Future Worship in the Present Day

Reflective Meditations of the Book of

Revelation

Discover Now how to live the life of future worship

In your life!

By Rev. Andrew R. Hardy

To contact me please do so at: ar.hardy@ntlworld.com

Dedicated to the memory of Jack and Sylvia Hardy my mother and Father
who now enjoy the life of the future in the presence of ou heavenly

Father, and to Grandma Morton a true woman of God.
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1. Worship Scenes in the Apocalypse

If I were John the Apostle, chained, and manacled on the Felons Isle of Patmog

a prisoner of Roman justice, | donot know what | would have done?

For sure | would have prayed. | hope that | would have remained fahful. Better still

that many of my fellow prisoners would have come to know of my faith in JesusBut to

meet the risen Lordface to face - what would that havebeen like [see on Revelation

1:17]? What would | have done? Fallen at his feet? Prostrated myslf in complete

humility? Become as a dead man as John did? Yes surely that would have been my

WSNNAT NS- OA%F2U0L WA TAA Y45 artE aAvwwnAwar Mn nw

2eEnses sSsgaeaewr3 a9A Escn&EnM sSssSA- pMe 1T AA nNnEyYs

When we meet Lord Jesus face to face our worship will not be rendered as a duty- It
will be a necessity. It will arise from a real sense of admiration for him, a deep feeling

of unworthiness, or worse a dread of judgment to come.

When we meet him it will be with nothing hidden, but all revealed.Every secret of our
hearts will be known,and the cry of my heartwillbeR | A wuv naBRk| rwv Th t w+

worshipyouastheonlyar s B A wA vE MNoonedan meetdasus withdut
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something deep and profound hapgning inside.

As we will consider, John came to some sublime insights into Jesus on that special

day. Whether he was taking a rest from forced labour, or whether he was too old to

really do anything of use in the Roman minesof Patmos we will not know until we

2£>55A vwe Wr vsaBsr- sovaA Bs oA 31 AB wnan AvaA

frequency, and on that day he received the greatest revelation ever given to humankind.

The apocalypse is a love letter from Christ through his apostle to his church o earth.
Some of the pictures may seem hard. Lakes of fire, beasts and dragons etc, but they
are the language of love. Love is always realistic. God wants his people to be prepared

for what they will face in the battle between good and evil.

Any study of the Revelation has to wrestle with is code language, because codewas
the only way to successfully get the messages of the book safely to its destinationThe
church was under siege through the brutal emperobomitian. Our present study will be
considerng the theme of worship which is at the core of apocalyptic truth And that

message has to be delivered and understood [Revelation 1:3].

ovs BaAawyu RgnaT8g92EnnsT wn wanaAawAqarA AA TALLODWS

BAaAwu R’ Mt 3' 1 oMot omeantny ofRa nevealimy/ior Ranvuncovering of
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that which was mysterious and unknown until it was disclosed[1]

The portrayalsh = Avs anAaTd2Enns aws cAuvMnan Bgk
due to Him in the future age. It is pictured as radicall different to that of this present
age. As we acquaint ourselves with it we will find that it challenges the reader to re
evaluate his life. As believer8ive are called to live with an awareness of the life of the

future in the present.

With this in mind let us begin with a brief survey of key passages. You may wish to

read each of them in full as we progress.

1. A Vision of Christ - Revelation 1:9- 20

John sees Christ in his exalted form. His response is to be totally overcome.

All revelation is an uncovering of the majestic person of ChristWorship begins by
seeing ourselves fo what we are in comparison to Jesus. This results in total
devastation because of the encounter. It is at this point that we Wi know that our

perception of God is far too small.
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Pr Avs t2U oscnAgqesr A Bs wsgu dadA&FA Ayvs nwanv

of God, when he saw him in all his glory. He said:
ReoAs wn 25! BAWw P "2 2A0A: SAY P A2 A
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have

nssr Avs 3wr3+ Avs | AWLU A VARNAAL T @pn

However, God never leaves us on the floor grovelling, although this is the place that we
may begin. Rather he gives us the strength and confidence to stand up and walk in

the preserce of his smile of grace [see on Isaiah 9:6 and Revelation 1:17,18]. In order
for a patient with cancer to be treated she needs to accept the diagnosis giverio her

by her doctor. The doctor cannot operate without her cooperation. It is the same with

us, we need to know that we are sinners, who if left to ourselves without divine surgery
we willbelostA A sSAswr g2 2 w:oforever Joltnand Maiah neeledios r T 5
know their need of help and that God was the only being in the universe who could

offer it!

2. Worship that is due to the Father - Revelation 4:1- 11

John is transported from his earthly surroundings into the very presence of GodHe

sPnocwwsrtTocn Avs Bawaovwn Bvwtv wn SwBoro RAA A
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[Revelation 4:2].

