time I would. Just as Jesus put his hand on the prostrate 

John and told him to arise [Revelation 1:17] so he did to me. God does not always 

heal us all at once, but neither does he leave us without comfort. I knew I was not 

alone, and I have ever since known that God is really there to help me. 

 

Your Response 

 

What about you? How has God spoken to you? In what ways has he laid his hand on 

you? Can you point to instances when he has given you his encouragement and help? 

What do you want to ask him now? What do you want to say to him? 

 

End Notes 

 

[1] See on W. Barclay, The Daily Study Bible, The Revelation of John, Volume 1, The 

ᴐᴙᴡᴦᴬ ׳ᴦᴜᴪᴝᴯMᴫ ᴍᴪᴝᴫᴫ+ ᴂᴜᴡᴦᴚᴭᴪᴟᴠ+ ᴍᴙᴟᴝᴫ 10 - 23. This will give you a simple study of 

this word in the context of Revelation chapter 1. 

 

@1B ᴿ׳ᴄ׳ᴍᴂᵀ ᴡᴫ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴋᴝᴯ ᴑᴝᴫᴬᴙᴥᴝᴦᴬ ᴄᴪᴝᴝᴣ ᴯᴧᴪᴜ ᴭᴫᴝᴜ ᴬᴧ ᴜᴝᴫᴛᴪᴡᴚᴝ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴫᴧᴪᴬ ᴧᴞ ᴤᴧᴮᴝ 

which is true of God. It primarily refers to his self-sacrificial nature. See on G. Kitttel 

@ᴂᴜᴡᴬᴧᴪB+ ᴑᴠᴝᴧᴤᴧᴟᴡᴛᴙᴤ ᴁᴡᴛᴬᴡᴧᴦᴙᴪᴱ ᴧᴞ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴋᴝᴯ ᴑᴝᴫᴬᴙᴥᴝᴦᴬ+ ᴂᴝᴪᴜᴥᴙᴦMᴫ+ ᴒᴐ0858 +׳- ᴍᴙᴟᴝᴫ 

44 - 55. 
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2. The life of the future in the present 

 

Before John can receive the mysteries of the apocalypse he must come into the 

presence of Christ. This is because the Saviour is the catalyst of all divine revelation. 

Likewise before heavenly realities can be disclosed to the seven churches [of the 

Revelation] they must hear the message of the Lord. There are barriers which are 

hindering some, others need strengthening in what they are doing right [see on 

Revelation chapters 2 &3]. 

 

In a later chapter we will see that Ephesus needed Christ-like love restoring ᴡᴦ ᴡᴬᴫM 

fellowship in order to be ready for a loving heaven. Smyrna had to lay itself on the altar 

of willing sacrifice. Pergamum had to learn to tolerate only those practices and beliefs 

which were in harmony with the Word of God. Thyatira had to leave moral and 

theological relativism behind - accepting only the absolutes of the Christian faith.  

Sardis needed to awake to its true spiritual condition. Philadelphia needed to walk in an 

awareness of the doors of opportunity God was opening to it. And Laodicea had to 

invite Christ into the very heart of its lukewarm fellowship taking a firm stand on the 

side of the truth of Christ. All of these churches were being released into a new 

awareness of the grounds of entering into the intimacy of the fellowship of the Kingdom 

of God [See on Revelation 2 & 3].  
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These churches could only be ready for the worship of the future age if they had learnt 

the lessons of the present age. John is called to enter heavenly places only when the 

church, universal, represented by the seven churches, had been addressed. The whole 

church in all ages, right up until today, is being spoken to by Christ in the symbolism of 

these seven Asian fellowships. Seven is the number of completeness within Jewish and 

Judeo Christian thought. So the complete church is being addressed by the living Christ 

who is above all rule and authority seated in heavenly places [Ephesians 1:20]. The 

churches of Revelation had real difficulties in terms of their understanding of their 

position in Christ; As Paul reminds the Ephesians some time before the apocalypse 

was written that they were to realise that they themselves should consider that they 

ᴯᴝᴪᴝ ᴿᴪᴙᴡᴫᴝᴜ ᴭᴨ ᴯᴡᴬᴠ ᴠᴡᴥ+ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴥᴙᴜᴝI@ᴬᴧB ᴫᴡᴬ ᴯᴡᴬᴠ ᴠᴡᴥ ᴡᴦ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴠᴝᴙᴮᴝᴦᴤᴱ ᴨᴤᴙᴛᴝᴫ ᴡᴦ ᴀᴠᴪᴡᴫᴬ 

Jesus [Ephesians 2:6 RSV]. However, Ephesus which had started out well ended up 

ᴤᴧᴫᴡᴦᴟ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴮᴡᴬᴙᴤ ᴙᴫᴨᴝᴛᴬ ᴧᴞ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴨᴪᴡᴦᴛᴡᴨᴤᴝ ᴧᴞ ᴀᴠᴪᴡᴫᴬMᴫ ᴤᴧᴮᴝ ᴡᴦ ᴡᴬᴫ ᴥᴡᴜᴫᴬ- ᴆᴦᴜᴝᴝᴜ ᴝᴙᴛᴠ ᴧᴞ ᴬᴠᴝ 

churches addressed needed to recognise that they were not to be shaped by the world 

views of paganism and humanism around them, but rather to model their corporate life 

style on their position with Christ above all rule and authority. It is still the same today 

we forget our position in Christ who has called us out of the dark ethos of this present 

world, to live with a new perception of ourselves as already having eternal life, having 

ᴿᴨᴙᴫᴫᴝᴜ ᴧᴮᴝᴪ ᴞᴪᴧᴥ ᴜᴝᴙᴬᴠ ᴬᴧ ᴤᴡᴞᴝᵀ @ᴇᴧᴠᴦ 4913B- 

 

 



 

 

 

27 

Page 27 of  179 

A doorway to the future 

 

A door is opened in heaven [Revelation 4:1], and John is immediately in the Spirit. He 

is now permitted to enter the heavenly realms. Paul speaks of the ERPOURANIAT in 

Ephesians 1:3 & 2:6. This New Testament Greek term describes the exalted position 

ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴇᴝᴫᴭᴫ ᴠᴙᴫ ᴯᴡᴬᴠ ᴄᴧᴜ- ᴉᴡᴬᴝᴪᴙᴤᴤᴱ ᴡᴬ ᴡᴫ ᴬᴪᴙᴦᴫᴤᴙᴬᴝᴜ ᴙᴫ ᴿᴬᴠᴝ heavenly'sᵀ @0B ᴬhe believer 

who has accepted the dying Lord also takes part in the ascended LordMᴫ ᴮᴡᴛᴬᴧᴪᴱ ᴧᴮᴝᴪ 

darkness. To partake of this redemption means that the focal point is now on our 

spiritual position with the heavenly Jesus as we are seated their with him in the 

heavenly places enjoying all of his victory over all the powers of darkness and 

negativity; placing ourselves in that position because Christ makes it clear that we enjoy 

that position with him by association through his saving grace means that his Spirit 

makes it possible to overcome every obstacle to faith and effective living for Jesus right 

now as we continue to share the gospel with those around us. 