It fits the chain of revelation that the worshipper discovers Father God through His glory

shining in the face of Christ [2 Corinthians 4:1-5]. John is not ready to enter into the

presence of the Creator until he first prostrates his being in submission to the Saviw

[Revelation 1:17]. And this self prostration is a process, not just a single event. Jesus

is the way, truth and life [John 14:6]. His journey led to a cross, and it was a journey

marked by many challenges. To know Jesus is to know that we are not worthythat we

are sinners in need of a Saviour. Once we havejoined ourselves to Jesus by accepting

forgiveness by what he did on the cross then we can beraised to newness of life by

AvwwnA+ Bs T14ar Avsr aAgwA ApA STAStY cALVLMA TAAE

[Revelation 1:17].

| had a good friend whom | met through his wife who worshipped at one of my

churches. We often played Badminton together. He was not a believer, andthen he

d4S5TA*2S ATs 2a9Asw wA | Although ivthe endshaeformeda AB sy 11 w3 v A
relationship with Jesus to my great pleasurgit was after a journey which required

friendship with people who loved Jesus so that he could find the reality of Jesus in their

lives, and want it for himself So often we want to rush people to Christ. We are so

impatient. We almost demand a quick conversion, and a rapid progress, which as it

were, sets up the expectation that new Christians should matarto the point that they
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can easily overcome all their problems. Let us remember that John had this vien, in

which he was transported into the throne room of God, at the end of his long Christian

life. He was about 90 years old when he had these wonderful experiences. Christian

life is not based on living with continuous highs, it has peaks and troughs. Tis was a

SwsAA ns893 Wr EAVIMA sPnswwsrTts- "AA wA Taes
the most wonderful thing is that John was humble enough to still accept that he needed

CAULMn vsen SB s yhsprogtration ahthe feét wfJests démorstrates his

nses sSnAwedaAwArT a:35Asw 29 [s€e of Regelation 1a15 18]a wr 3 Ay

Some Christians want to see God do great and exciting things [perhaps we all do

PpMBs 3AA 2E AATrT3IA£>s wr 2E TVvss3B-Theymaybez £EnA 1 A
termed as thrill seekers. They can be easily identified. They are never happy in one

church, or one job, or one place for too long. They have to keep on moving on looking

for the next high, like drug addicts seek their next fix.What are they addicted to? God

or the goodies? Yes it is true that we should look to God to achieve what we find

impossible for ourselves, but motives count. What about when God plans a garden of
CscAvNnsedars sSAwY A+ Byvsws Bs vaBs Auke naE RikaAA
11931B- @0 de2e BarA ApA sSwruv A%RwnseBsn dsocsoAws
being before it means sorrow not joy, because it can mean giving something up, rather

than getting a goodie bag.
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Br EAVIMAn 2Ar3 2w:s>ss vs recarded that thesApostieFweres ws v - b

beaten for their faith among many other experiencesOne early tradition suggests that
John was thrown into a vat of boiling oil by the emperor DomitianJohn had learnt that
worshipping Jesus with his total being meant takg up his cross daily and following
him. It meant pain as much as it meant pleasure to serve God. But John hadé¢arnt to
4> Wr cAULUMAa n gosdiand badsjustas thevafpastie Paul had. Listen to

MmaZfza Mn Bawun Bvwrtv nfe2 £n Avs 2sAONAT N VS VAU

RkAA AvagA p TALLOD2Aa9WI A= Bgagr A SAY P vdaBs

TATASITA-T @umvwe- 3900 oowB-

3. Worship due to the Son - Revelation 5:1- 14

Jesus is highlighted as the only one worthy of our worship. Only he is to be permitted
toopenAvs *2EanAwWT nsdaz2n sSAZfruv wr o vwnan BaAvswMn v
A CAULULMA nezar =sSAw AAy B A Qavarytheepwdudd be'rr®é Esn A M

unveiling of the future for man.

Moreover, by this means, the key to our view of the worshipdue to God in the future
age is manifested. Without him we will never be able to gain access to God. Every
other being in the universe clearly is unworthy of worship, only Christ, as one of the

eternal three, is able to open the hidden glimpses of that wich he offers to us as a gift
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of grace. He does this for our guidance andprotection.

Alexander [called the Great by many], saw himself as a man of destiny. He considered

that his life was mapped out for him by the hand of God. He achieved with a few

thousand men what no other man had ever done in war. In one battle against the

Persian king Darius Il he defeated half a million soldiers with 40 or 50 thousand men.

Odds of about 12 to 1. Why did he do this? Because he was a man of destiny or

because he beleved it? Probably because of his belief. Yet he died at 30 years of

age. From military glory to the ashes of death. So it is with all humanly generated

destinies, but not so with God.

ovs 'mAaTAa2Enns nvaBn £Aap AvaA wotheéhwewilse wsB s ¢
overcomesB s1r usAaAv wAnse2 s+ 45T A2wr S[RevElatianz swn wr
1900B- oo Bweze ¥sTA2S a4 nvEawTdae nawA ADS CAU
will never know any more pain or war or suffering or death [Revelation 21].Now that

really is a destiny, and it is 100% yours and mine.

4. Worship as prayer and pain- Revelation 6:9- 11

In this passage we find ourselves listening to the petition of the souls of martyrs in the

time of the opening of the fifth seal.
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It is under the pains of this revelation that a prayer of intense human suffering is

screamed out to the Creator. Real worship has to come from the depths of intimate

communion with God. Only when we are honest with him concerning our deepest pain,

and suffering, @an a depth relationship evolve.lt is as the Son becomes incarnate in

our world of misery, joy and pain [and all the bits in between], that we can know that

he really empathizes with us at the deepest of all human levels of anguish and

exhilaration He alone is able to transform our present experience to new perceptions

about God and the quality of life foundinhim s TAarraAA 3rAB Esn®EnM
let Him heal our deepest wounds- and transform the complete spectrum of human

reality into a new story built on the God theme.

There is a certain brand of Christian belief about worship which teaches people that
real worship means good emotional highs. This is worship for some, and this is what
they expect on a Sunday morning. However real worship is notust this. It is rather the
whole spectrum of human responses to God in every emotional state we find ourselves
in; as we react to what life throws at us. Real worship is when we put God in the
highest place whether we are in pain or an ecstatic seventh heaen. The Devil can use
false unilateral definitions of worship experience to dupe us into thinking that we are
failing to worship God properly a lot of the time. And this is because none of us can

ever be on a continual high. We must be realistic. God is n the highs and the lows.
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Christian leaders need to teach their congregations to recognise that worship is not an

emotional state, but an attitude of mind, which sets God in the highest face in every
aspect of human dalily life; with the result that the p@ple of God learn to exercise faith
in God whatever their circumstancesWe need to be equigped to offer God our worship

even when we feel intensely conflicted.

My Mother, Sylvia Hardy, had it often said of her suffering [she was severelydisabled
with rheumatoidarthritis and in constant pain], that her ability to cope with life with a
smile gave others courage to cope with lesser problems. What many did not
immediately realise was that it was her deep relationship with Jesus that had given her
the strength to go on. Because he had suffered she found strength in him to suffer with
real courage. It is not those who go through Ife getting it all easy that capture our
attention, but it is those who get through against the odds. People who face the

challenges of life with courage are the ones who win our admiration.

JE s2AAVSYMA BAwTs 2a4E Bsege aA Awesn vaBs zaw
AT UsSswY CAULMA nEgdnanzwT g2ASw- OVS nwaddadeE ans
such things, | know that she had also found the answer that it was all for the sake of

Jesus her Lord who himself had suffered on a crossof unbearable suffering the sins of

the whole world. The cross is the complete meansn getting us on the road to our
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destiny, and the resurreatvA T wn cAULVMn S&HawarAss AvaA gee N

2 WSS WT cCAUMAND vsaBsr -

5. Worship that has gone wrong- Revelation 6:12- 17

As Jesus opens the sixth seal we see a large body of people who run to hide from

him.

Those who conceal themselve from the eternal three, do so because they have never

3raBr Avs AwAsAs wrAwedaTE As cAUMA 2AB oS- re s
punishment is characterised by what happens during the time of the sixth seal. It is not

based on praise, or thanksgivig, but on concealment, and fear of intimacy. Those who

do not know God in his unconditional love cannot really worship him.

Stating this in the positive John writes in another of his epistles:

Rn this is love perfected with us, that we may have confidace for the day

of judgment, because as he is so are we in this world. There is no fear in love,

But perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and

v BvaA sSscawn wn raA nsoswssTASU wWr 2ABs- T €
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Those who really know Esus need not have one single £ar about their future with him;

it is 100% secure. And this is because he bore the penalty not for some of our sins,

but all of our sins.

6. God knows all of his worshippers- Revelation 7:9- 17

Next there is a picture of the redeemed who stand before the Lord of the universe

giving glory and thanks to him.