 

ᴑᴠᴝ ᴀᴠᴪᴡᴫᴬᴡᴙᴦ ᴡᴫ ᴙ ᴨᴙᴪᴬᴙᴣᴝᴪ ᴡᴦ ᴂᴫᴛᴠᴙᴬᴧᴤᴧᴟᴡᴛᴙᴤ ᴫᴙᴤᴮᴙᴬᴡᴧᴦ @1B- ᴑᴠᴝ ᴯᴧᴪᴜ ᴿᴂᴫᴛᴠᴙᴬᴧᴤᴧᴟᴡᴛᴙᴤᵀ 

comes from the Greek ᴯᴧᴪᴜ ᴿᴂᴫᴛᴠᴙᴬᴧᴦᵀ+ ᴯᴠᴡᴛᴠ ᴥᴝᴙᴦᴫ ᴿᴝᴦᴜᵀ- ᴑᴧ ᴚᴝ ᴙ ᴨᴙᴪᴬᴙᴣᴝᴪ ᴧᴞ 

Eschatological salvation means that when we trust Jesus as our saviour we start at that 

moment to be eternal creatures. We are no longer considered by God to be mortal 

creatures who will die, and live but once, but we are now considered to have gone 

beyond the grave, and ᴬᴧ ᴠᴙᴮᴝ ᴫᴬᴙᴪᴬᴝᴜ ᴤᴡᴮᴡᴦᴟ ᴙᴤᴪᴝᴙᴜᴱ ᴡᴦ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴝᴬᴝᴪᴦᴙᴤ ᴣᴡᴦᴟᴜᴧᴥ [John 
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5:24 & 2 Corinthians 5:16 J 18]. It is like we had got in to a time machine and been 

transported beyond the end of the world, and, that we had started to live forever in 

ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴞᴭᴬᴭᴪᴝ ᴣᴡᴦᴟᴜᴧᴥ right now! This is what God wants us to understand, and this is 

how he wants us to perceive our position with him right now. This means that Jesus 

has won everything for us. His death for all sin, his victory over the grave, and his 

ascension to the highest place, above all rule and authority, is ours the moment we put 

our trust in him. Paul pictures this in terms of entering into the life of the future age in 

the present [Romans 6:23]. We begin eternal life the moment we believe [John 5:24]. 

Thereafter, we can never be lost in any circumstance that life throws at us [John 10:27 

- 29 & Romans 8:38 & 39]. There will be 100% surety that we belong to God 

forever. There need be no fear of future loss. ᴆᴬ ᴜᴧᴝᴫᴦMᴬ ᴥᴙᴬᴬᴝᴪ ᴠᴧᴯ ᴯᴝ ᴞᴝᴝᴤ: ᴫaved or 

unsaved, Rebellious, or holy, we can be sure that our feelings are only an illusion 

compared to the facts of who we now are in Christ Jesus. We should rely on the facts, 

not on feelings, in other words. There will be times when emotions contradict faith. 

Learn that you can have those times. It is important not to dialogue with ourselves 

during the difficult periods, because the tendency will be to make mountains out of mole 

hills. The more that we focus on something the bigger it gets; this may be called the 

magnifying glass principle. ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴪᴝᴥᴝᴜᴱ ᴞᴧᴪ ᴙᴤᴤ ᴠᴭᴥᴙᴦ ᴡᴦᴫᴬᴙᴚᴡᴤᴡᴬᴱ ᴡᴫ ᴬᴧ ᴨᴪᴧᴥᴡᴫᴝ ᴬᴠᴝ 

ᴚᴝᴤᴡᴝᴮᴝᴪ ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴠᴝ.ᴫᴠᴝ ᴠᴙᴫ ᴿᴨᴙᴫᴫᴝᴜ ᴧᴮᴝᴪ ᴞᴪᴧᴥ ᴜᴝᴙᴬᴠ ᴬᴧ ᴤᴡᴞᴝᵀ @ᴇᴧᴠᴦ 4913B- ᴆᴞ ᴱᴧᴭ ᴥᴙᴟᴦᴡᴞᴱ 

anything enlarge upon that! 
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The data base of life 

 

Revelation 13:8 states it another way: 

 

ᴿ-------ᴙᴤᴤ ᴯᴠᴧ dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name 

has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book 

ᴧᴞ ᴤᴡᴞᴝ ᴧᴞ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴉᴙᴥᴚ ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴯᴙᴫ ᴫᴤᴙᴡᴦ-ᵀ @ᴏᴐᴓB 

 

This verse comes within the context of a symbolic demonic being who wishes all people 

to worship Satan. The sense of the verse is in the negative, although the ramifications 

of its' argument has volumes to add to our encouragement. There are, by implication, 

ᴨᴝᴧᴨᴤᴝ ᴯᴠᴧ ᴠᴙᴮᴝ ᴠᴙᴜ ᴬᴠᴝᴡᴪ ᴦᴙᴥᴝᴫ ᴫᴝᴛᴭᴪᴝᴤᴱ ᴯᴪᴡᴬᴬᴝᴦ ᴡᴦ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴜᴙᴬᴙ ᴚᴙᴫᴝ ᴧᴞ ᴤᴡᴞᴝ ᴫᴡᴦᴛᴝ 

before the world began. Revelation 17:8 & 21:20 mention this record book again. 

Before the world was made God foreknew all those individuals who would make it to 

future glory. This does not mean that God makes some people saved and others lost, 

but it does indicate that he foreknows all who will be saved, and he has already 

recorded their names in the eternal book of his future kingdom. Of course some may 

laugh at the idea of a literal record book, but the scripture is clear all the same God 

knows us in advance as his eternally secure creatures, and that is the important thing 

not to be lost sight of! 
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Indeed John in his gospel reinforces this by telling the story of a time when Jesus told 

Peter how he would die. John says that by this Peter understood that Jesus had given 

ᴠᴡᴥ ᴡᴦᴞᴧᴪᴥᴙᴬᴡᴧᴦ ᴡᴦ ᴙᴜᴮᴙᴦᴛᴝ ᴧᴦ ᴠᴧᴯ ᴠᴝ ᴯᴧᴭᴤᴜ ᴿᴟᴤᴧᴪᴡᴞᴱ ᴄᴧᴜᵀ- ᴔᴠᴙᴬ ᴜᴧᴝᴫ ᴬᴠᴡᴫ ᴥᴝᴙᴦ> ᴆᴞ ᴯᴝ 

look at what Peter had been through when he denied Jesus on the night of his 

betrayal, we can see that Peter had every reason for future insecurity. Would he deny 

Jesus again in the future? How could he rely on his own self estimation when it proved 

that he had got it so wrong already? ᴇᴝᴫᴭᴫ ᴫᴙᴱᴫ ᴬᴧ ᴠᴡᴥ ᴡᴦ ᴫᴧ ᴥᴙᴦᴱ ᴯᴧᴪᴜᴫ ᴿᴆ ᴣᴦᴧᴯ ᴬᴠᴙᴬ 

ᴱᴧᴭ ᴯᴡᴤᴤ ᴙᴤᴯᴙᴱᴫ ᴯᴧᴪᴪᴱ ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴱᴧᴭ ᴯᴡᴤᴤ ᴤᴝᴬ ᴥᴝ ᴜᴧᴯᴦ ᴙᴟᴙᴡᴦ ᴍᴝᴬᴝᴪ+ ᴫᴧ ᴆMᴥ ᴟᴧᴡᴦᴟ ᴬᴧ ᴤᴝᴬ you 

know that when you die, it will be as a man destined for eternal glory. You will make it 

ᴍᴝᴬᴝᴪ+ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴆ ᴯᴙᴦᴬ ᴱᴧᴭ ᴬᴧ ᴚᴝ ᴝᴦᴛᴧᴭᴪᴙᴟᴝᴜ ᴚᴱ ᴡᴬ!ᵀ @ᴐᴝᴝ ᴧᴦ ᴇᴧᴠᴦ 10904 - 19]. At the end 

of this chapter I share how God told me that I was eternally secure. I believe that every 

Christian who has once received the Holy Spirit will know that they belong to God 

forever [Romans 8:14 &15]. God wants us to know that we can never be separated 

from him as his elect children [Romans 8:31 - 39].  

 

A distortion which can nullify future security 

 

ᴑᴠᴝ ᴝᴨᴡᴫᴬᴤᴝ ᴬᴧ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴂᴨᴠᴝᴫᴡᴙᴦᴫ ᴡᴦᴞᴧᴪᴥᴫ ᴭᴫ ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴯᴝ ᴨᴙᴪᴬᴙᴣᴝ ᴡᴦ ᴀᴠᴪᴡᴫᴬMᴫ ᴮᴡᴛᴬᴧᴪᴱ ᴧᴮᴝᴪ ᴙᴤᴤ ᴬᴠᴝ 

powers of evil [Ephesians 1]. In Ephesus [See Revelation 2 comparing it with the 

ᴝᴨᴡᴫᴬᴤᴝ ᴬᴧ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴂᴨᴠᴝᴫᴡᴙᴦᴫB ᴙ ᴟᴪᴧᴭᴨ ᴠᴙᴜ ᴙᴪᴡᴫᴝᴦ ᴯᴠᴧ ᴛᴤᴙᴡᴥᴝᴜ ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴀᴠᴪᴡᴫᴬMᴫ sacrifice was 

not enough to win the battle against evil. Other practices beyond grace, and faith, were 
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needed. This was yet again another form of salvation by works as opposed to grace. 

ᴀᴧᴤᴤᴧᴫᴡᴙᴦᴫ+ ᴂᴨᴠᴝᴫᴡᴙᴦMᴫ ᴫᴡᴫᴬᴝᴪ ᴚᴧᴧᴣ+ ᴟᴡᴮᴝᴫ ᴭᴫ ᴙᴦ ᴡᴦᴫᴡᴟᴠᴬ ᴡᴦᴬᴧ ᴫᴧᴥᴝ ᴧᴞ these other 

practices, which were thought to be the key to a special secret about salvation. Paul 

outlines them in the following terms: 

 

ᴿᴑᴠᴝᴪᴝᴞᴧᴪᴝ ᴤᴝᴬ ᴦᴧ ᴧᴦᴝ ᴨᴙᴫᴫ ᴢᴭᴜᴟᴥᴝᴦᴬ ᴧᴦ ᴱᴧᴭ ᴡᴦ ᴩᴭᴝᴫᴬᴡᴧᴦᴫ ᴧᴞ ᴞᴧᴧᴜ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴜᴪᴡᴦᴣ ᴧᴪ 

with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. These are only a shadow 

of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ. Let no one disqualify 

you, insisting on self-abasement and worship of angels, taking his stand on 

visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, and not holding fast to 

the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its' 

joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God. [Col. 2:16 - 19 - 

RSV]. 

 

ᴑᴠᴝ ᴫᴝᴛᴪᴝᴬ ᴧᴞ ᴀᴠᴪᴡᴫᴬᴡᴙᴦ ᴮᴡᴛᴬᴧᴪᴱ ᴡᴫ ᴡᴦ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴠᴙᴦᴜᴫ ᴙᴤᴧᴦᴝ- ᴍᴙᴭᴤ ᴪᴝᴥᴡᴦᴜᴫ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴀᴧᴤᴤosians 

ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴿᴟᴪᴧᴯᴬᴠᵀ ᴡᴫ ᴿᴞᴪᴧᴥ ᴄᴧᴜᵀ ᴧᴦᴤᴱ- ᴆᴬ ᴛᴧᴥᴝᴫ ᴚᴱ ᴫᴧᴮᴝᴪᴝᴡᴟᴦ ᴟᴪᴙᴛᴝ+ ᴦᴧᴬ ᴚᴱ ᴙᴦᴱ ᴠᴭᴥᴙᴦ ᴝᴞᴞᴧᴪᴬ 

or activity. Man cannot will himself to change. He either receives it by simple faith, or 

lives in bondage to the Jewish regulations, that had produced spiritual death in that 

nation. Judaism had become so fixated on Mosaic practices that it lost sight of the true 

goal of those practices, foreshadowed in its sacrificial system. With the Arrival of Jesus 

ᴬᴠᴝ ᴫᴠᴙᴜᴧᴯ ᴥᴝᴬ ᴡᴬᴫM ᴪᴝᴙᴤᴡᴬᴱ+ ᴫᴙᴛᴪᴡᴞᴡᴛᴝ ᴯᴙᴫ ᴦᴧ ᴤᴧᴦᴟᴝᴪ ᴦᴝᴝᴜᴝᴜ @ᴅebrews 9]. 



 

 

 

32 

Page 32 of  179 

 

Bondage is the inevitable result of humanistic efforts to win favour with God, or to 

change one's self. Paul comments in Gal 2:19,20 that the purpose of the law was to 

show man that he could not produce salvation, or, for that matter, change his life by 

adhering to a law code is true for any individual who thinks they can earn merit with 

God by human efforts. It is only by giving up/dying to self effort that salvation can be 

realised [See also Ephesians 2:8]. Paul pictures this as an act of self crucifixion with 

Christ [Galatians 2:20].  The law was never given to keep, but to be a demonstration 

that we could not become holy by it. The new life of grace is not constructed to exist 

by moral, or ceremonial law, but by walking by the Spirit. We are to let what God 

wants to do for us happen in us. It is the Spirit who will grow what are described as 

fruit in our lives [Galatians 5:22 - 24]. A level of morality that far exceeds the law will 

then become self evident [Galatians 5:16]. This will happen because our real inner 

most selves have been changed by the purity of Christ from then on new positive 

Christ-like traits of character will spring up from deep inside. The Holy Spirit is the 

means by which Christ forever after dwells in us. 