Those who worslip in the future age began with a knowledge of it in the present eon.
God knows those who will make it to heaven through adversity and trouble. He iable
to do this in advance of the event because he is the Alpha and Omega [Revelation
1:8]. There is a promise here, that we will make it, with his almighty aid through the
tribulations and challenges as we face them [7:13,14]. It is like John was saying o us

Rp nad® AvgagA zaAZwrsEMA sruv wn nAst&Eywys-T

7. Not by might, nor by power but by the Spirit - Revelation 11:* 19

ON AsSAsr osBsezaAwar 00 van ¥yssr nA%fuvwsu BwAvy
proper focus. The picture of the lamp stand, and the twoolive trees depict the greatest
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truth of all, that it is not by the might of man that we will enter into the life of the

future, but it is by the gentle persuasion of the Holy Spirit [Zechariah 4:6]. The seven
dWATrTVsSUL 2920 NAATULV ABVCOAUMA sSAVsams2 s ADAAT D nBvw

those who are filled with him who will cry out:

We give thanks to thee, Lord God
Almighty, who art and who
Wast,
That thou hast taken thy great power

And begun to reign. [Revelation 11:17- RSV].

8. False worship ard true worship contrasted- Revelation 13:1- 18

The Beast, and Anti- lamb, of Revelation 13 are contrasted with the true Lamb of
Revelation 14. John the Apostle declares that only those whose names are written in
the Lambd book of life, produced befoe the world began, will be able to resist
worshipping the Devil, through the manipulations of his unholy trinity of the beast, anti
- lamb and image [Revelation 13:8]. The followers of the Lamb proceed wherever he
leads. They do so not because of their avn might or power, but because the Lord has
known them in advance. They belong to him, and know that they de because he has

chosen them and given them the guarantee of their belonging by filling them with his
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[Romans 8:16].

9. The intimacy of those who live the life of the future in the present- Revelation 14:1

-5

The mystic 144,000 follow the Lamb[Jesus] an r aA £Awqaz2e2E gn Avs n&r M
vwwsTASULD wr They arehtemmallyeredeemedsotally secure in his presence

[Revelation 14:3]. So often this passage is made to apply beyond the termination of

the eschaton, but the revelator intends us to know, through his use of the word
RysussesouT + A vighe Laflvare those svizo avéresfargknown for eternal
naeBaAwaAar DSwALr d4535SAWS Avs BawzuouMa sSAZErTruvaAwar
place in this special select company is assured; and it needs to be stressed that the

use of the number 144,000 does not indicate a literal number because after mentioning

this symbolic number the next scene comprehends an unnumberetirong of people

[See on Revelation chapter 7] After all Christians already belong to Jesusthis

depiction is of the life of the future that is to be realised in our present consciousness

[See on Ephesians 2:6]. Not as an elitist nose in the air self estimation which

Christians use to look down on others who are not yet followers of Jesu® sA v Av s Swgq
of God has appeared for the salvatio A =5 A 2@od shaws RO partiality based on a

dsewsBswyaM scnAweaAWAT AS AAVSYa dsT[litisn s A A
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2:11 RSV]. As with all scripture it has been written for our encouragement as we

AwgaB sy s | rotasanvieans ofsélf glarification[2 Timothy 3:16,17].

However, having considered the dangers of elite self perceptions we must take courage
in the position God has assigned to us as his children.Over against the terrors of the
"sanAMAa ST osSA YT sion 13:14-v18]vhe belie@o isdivenahe §uarantee
that his, or her, name is secure in the books of eternity [Revelation 13:8]. This gives

An TAEYwa3s AN wsogewns Bs o oTta4ar rsBsw y4s naraATv

29].

Real worshippers of the Lambwill follow him wherever he leads, however hard it may

seem. This is the essence of all authentic Christian worship. It is a daily commitment to

take up our crosses, deny our selvesand follow him [Matthew 16:24]; so often people

want to have exciting enounters with God, which give them a high, like a drug might.

This expectation needs to be balanced over against the hum drum of daily life which is

mostly anything butexhilarating A v wwnAwsar Mn vaBs dassr Ts822s5U
normal worries. They are not different in this way from any one else But what needs to

be different s the way they handle things. Perhaps the only way that we can claim to

differ is that we will know more temptation than nonChristians. Of course, | can almost

hearyoussf wr 3 RBsMBs 3IAA g9 2AA 2AWS AN 2AAN3 SAWS
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10. All worship comes from an experience of knowing God to be just and merciful

Revelation 15:1- 4 & 165 - 7

The Beast is overcome only as we put our trust in God. We neel to know that God is
just, as well as merciful. He is not slow about keeping his promise to bring this sad
world to an end as some count slowness, but he is willing to wait until everyone has

had a chance to repent [2 Peter 3:9]. Repentance comes from the Greek word

esdrwrs RAA TVvarss ArsMn swrofT - CAU BarAn AA

WI SAWYR2SU USTWIAWAT SAdAAEA AvsSswy SAAAYS-

way we see things. When the end does come we will then be enabled to affirnthat the
zZAuvu3esrAn AsSs CAUL Aa3awrnA nawr + gaThigsorwof 1 M
worship is only possible when we are absolutely sure about GodThis develops on the

level of a daily relationship with him.

11. The truest type of worship is Wing intimately in the presence of God- Revelation

19:1- 9

Those who have intimacy with God now will continue in that condition until the so
called marriage supper of the Lamb. Both partners enter into this state with mutual
commitment It is the deepest type of relational life that we can have on a human level.

Listen to the words of the joyous throng:
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Rpaegese#®Azav! BAw Avs | AWU A%FWY CAVU
The Almighty reigns.
Let us rejoice and exult and
Give him the glory,
For the marriage of the Lamb has come,
And his bride has made herself ready;
It was granted her to be clothed
HOWAYV SWI S 2WIHsSr+ d34ww3VvA aruv n#Aws

RSV]

The redeemed, you and |, are the bride. Jesus is the husband. Only those who are in
love enter into the romance of marriage. It isa romance which defiesHolly Woods one
night stands, and passionate bedroom scenes. Rather, it is the type oblve which
knows and accepts theother warts and all. It is the love which commits itself to the
spouse despite the wear and tear of the years. 1 is the love which nurses the sick,
which turns a blind eye to many failings, because loves nature is to cover a multitude

of sins [1 Peter 4:8].

Those who love God in the depths of their hearts will be able to enter into the most

intimatev s n A v n sagape amily (2] . This type of worship goes beyond liturgical
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forms and words sung in beautifully crafted serviceslt penetrates to the veryroot of

who we are.

A real Christian has had the depths of his, or her, heart plumbed, and by this process

istwar nscAwesuv ¥4 Avs 1 AwuoMn bA2E onwwwA wrAA s

daughter, of apocalyptic mysticism.

12. God is the Temple - Face to Face with Christ my Saviour- Revelation 21:22-

225

In the future age people will see God face to face.No more churches, no more
temples, but as we are known so shall we know [1 Corinthians 13:12]. Our intimacy

will be built upon a complete and open faced relationship with the living God.

Nothing will be hidden, all will be open [Matthew 10:26]. We are invited to start to

partake of this life now. Whenwe arewf v. vwe wr A v sthemvewll live Mn 1 A A

in the house of the Lord forevermore [Psalm 23:6].

Page200of 179



21

13. Misplaced Worship- Revelation 19:10 & 22:8 & 9

Even great hearted Christians, such as dhn the Apostle, can worship the wrong things.

Pr EAVIMA T8ns vs NEAETTEA2ds50 AN "IT3s2 auvavaAw
that he should worship God alone. We may magnify TV, our jobs, our qualifications, our

homes or our cars. We are reminded toworship the one who gave us these things,

rather than the things themselves.

Conclusion

This completes our brief survey of the major passages that will form the compass of
the human journey as we follow Jesus We will have recourse to dig deeply to uncover
the rare and beautiful treasures concealed behind metaphor and symbolisim our
studies to follow The Holy Spirit must be our constant guide. It will also be important
for us to remember what John recorded elsewhere in his gospel and letters. The
comgete understanding of his conception of worship is conveyed by all that the Lord

revealed to him.

Revelation, and the other Johanine writings are like glove and hand both are needed

in order to protect us from the cold outside world of incorrect intergatation. To often
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the apocalypse has been divorced from its rich existential roots in the rest of #hgospel

story as told by John; to do so seems unfounded and unwise.

John came to know Jesus in an intimate walk whilst here in bodily form. Some have
said that of all the Apostles John was the closest to his master. His pictures of Jesus

TswAgwreE nvaB cAuvMn uvsosn wrAswsnaA wroo o4

n-wn

SANNse2n Asruv AABguwuyu 9 USNWTAWAT AS Bg8SVWYWRAMA

things otherwise.

We will also find ourselves considering other Old and New Testament passages in our
journey, especially those that relate to a better understanding of Christian worship. The
apocalypse may be compared to the nerve centre of an organia. All neural pathways
begin and end in the great book of final eschatological uncoveringMay the Lord Jesus

be with us as we progress in our study together.

Personal Worship File

We all have encounters with God. These may take diverse forms.

| will always remember a significant event with him. | was seriously ill, after having a

long viral infection. | felt deeply depressed, unable to do anything other than rest. | had
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no interest in food, reading, TV, or anything, or anybody else. | was full of anxiet -

would | ever get through thi® That was the primary question!
p Ban nwAAwr3 wr Avs' homethaviligteanThe TY was hovond Mn n g ¢
sat quietly whilst the chatter went interminably on. My despair had reached near

breaking point.

| suddenly felt a strong desire to turn the TV on. | asked my wife to do so. It was

inconvenient as no one else was interested in it, but | guess everyone felt obliged.