 

In Galatians Paul highlights this very clearly. The church of Galatia had succumbed to a 

salvation by works philosophy. He targets this failing directly to a life bereft of the 

ᴯᴧᴪᴣᴡᴦᴟᴫ ᴧᴞ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴫᴧᴮᴝᴪᴝᴡᴟᴦ ᴅᴧᴤᴱ ᴐᴨᴡᴪᴡᴬ ᴧᴞ ᴟᴪᴙᴛᴝ- ᴅᴝ ᴫᴙᴱᴫ9 

 



 

 

 

33 

Page 33 of  179 

O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus 

Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified? Let me ask you only this: 

Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law, or by hearing with 

faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun with the Spirit, are you now 

ending with the flesh? Did you experience so many things in vain? 

- if it really is in vain. Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and 

works miracles among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing 

with faith? [Gal. 3:1 - 5 - RSV]. 

 

ᴅᴧᴯ ᴄᴧᴜ ᴯᴧᴪᴣᴫ ᴡᴦ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴀᴠᴪᴡᴫᴬᴡᴙᴦMᴫ ᴤᴡfe 

 

ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴐᴨᴡᴪᴡᴬ ᴡᴫ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴐᴨᴡᴪᴡᴬ ᴧᴞ ᴟᴪᴙᴛᴝ- ᴔᴝ ᴛᴙᴦᴦᴧᴬ ᴯᴧᴪᴣ ᴬᴧ ᴨᴪᴧᴜᴭᴛᴝ ᴠᴡᴫ ᴙᴛᴬᴡᴮᴡᴬᴱ+ ᴯᴝ ᴛᴙᴦ ᴧᴦᴤᴱ 

trust and receive his presence as a simple present or gift. When we receive the Holy 

Spirit we have discovered the key to the life of the future in the present. He offers us 

the complete victory of Jesus over sin. Paul is filled with awe concerning this reality in 

his letter to the Ephesians. He says: 

 

For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus 

and your love toward all the saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, 

remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in 
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the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, 

that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you,  

what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what 

is the immeasurable greatness of his power in us who believe,  

according to the working of his great might which he accomplished 

in Christ when he raised him from the dead and made him sit at 

his right hand in heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and 

power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only 

in this age but also in that which is to come; and he has put all 

things under his feet and has made him the head over all things 

for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 

all in all. [Ephesians 1:15 - 23 - RSV] 

Also consider what he says in Ephesians 2:5 & 6: 

 

.....when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together 

with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with 

him, and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus. [RSV].  

 

There are some important teachings to be deduced from this passage: 
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[1] God has given us a ᴿᴫpirit of revelationT and wisdom. He directly reveals who we 

have become by virtue of our connection to Christ. Jesus has R accomplishedT 

everything, not just some things, so that we can be totally saved. There is no partial 

gospel theology here. Salvation is pictured as a completed package given to us in order 

to give us 100% security for now and the future. 

 

[2] We are to see ourselves as sRaintsT . SRaintsT  are not a select few, canonised by 

the church, but all believers are included. 

 

[3]  ᴑᴠᴡᴫ ᴪᴝᴮᴝᴤᴙᴬᴡᴧᴦ ᴡᴦᴞᴧᴪᴥᴫ ᴭᴫ ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴯᴝ ᴠᴙᴮᴝ ᴙᴤᴤ ᴧᴞ ᴀᴠᴪᴡᴫᴬMᴫ ᴙᴚᴫᴧᴤᴭᴬᴝ ᴨᴧᴯᴝᴪ ᴧᴮᴝᴪ ᴜᴝᴙᴬᴠ+ 

Satan and sin dwelling in us. It is a gift to us. We are not to look to the future for it. 

We are not to work for it. We cannot even will it into existence. It is already ours in 

Jesus. We just need to trust that it is true. Satan is utterly defeated. We only have to 

inform him of this. His foothold in human lives was destroyed at conversion, when a 

new nature was implanted in the Christian. All that is required is to know, and to 

accept, what we already are in Christ.  There is no special methodology to acquire it. 

Just trust the complete victory which is already signed sealed and delivered to us by 

ᴬᴠᴝ ᴿᴐᴨᴡᴪᴡᴬ ᴧᴞ ᴇᴝᴫᴭᴫᵀ. It is ours by virtue of our connection with Jesus. He is above all 

rule and authority - those forces of spiritual wickedness said to exist in heavenly places 

are nullified [Ephesians 6:20]. New spiritual birth is a real, new implanted nature in us, 

which we now possess [Colossians 3:10]. It is as much ours now as new spiritual 
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children of God, as our physical lives were when our parents brought us into the world. 

Some Christians seem to have got so hung up on their freewill, and their right to 

choose, that they have almost gone over to a gospel of the power of choice. What God 

has given to us is not primarily free will, but rather to trust the new nature he has put 

in us; which is in the likeness of Jesus. Jesus power to overcome all sin is ours to take 

hold of in trust. It has been implanted in us miraculously at the point of new birth [John 

3:1- 16 & Colossians 3:9,10 & 2 Corinthians 5:16 J 18]. We are not saved by 

choosing to be changed, but we are saved by God choosing to save us [Ephesians 

2:8] . Even our future works, and destinies, are prepared in advance for us to walk to 

ᴞᴧᴤᴤᴧᴯ ᴙᴫ ᴯᴝ ᴜᴡᴫᴛᴧᴮᴝᴪ ᴝᴙᴛᴠ ᴜᴙᴱ ᴯᴠᴙᴬ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴐᴨᴡᴪᴡᴬ ᴡᴫ ᴟᴭᴡᴜᴡᴦᴟ ᴭᴫ ᴬᴧ ᴜᴧ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴫᴙᴱ ᴞᴧᴪ ᴠᴡᴥ 

[Ephesians 2:8 J 10 & John 5:19] Humanism has a lot to say about our right to 

choose. It is the buzz word of post - modernism, but Christians cannot produce 

anything in themselves by simply choosing to change by their own power, or piety. As 

Peter said of the lame man who was healed by him [through the Spirit of Jesus 

dwelling in him]: 

 

Lᴊᴝᴦ ᴧᴞ ᴆᴫᴪᴙᴝᴤ+ ᴯᴠᴱ ᴜᴧ ᴱᴧᴭ ᴯᴧᴦᴜᴝᴪ ᴙᴬ ᴬᴠᴡᴫ+ ᴧᴪ ᴯᴠᴱ ᴜᴧ ᴱᴧᴭ ᴫᴬᴙᴪᴝ ᴙᴬ ᴭᴫ+ as 

though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of  

Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his 

servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of 

Pilate, when he had decided to release him......And his name, by faith 
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ᴡᴦ ᴠᴡᴫ ᴦᴙᴥᴝ+ ᴠᴙᴫ ᴥᴙᴜᴝ ᴬᴠᴡᴫ ᴥᴙᴦ ᴫᴬᴪᴧᴦᴟ-----Mᵀ @׳ᴛᴬᴫ 2901+02+05 ᴏᴐᴓB- 

 

It is Jesus alone who changes us, heals us, and empowers us; this is the central thesis 

of the Acts model of ministry, mission and evangelism. It is not by the p ower of our 

choice or will that lives are transformed but by the Spirit of Jesus [Acts 16:8]. The 

Bible has very little to say about the power of our choices. It has a great deal to say 

about the power that is opened to us through Faith in what Jesus has already 

completely achieved for us on the Cross, and by virtue of his resurrection to eternal life. 

Because of Him we have power, not because of anything in ourselves. Beware of the 

false gospel of salvation by choice. Satan is peddling it in the church today! It is 

derived from individualist psychologies and philosophies; it is not the basis for the great 

ᴄᴧᴫᴨᴝᴤ ᴧᴞ ᴧᴭᴪ ᴉᴧᴪᴜMᴫ ᴟᴪᴙᴛᴝ- But it is based on a false premise which makes man and 

his freedom more important than the God who made him.  

 

[4] We are seat ed above all rule and authority with Jesus in Rheavenly placesT. That is 

how Paul means us to perceive it! The victory of the future age is already ours. 

Nothing can get in the way of our relationship with Jesus except our own humanism. 

The Devil may try to convince us he can, but he cannot. This is the truth! This is our 

liberty!  ᴔᴝ ᴙᴪᴝ ᴦᴧᴯ ᴫᴠᴙᴪᴡᴦᴟ ᴡᴦ ᴀᴠᴪᴡᴫᴬMᴫ ᴤᴡᴞᴝ ᴧᴞ ᴞᴭᴬᴭᴪᴝ ᴮᴡᴛᴬᴧᴪᴱ ᴡᴦ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴨᴪᴝᴫᴝᴦᴬ- ᴅᴝᴚᴪᴝᴯᴫ 

1:1-2 ᴬᴝᴙᴛᴠᴝᴫ ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴯᴡᴬᴠ ᴇᴝᴫᴭᴫ ᴙᴪᴪᴡᴮᴙᴤ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴿᴤᴙᴫᴬ ᴜᴙᴱᴫᵀ ᴚᴝᴟᴙᴦ- ᴔᴝ ᴙᴪᴝ ᴨᴙᴪᴬ ᴧᴞ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴈᴡᴦᴟᴜᴧᴥ 

of God right now. We have been born into it once for all [See John 3:1-18]. 
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[5] The will of God is for us to be totally liberated.  

 

Future life as present worship 

 

This all relates to the way we worship God. If we only see ourselves as struggling 

individuals, hobbling on our way to heaven, then that is how we will express ourselves 

in worship. However, if we consider ourselves to be living the life of the future in the 

present, then we will have reached a realistic sense of security. Our spirits will then 

unite with the Holy Spirit, and we will be spiritually transported into the liberty of the 

worshippers of the future age. Real Christian worship starts when we know that we 

cannot ever be lost to that future. Many people offer a praise which is not praise at all 

- for it is based on fear of loss. God does not want this for them; so he has promised 

that we are eternally his! 

 

ᴄᴧᴪᴜᴧᴦ ᴃᴝᴝ+ ᴡᴦ ᴅᴡᴫ ᴚᴧᴧᴣ ᴿᴍᴙᴭᴤ+ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴐᴨᴡᴪᴡᴬ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴍᴝᴧᴨᴤᴝ ᴧᴞ ᴄᴧᴜᵀ ᴥᴙᴣᴝᴫ ᴙ ᴦᴭᴥᴚᴝᴪ ᴧᴞ 

critical observations about living this life of the future in the present, and it is well worth 

the read [consider notes 3 J 6 from Fees book] . 
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ᴇᴧᴠᴦMᴫ ᴮᴡᴫᴡᴧᴦ ᴧᴞ ᴨᴪᴝᴫᴝᴦᴬ ᴞᴭᴬᴭᴪᴝ ᴫᴝᴛᴭᴪᴡᴬᴱ 

 

It is this aRbsolute certaintyT of our inseparable eternal security in Christ which informs 

the vision John receives, of the life of future worship in Revelation chapters 4 & 5.  

ᴑᴠᴡᴫ ᴮᴡᴝᴯ ᴧᴞ ᴠᴝᴙᴮᴝᴦᴤᴱ ᴯᴧᴪᴫᴠᴡᴨ+ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴀᴠᴪᴡᴫᴬMᴫ ᴡᴥᴥᴭᴬᴙᴚᴤᴝ ᴨᴤᴙᴛᴝ ᴙᴚᴧᴮᴝ ᴙᴤᴤ ᴪᴭᴤᴝ ᴙᴦᴜ 

authority, is what gave the absolute certainty of salvation to the early Christians, who 

saw themselves as already partaking of this life of future worship  through the Spirit. 

The 24 elders, representing Old Covenant and New Covenant Spiritual Israel, draw the 

attention of believers to their already existing spiritual position in the eternal Kingdom of 

God. The visions of Revelation 4 & 5 should give us a practical focus of what is 

already ours. 

 

It is only as the church loses sight of itself, and starts to see itself as belonging to 

Christ, that it will be able to start to live the new radical, holy lifestyle of worship that 

ᴄᴧᴜ ᴯᴙᴦᴬᴫ ᴭᴫ ᴬᴧ ᴨᴧᴫᴫᴝᴫᴫ- ᴆᴞ ᴧᴭᴪ ᴮᴡᴝᴯ ᴧᴞ ᴀᴠᴪᴡᴫᴬMᴫ ᴝᴰᴙᴤᴬᴝᴜ ᴨᴧᴫᴡᴬᴡᴧᴦ ᴡᴫ ᴬᴧᴧ ᴥᴡᴛᴪᴧᴫᴛᴧᴨᴡᴛ+ 

then we will find ourselves focussing on our own weaknesses. This will occur because 

we have no real hope in an omnipotent Jesus. The end result will be a sense of 

defeat. The message of Scripture is that we already have the victory in Jesus. We 

already have the full spiritual armour of God that is our possession through the 

indwelling of the Spirit of Jesus. We need to wear this armour with a full understanding 

of the completeness of its defensive and offensive capabilities which Christ has 
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delivered to us through his indwelling Spirit [Eph. 6:12].  