As the screen flashed into life a Songs of Praise programme was on. A pastor was

sharing a story about a woman whose experience was the same as mine in every

important particular. What was significant was the timing of this programmeyou will
AruovswvwnAaruv+ pMe nAws+ p uwu T AA 3T AB wA Bagn
timing is always just right. The minister told how this woman had felt very low, but that

he had encouraged her that with time she would get better. And after a few months

she made a full recovery.

God spoke to me in that. He told me, prophetically | believe, that what had happened

to this woman would happen to me.

ovwn Ban 9 SwsaA swwgT2eS- P uvuwurMA z%£s2n A0 w
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the message was clear- with time | would. Just as Jesus put his hand on the prostrate

John and told him to arise [Revelation 1:17] so he did to me. God does not always
heal us all at once, but neither does he leave us without comfort. | knew | was not

alone, and | have ever since known that God is really there to help me.

Your Response

What about you? How has God spokento you? In what ways has he laid his hand on

you? Can you point to instances when he has given you his encouragement and help?

What do you want to ask him now? What do you want to say to him?

End Notes

[1] See on W. Barclay, The Daily Study Bible, The Revelation of John, Volume 1, The
oawrA "ruowsB M mws A 23. TEswilligveSeuz simplenstady of n
this word in the context of Revelation chapter 1.

@1B R'c'wmMeaeT wn Avs KsB oscnAaesrA cwsss

which is true of God. It primarily refers to his seltsacrificial nature. See on G. Kitttel

@xreuvWAANWYB+ ovsocA2ASWTSA2 AWTAWAT AWwE As Avss

44 - 55.
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2. The life of the future in the present

Before John can receive the mysteriesof the apocalypse he must come into the
presence of Christ. This is because the Saviour is the catlyst of all divine revelation.
Likewise before heavenly realities can be disclosed to the seven churches [of the
Revelation] they must hear the message of tke Lord. There are barriers which are
hindering some, others need strengthening in what they are doing right [see on

Revelation chapters 2 &3].

In a later chapter we will see that Ephesus needed Christlike love restoringwr wA n M
fellowshipin order to be ready for a loving heaven. Smyna had to lay itself on the altar

of willing sacrifice. Pergamum had to learn to tolerate only those practices and beliefs
which were in harmony with the Word of God. Thyatira had to leave moral and

theological relativism bemd - accepting only the absolutes of the Christian faith.

Sardis needed to awake to its true spiritual condition. Philadelphia needed to walk in an
awareness of the doors ofoppartunity God was opening to it. And Laodicea had to

invite Christ into the veay heart of its lukewarm fellowshiptaking a firm stand on the

side of the truth of Christ All of these churches were being released into a new
awareness of the grounds of entering into the intimacy of thedllowship of the Kingdom

of God [See on Revelation 2 & 3].
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These churches could only be ready for the worship of the future age if they had learnt

the lessons of the present age.John is called to enter heavenly places only when the
church, universal, represented by the seven churches, had been addresd. The whole
church in all ages, right up until today, is being spoken to by Christ in the symbolism of
these seven Asian fellowshipsSeven is the number of completeness within Jewish and
Judeo Christian thought. So the complete church is being addresselly the living Christ
who is above all rule and authority seated in heavenly places [Ephesians 1:20]. The
churches of Revelation had real difficulties in terms of their understanding of their
position in Christ; As Paul reminds the Ephesians some time befe the apocalypse

was written that they were to realise that they themselves should consider that they
Bsywys Rywgwnsuvu A#n BwAv vwee+ Aruv 2ausl @AAB
Jesus [Ephesians 2:6 RSV]. However, Ephesus which had started out \ell ended up
2ANWrI3 Avs BwAgeg gaansTA AS AVvSs NWYWr Twnne?
churches addressed needed to recognise that they were not to be shaped by the world
views of paganism and humanism around them, but rather to model thecorporate life
style on their position with Christ above all rule and authority. It is still the same today
we forget our position in Christ who has called us out of the dark ethos of this present
world, to live with a new perception of ourselves as alrady having eternal life, having

Rnannsuv ABsw Swae vsoaAv ApaA 2wssT @EAVT
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A doorway to the future

A door is opened in heaven [Revelation 4:1], and John is immediately in the Spirit. He

is now permitted to enter the heavenly realms. Paul speaks of th EPOURANIA in

Ephesians 1:3 & 2:6. This New Testament Greek term describes the exalted position