 

The seven churches of Asia needed to picture themselves as no longer part of this 

ᴯᴧᴪᴤᴜ+ ᴚᴭᴬ ᴙᴫ ᴨᴙᴪᴬ ᴧᴞ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴠᴝᴙᴮᴝᴦᴤᴱ ᴤᴡᴞᴝᴫᴬᴱᴤᴝ ᴧᴞ ᴯᴧᴪᴫᴠᴡᴨ ᴡᴦᴫᴬᴝᴙᴜ- ׳ᴫ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴫᴧᴦᴟ ᴟᴧᴝᴫ ᴿᴑᴠᴡᴫ 

world is not my hᴧᴥᴝ+ ᴆMᴥ ᴢᴭᴫᴬ ᴙ ᴨᴙᴫᴫᴡᴦᴟ ᴬᴠᴪᴧᴭᴟᴠ;T if our convictions are not in 

agreement with this realisation we will inevitably set ourselves up for spiritual failure. 

The seven churches, being full of weakness, uncertainty and insecurity, needed a vision 

of the worship of the future, in order to have a clear picture of who they already were 

in Christ. This vision is an individual and corporate sense of awareness of the 

completely new creatures Christ has made us into. This was to be the ultimate 

encouragement for early Christians who had come to a new self perception about their 

real identities in Christ. Christ had already made them completely new creatures as the 

sense of the original Greek in 2 Corinthians 5: 17 demonstrated. The pictures of 

chapters 4 and 5 of Revelation are to be taken as the goal towards which the church 

must shoot. 

 

The story is complete - God has said so! 

 

The heavenly beings surround the throne of redemption echoing what Christ has 

achieved on the cross for the church. The Greek is in the aorist tense. As we will note 

later, this assuage almost always is an expression of a completed action, once and for 
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all, in past time. ᴑᴠᴡᴫ ᴡᴫ ᴝᴮᴝᴪᴱ ᴚᴝᴤᴡᴝᴮᴝᴪMᴫ ᴠᴝᴪᴡᴬᴙᴟᴝ- Those who partake in this future life 

awareness know that redemption is completely theirs. It is the concept of being bought 

back from slavery. We have once for all been bought back from bondage to sin and 

Satan. The victory is ours by right. Whatever Satan says about your failings it no longer 

matters. You are completely GodsM ᴨᴧᴫᴫᴝᴫᴫᴡᴧᴦ. You are saved! Satan need no longer 

have a foothold.  

 

Some people think of themselB ᴝᴫ ᴙᴫ ᴞᴧᴭᴦᴜ+ ᴚᴭᴬ ᴝᴙᴫᴡᴤᴱ ᴤᴧᴫᴬ- ᴑᴠᴡᴫ ᴡᴫ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴁᴝᴮᴡᴤMᴫ ᴨᴤᴧᴱ- 

ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴥᴝᴫᴫᴙᴟᴝ is that we will never be lost. There will never be a time when we will 

be overcome to the point of eternal separation. We are totally and irrevocably saved. 

All we have to do is trust i t. What a security, what a joy. There is no need to keep on 

with the vicious circle of introspection to see whether we are good enough to be saved, 

ᴧᴪ ᴯᴠᴙᴬ ᴡᴬ ᴡᴫ ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴡᴫ ᴦᴧᴯ ᴠᴡᴦᴜᴝᴪᴡᴦᴟ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴯᴧᴪᴣ ᴡᴦ ᴭᴫ- ׳ᴤᴤ ᴧᴞ ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴯᴙᴫ ᴧᴦᴛᴝ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴞᴧᴪ ᴙᴤᴤ 

dealt with at the cross. ᴁᴧᴦMᴬ ᴫᴨᴝᴦᴜ ᴱᴧᴭᴪ ᴤᴡᴞᴝ ᴝᴰᴙᴥᴡᴦᴡᴦᴟ ᴱᴧᴭᴪ ᴝᴮᴝᴪᴱ ᴥotive, but home in 

on what you already are in Christ, and rejoice that you will always be that for ever and 

ever. We are transformed by beholding his glory, rather than by gazing at our own 

navels. 
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What scripture says about the grounds of Christian security 

 

So often people unconsciously think of themselves as having been started on the 

Christian journey by an act of free grace, and ever after they have to work at keeping 

themselves free from sin. But the teaching of Scripture is: 

 

[1] At the cross Jesus died for all sin once and for all; thus giving the Christian 

complete atonement. We never again need to see ourselves as struggling sinners, but 

as a saved and accepted saints [1 Peter 3:18].  

 

[2] He just ified us once for all. He completely forgave our sins from the beginning to 

end of our lives. He also completely covered us with his righteousness once for all from 

beginning to end. Hence we no longer need to fear condemnation [Romans 8:1]. This 

does not, however, give us the right to sin as much as we like. Real gratitude to God 

will make us want to please him, not disobey him! 

 

[3] He offers us complete victory and security. We no longer need to see ourselves as 

sinners, but as saints. We belong to him. Victory over sin is not won by our present 

activities to overcome it, but it was won 2000 years ago on the cross of Christ 

[Romans 6:1-4]. Hence it is impossible to try to make something ours which was ours 
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from the moment of conversion. Rather than seeing ourselves as struggling sinners, we 

need to see ourselves as victorious saints. 

 

Living between times 

 

We are now living between times. Theologians speak of the Rnow2 and nRot yetT . We 

ᴙᴪᴝ ᴿᴦᴧᴯᵀ ᴫᴙᴮᴝᴜ+ ᴚᴭᴬ ᴯᴝ ᴙᴪᴝ ᴿᴦᴧᴬ ᴱᴝᴬᵀ ᴡᴦ ᴠᴝᴙᴮᴝᴦ ᴡᴦ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴚᴧᴜᴱ-  ᴑᴠᴡᴫ ᴜᴧᴝs not mean that 

we focus on our suffering and pain, but that we focus on what is ours as a 100% 

certainty. When the physical reality of the Kingdom of God takes over in this world - 

destroying all other competitors - we will be there [Daniel 2:44 & 7:13,14 ] . 

 

The nRot yetT  of this future was what Paul strove to reach forgetting what laid behind, 

and pressing on towards the goal [Philippians 3:12]. His was a positive focus. So 

much of modern psychology would have our past dominate our present. For Paul the 

only past which dominated his present was the fact that all of his sin past, present and 

future had been paid for at the cross. This positive mind set meant that he was not tied 

down by the skeletons in his closet anymore. Satan could not use them against him. 

He was already singing with the redeemed before the victorious Lamb ᴡᴦ ᴠᴡᴫ ᴥᴡᴦᴜMᴫ ᴝᴱᴝ 

[Revelation 7].  When Paul and Silas were imprisoned in Philippi they sang praises to 

God and there was an earth quake and the doors of the prison were thrown open 

[Acts 16:25]. This was a very practical demonstration of the power of Jesus as he 
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shared his position of authority over earthly principalities, and demonic forces, from his 

seat at the right hand of God. Paul and Silas exercised their place seated with Christ 

and Jesus released them from all constraint and human attempts to contain the mission 

of the gospel work. 