AvaA Esn®n van BwAv cAUL- heavehlyw g@e Believetr wn A wsg
who has accepted the dying Lord also takes part in the ascended Lotdn B wT A A wE A B =
darkness.To partake of this redemption means that thefocal point is now on our

spiritual position with the heavenly Jesuss we are seated their with him in the

heavenly places enjoying all of his victory over all the powers of darknessrad

negativity placing ourselves in that position because Christ makes it clear that we enjoy

that position with him by association through his saving grace means that his Spirit

makes it possible to overcome every obstacle to faith and effective living falesus right

now as we continue to share the gospel with those around us.

ovVs AVYWAAWAT WA 8 nNAavAda3Isw Wlr 2NTVAAA2ASWT A
comes from theGreek®B A wu RentvaAarT+ Bvwtv g2s54arn Rsrol
Eschatologicalsalvation means that when we trust Jesus as our saviour we start at that

moment to be eternal creatures. We are no longer considered by God to be mortal

creatures who will die, and live but once, but we are now considered to have gone

beyond the grave,andA A vaB s nAgwAsu 2wBwr3 dq@omsauvE  wr
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5:24 & 2 Corinthians 5:16 J 18]. It is like we had got in to a time machine and been

transported beyond the end of the world, and, that we had started to live forever in

cAULMn S#&A Aightnow! WhisIswhakGod wants us to understand, and this is

how he wants us to perceive our position with him right now This means that Jesus

has won everything for us.His death for all sin, his victory over the grave, and his

ascension to the highest pace, above all rule and authority, is ours the moment we put

our trust in him. Paul pictures this in terms of entering into the life of the future age in

the present [Romans 6:23]. We begin eternal life the moment we believe [John 5:24].

Thereafter we can never be lost in any circumstance that life throws at us [John 10:27

- 29 & Romans 8:38 & 39]. There will be 100% surety that we belong to God

forever. There needbe no fear of futureloss.8 A v Asnr MA sq9Advesor vaB B s
unsaved Rebellious, orholy, we can be sure that our feelings are only an illusion

compared to the factsof who we now are in Christ Jesus We should rely on the facts,

not on feelings, in other words.There will be times when emotions contradicfaith.

Learn that you can have hose times. It is important not to dialogue with ourselves

during the difficult periods, because the tendency willé&to make mountains out of mole

hills. The more that we focus on something the bigger it gets;this may be called the
magnifying glass prinple.c Ao Mn wse2sUVUE SAw g2e vAAr wr nhAg.
d4s2wsBsw AvaA vs.avs van Rmnannsu ABsw sSwasr U

anything enlarge upon that!
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The data base of life

Revelation 13:8 states it another way:

Ro - - - - dwell ore earth ®vilt worship it, everyone whose name
has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book

AS 2W3SS AS Avs | a2y AvaA Ban npnezawr-T @oonw

This verse comes within the context of a symbolic demonic being who wishes all people
to worship Satan. The sense of the verse is in the negative, athough the ramifications

of its' argument has volumes to add to our encouragementThere are, by implication,
nsAanegs Bva vaBs vau Avsosww 1925 AsTAwseE Byw
before the world began. Revelation 17:8 & 21:20 mention this record book again.

Before the world was made God foreknew all those individuals who would make it to
future glory. This does not mean that God makes some people saved and others lost,
but it does indicate that he foreknows all who will be saved, and he has already
recorded their names in the eternal book of his future kingdomOf course some may
laugh at the idea of a literal record book, but the scripture is clear all the same God
knows us in advanceas his eternally secure creatures, and that is the important thing

not to be lost sight of!
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Indeed John in his gospelreinforces this by telling the story of a time when Jesus told

Peter how he would die. John says that by this Peter understood that Jesushad given

VW WI sSAvYeaAwAr wr auvBarts Ar vaB8 vs Bakzy R
look at what Peter had been through when he denied Jesus on the night of his

betrayal, we can see that Peter had every reason for diture insecurity. Would he day

Jesus again in the future? How could he rely on his own self estimation when it proved

that he had got it so wrong already?E s n%An nsatEn AA vwe wr A 24arkE
EANER Bweze ge2BaEn BAwwE AygA EAAE Bwzgyouz A =25 U
know that when you die, it will be as a man destined for eternal glory. You will make it
MSASw+ gqruv p BagrA EAE AN us sSr-19 Atdthesgdu dE  wA
of this chapter | share how God told me that | was eternally secure. | believethat every

Christian who has once received the Holy Spirit will know that they belong to God

forever [Romans 8:14 &15]. God wants us to know that we can never be separated

from him as his elect children [Romans 8:31- 39].