 

 

How God offers encouragement 

 

A person with a gift of prophecy gave Jenny and I a Word from the Lord, which came 

after a particularly hard experience. He told how he had seen us standing by a pile of 

stones which we had raised as a monument to the past. At first we were obsessed with 

this monument. It seemed to dominate the terrain. We became discouraged and walked 

away in darkness. Then the Lord asked us to look back. We had not noticed before 

that next to it was a well bathed in light. He told us to go back and drink of it. Once 

we had done this we walked away with a new sense of purpose - free from the past. 

 

Through this picture God showed us that we were holding onto the past. We had in 

theory accepted that it was all buried at the cross, but in practice we still clung on to it. 

It was God who released us from this to a new starting point. It was for us to start to 

see ourselves as completely new creatures. Not sinners, but saints - bathed in the joy 

of eternal security. 
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To resist the Devil effectively we need to see that our pasts are dead, and buried, at 

the cross. We no longer must dwell on them. We no longer must focus our minds on 

them. We must not get into a dialogue with Satan about our pasts, and the hindrances 

they can place on us. God the Father has made us completely new, and he never 

again asks us to dwell on that which has become history, except to rejoice that we are 

now living in the light, although we were once in darkness. 

 

ᴅᴝᴙᴪᴬᴫ ᴯᴠᴡᴛᴠ ᴙᴪᴝ ᴤᴙᴚᴝᴤᴤᴝᴜ ᴿᴦᴝᴯ ᴫᴬᴙᴪᴬᵀ 

 

He has given us a new start. This is the new heart of the covenant spoken of by 

Ezekiel in chapter 36, verses 26 & 27. It is a new self which belongs to the future 

age. It is a victorious heart which has created us as new beings. We must lose our old 

identities as we focus on our new identity. And in so doing we will find out who we 

really are. God is completely reliable, and he has given this new nature to us once for 

all [ Collosians 3:9&10].  The Devil is the prototypical liar; he will try to turn us away 

from this truth. He will aim to make us look to our old selves. He will try to make us 

ᴠᴧᴤᴜ ᴧᴦᴬᴧ ᴧᴭᴪ ᴨᴙᴫᴬᴫ+ ᴙᴪᴟᴭᴡᴦᴟ ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴬᴠᴡᴫ ᴡᴫ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴬᴪᴭᴝᴫᴬ ᴬᴠᴡᴦᴟ ᴯᴝ ᴛᴙᴦ ᴜᴧ- ״ᴭᴬ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴥᴝᴫᴫage 

ᴡᴫ ᴿ׳ ᴦᴝᴯ ᴠᴝᴙᴪᴬ ᴆ ᴯᴡᴤᴤ ᴟᴡᴮᴝ ᴱᴧᴭ+ ᴙ ᴦᴝᴯ ᴫᴨᴡᴪᴡᴬ ᴯᴡᴤᴤ ᴆ ᴨᴭᴬ ᴯᴡᴬᴠᴡᴦ ᴱᴧᴭ-----ᴆ ᴯᴡll cause you to 

walk in my waysT  [Ezekiel 36:26,27].  

 



 

 

 

46 

Page 46 of  179 

This, then, is an important contrast between the enemies way that leads to misery, and 

ᴬᴠᴝ ᴉᴧᴪᴜMᴫ ᴯᴙᴱ ᴯᴠᴡᴛᴠ ᴟᴭᴙᴪᴙᴦᴬᴝᴝᴫ ᴙᴦ abundant future [John 10:10]. I know that his 

ᴯᴙᴱᴫ ᴙᴪᴝ ᴪᴡᴟᴠᴬ ᴞᴧᴪ ᴥᴝ ᴞᴪᴧᴥ ᴝᴰᴨᴝᴪᴡᴝᴦᴛᴝ- ᴿᴑᴪᴭᴫᴬ ᴡᴦ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴉᴧᴪᴜ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴤᴝᴙᴦ ᴦᴧᴬ ᴧᴦ ᴱᴧᴭᴪ ᴧᴯᴦ 

ᴭᴦᴜᴝᴪᴫᴬᴙᴦᴜᴡᴦᴟᵀ ᴯᴝ ᴙᴪᴝ ᴙᴜᴮᴡᴫᴝᴜ [Proverbs 3:5] . May the Lord Jesus do this for you and 

I.  We are to perceive our selves as completely new persons in Jesus. I accept it to be 

so with joy and delight for myself, and ask the Lord to change any unwillingness in me. 

He can even do that. May he do the same for you too! Amen! 

 

And this means that there is no hindrance for us to worship God with abandon, 

because he has a solution to every challenge! 

 

 

Personal Worship File 

 

ᴆMᴤᴤ ᴦᴝᴮᴝᴪ ᴞᴧᴪᴟᴝᴬ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴜᴙᴱ ᴯᴠᴝᴦ ᴄᴧᴜ ᴬᴧᴤᴜ ᴥᴝ ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴆ ᴯᴙᴫ ᴝᴬᴝᴪᴦᴙᴤᴤᴱ ᴫᴙᴮᴝᴜ- ᴆ ᴯᴙᴫ ᴪᴝᴙᴜᴡᴦᴟ 

Romans 8:28 -30, which I had done many times. I had always resisted the notion that 

anyone could know that they were inseparably bound to God forever. As I read it once 

more God said to me look at the verbs. I did this, realising that they were all in the 

aorist tense - which is the tense which expresses a once for all completed action in 

past time in ancient Greek. 
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I noticed that it said that God had foreknown, predestined, called, justified and glorified 

the believer all as a complete action in the past. 

 

ᴑᴠᴝᴦ ᴙᴦ ᴡᴦᴦᴝᴪ ᴮᴧᴡᴛᴝ ᴫᴙᴡᴜ ᴬᴧ ᴥᴝ ᴿᴑᴠᴙᴬ ᴡᴫ ᴱᴧᴭ ׳ᴦᴜᴪᴝᴯ+ ᴱᴧᴭ ᴙᴪᴝ ᴝᴬᴝᴪᴦᴙᴤᴤᴱ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴡᴦᴫᴝᴨᴙᴪably 

ᴥᴡᴦᴝ-ᵀ 

 

God had just told me that I was his. This has changed my life. I no longer see myself 

as a sinner who might make it to heaven, but as a saint who will! 

 

 

My Response 

 

[1] What things have been holding me back? Consider your Christian experience and 

see if you can identify issues which are not as yet resolved. 

 

[2] How can seeing yourself as a possessor of eternal life now help you? 

 

 

End Notes 

[1] H. K. Moulton, The Analytical Greek Lexicon Revised, Zondervan, USA, 1978 

     Page 164. 
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[2] The  ᴯᴧᴪᴜ ᴿᴝᴫᴛᴠᴙᴬᴧᴤᴧᴟᴱᵀ ᴛᴧᴥᴝᴫ ᴞᴪᴧᴥ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴄᴪᴝᴝᴣ ᴿᴂᴕᴀᴅ׳ᴑᴌᴋᵀ ᴯᴠᴡᴛᴠ ᴡᴫ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴬᴝᴛᴠᴦᴡᴛᴙᴤ 

term used to describe the events leading up to, and being part of, the end of the world 

ᴛᴭᴤᴥᴡᴦᴙᴬᴡᴦᴟ ᴯᴡᴬᴠ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴢᴭᴜᴟᴥᴝᴦᴬ ᴧᴞ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴯᴡᴛᴣᴝᴜ+ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴪᴝᴬᴭᴪᴦ ᴧᴞ ᴇᴝᴫᴭᴫ ᴬᴧ ᴛᴧᴤᴤᴝᴛᴬ ᴠᴡᴫ 

elect to be with him forever living in heavenly perfection with him. It is during this final 

ᴬᴡᴥᴝ ᴬᴠᴙᴬ ᴬᴠᴡᴫ ᴨᴪᴝᴫᴝᴦᴬ ᴙᴟᴝ ᴧᴞ ᴫᴡᴦ ᴯᴡᴤᴤ ᴚᴝ ᴬᴝᴪᴥᴡᴦᴙᴬᴝᴜ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴦᴝᴯ ᴙᴟᴝ ᴧᴞ ᴄᴧᴜMᴫ ᴣᴡᴦᴟᴜᴧᴥ 

ᴯᴡᴤᴤ ᴚᴝ ᴨᴠᴱᴫᴡᴛᴙᴤᴤᴱ ᴪᴝᴙᴤᴡᴫᴝᴜ- ᴑᴠᴝ ᴬᴝᴪᴥ ᴿᴂᴫᴛᴠᴙᴬᴧᴤᴧᴟᴡᴛᴙᴤ ᴫᴙᴤᴮᴙᴬᴡᴧᴦᵀ ᴝᴰᴨᴪᴝᴫᴫᴝᴫ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴛᴧᴦᴛᴝpt 

that with the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus that all those who are 

converted have their future salvation secured in the present world, they now live with a 

present awareness that they are no longer part of the world, but rather they see 

themselves as living the life of the future in the present. Much more could be said in 

definition, but at the most fundamental level this is what theologians mean when they 

use this term. Having said this, some may see it differently. For a more comprehension 

study of this concept, see on: Gordon Fee, R Paul, Tᴠᴝ ᴐᴨᴡᴪᴡᴬ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴬᴠᴝ ᴍᴝᴧᴨᴤᴝ ᴧᴞ ᴄᴧᴜᵀ+ 

Hodder & Stoughton, London, 1997. 

 

[3] Ibid, page 52  

 

[4] Op Cit page 53  

 

[5] Op Cit pages 54 & 55  
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[6] Op Cit page 61  
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3. Change the Way You See Things 

 

We now move from the general to the particular. This particularity has been one of the 

most hotly debated topics in the history of the church. It is still contentious, and often 

makes for many rifts in fellowships. 

 

We are talking about the form that worship takes. Liturgical scholars distinguish 

between form and meaning. Worship may take many different forms, but it is the 

meaning that is attached to it which is the most critical factor. 

 

ᴑᴠᴝ ᴂᴦᴟᴤᴡᴫᴠ ᴯᴧᴪᴜ ᴞᴧᴪ ᴯᴧᴪᴫᴠᴡᴨ ᴧᴪᴡᴟᴡᴦᴙᴤᴤᴱ ᴥᴝᴙᴦᴬ ᴿᴬᴧ ᴙᴬᴬᴙᴛᴠ ᴯᴧᴪᴬᴠ ᴬᴧ ᴫᴧᴥᴝᴧᴦᴝᵀ ᴝᴫᴨᴝᴛᴡᴙᴤᴤᴱ 

ᴄᴧᴜ- ᴑᴠᴝ ᴄᴪᴝᴝᴣ ᴯᴧᴪᴜ ᴭᴫᴝᴜ ᴡᴦ ᴬᴠᴝ ׳ᴨᴧᴛᴙᴤᴱᴨᴫᴝ ᴿᴍᴏᴌᴐᴈᴒᴋᴂᴌᵀ ᴡᴫ ᴚᴝᴫᴬ ᴬᴪᴙᴦᴫᴤᴙᴬᴝᴜ ᴙᴫ ᴙᴦ 

act of prostration before the deity. Worship which does not set God in the highest place 

in our lives is a dead form. Neither is it something we take part in for one hour per 

week neglecting doing so in the other 167. 

 

The same John who was given the visions of the Revelation was the man who 

recorded these famous words of Jesus: 

 

ᴿᴄᴧᴜ ᴡᴫ ᴐᴨᴡᴪᴡᴬ+ ᴙᴦᴜ 

Those who worship him must 
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ᴔᴧᴪᴫᴠᴡᴨ ᴡᴦ ᴐᴨᴡᴪᴡᴬ ᴙᴦᴜ ᴬᴪᴭᴬᴠ-ᵀ @ᴇohn 4:24 RSV]  

 

Jesus was a radical. Radical worship is a lifestyle, not focussed on a place and time, 

but on a person and in a special relationship. True worshippers give God the glory and 

honour in every aspect of their lives, at work, whilst driving the car, at church, in the 

shops and at home. One hour a week of following a set liturgical exercise can be a 

dead and meaningless form if we are not radical followers of Jesus Christ throughout 

the rest of our week. 

 

The many debates and heated discussions which transpire concerning the worship hour 

pale into insignificance when judged by the criteria of a lifestyle of worship in Spirit and 

truth. 

 

1. The radical worship of the future age 

 

The apocalypse challenges our worship forms. John the Apostle falls as dead at the 

ᴪᴡᴫᴝᴦ ᴀᴠᴪᴡᴫᴬMᴫ ᴞᴝᴝᴬ @ᴏᴝᴮᴝᴤᴙᴬᴡᴧᴦ 0906B- ᴆᴦ ᴭᴬᴬᴝᴪ ᴜᴡᴫᴥᴙᴱ ᴠᴝ ᴫᴝᴝᴫ ᴠᴡᴫ ᴞᴡᴦᴡᴬᴝ ᴤᴡᴥᴡᴬᴙᴬᴡᴧᴦᴫ ᴡᴦ ᴬᴠᴝ 

light of the infinite. As R. C. Sproul writes concerning the famous studies undertaken by 

Rudolf Otto, there is a definite response of the human when confronted by the divine 

[1] . This phenomenology of human encounter with the divine ᴡᴫ ᴜᴝᴫᴛᴪᴡᴨᴬᴡᴮᴝ ᴧᴞ ᴇᴧᴠᴦMᴫ 

reaction to Jesus Christ. 