A distortion which can nullify fiture security

ovs ocnwnhAagas AA Avs @nvsawdarn wrsawen £ AvgaA
powers of evil [Ephesians 1]. In Ephesus [See Revelation 2 comparing it with the
snwnhAas AA Avs @nvsawar nB a9 Swadaaificevwm® awwnsrT

not enough to win the battle against evil. Other practices beyond grace, and faith, were
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needed. This was yet again another form of salvation by works as opposed to grace.

ANZ

2ANWAT N+ eenvsnawar Mn nwnA sw these otlierr 3 wWB s n

practices, which were thought to le the key to a special secret about salvation. Paul

outlines them in the following terms:

oV S

Av g

RovowsoAws 25A TA AT S nann zAu3esr A AT
with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. These are only a shadow

of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ. Let no one disqualify

you, insisting on selfabasement and worship of angels, taking his stand on

visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, and noholding fast to

the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together througtts'

joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God|[Col. 2:16 - 19 -

RSV].

£ n

NsosTwsA A AvewnAwar BwtAaAwE  wosiansr CAULMR

AL RgwupaBAYT wn Rswae cAULUT AT 2E- PA TAR>SH

or activity. Man cannot will himself to change. He either receives it by simple faith, or

lives in bondage to the Jewish regulations, that had produced spiritualeath in that

nation. Judaism had become so fixated onMosaic practicesthat it lost sight of the true

goal of those practices, foreshadowed in its sacrificial system. With the Arrival of Jesus

Av s

nvaovand e2s5A wAITM wsge wA Eebrews®r wwswT s B an
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Bondage is the inevitable result of humanistic efforts to win favour with God, or to
change oneés self. Paul comments in Gal 2:19,20 that the purpose of the lav was to
show man that he could not produce salvation, or, for that matter, change s life by
adhering to a law code is true for any individual who thinks they can earn merit with
God by human efforts It is only by giving up/dying to self effort that salvation can be
realised [See also Ephesians 2:8]. Paul pictures this as an act of self crucifixion with
Christ [Galatians 2:20]. The law was never given to keep, but to be a demonstration
that we could not become holy by it. The new life of grace is not constructed to exist
by moral, or ceremonial law, but by walking by the Spirit. We areto let what God
wants to do for us happen in us. It is the Spirit who will grow what are described as
fruit in our lives [Galatians 5:22 - 24]. A level of morality that far exceeds the law will
then becomeself evident [Galatians 5:16]. This will happen because our real inner
most selves have beenchanged by the purity of Christfrom then on new positive
Christlike traits of character will spring up from deep inside. The Holy Spirit is the

means by which Christ forever after dwells in us.

In Galatians Pau highlights this very clearly. The church of Galatia had succumbed to a

salvation by works philosophy. He targets this failing directly to a life bereft of the

BAawzIwrsn A cAUMAN naAaBswsw3tT DA2E onwwwA
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O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitbed you, before whose eyes Jesus

Christ was publidy portrayed as crucified? Let me ask you only this:
Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law, or by hearing with
faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun with the Spirit, are you now
ending with the flesh? Did you experience so many things in vain?

- if it really is in vain. Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and
works miracles among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing

with faith? [Gal. 3:1 - 5 - RSV].

DAB cAUL BAaAwzn wife Avs aAvevwnAwar Mn a2 w

cALUMA onwwwA wia AvVvs O2NWWWA ADS SYATS- @O TATT
trust and receive his presenceas a simple present or gift When we receive the Holy

Spirit we have discovered the key to the life of the future in the present. Heoffers us

the complete victory of Jesus over sin. Paul is filled with awe concerning this reality in

his letter to the Ephesians. He says:

For this reason, because | have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus
and your love toward all the saints, | do not cease to give thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in
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the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened,

that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you,
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what
is the immeasurablegreatness of his power in us who believe,
according to the working of his great might which he accomplished
in Christ when he raised him from the dead and made him sit at

his right hand in heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only
in this age but also in that which is to come; and he has put all
things under his feet and has made him the head over all things

for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills

all in all. [Ephesians 1:15- 23 - RSV]

Also consider what he says in Ephesians 2:5 & 6:

..... when we were dead through ourtrespasses, made us alive together

with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with

him, and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ

Jesus. [RSV].

There are some important teachings to be deduced from this passage:
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[1] God has given us a R pirit of revelatiod and wisdom. He directly revealswho we

have become by virtue of our connection to ChristJesus hasRaccomplished
everything, not just some things, so that we can be totally saved. There is no partial
gospel theologyhere. Salvation is pictured as a completed package given to us in order

to give us 100% security for now and the future.

[2] We are to see ourselves as Rsaintd!. RSaints are not a select few, canonised by

the church, but all believers are included.

[8] ovwn wsBsezaAwar wrsAawen £ AvgA Bs vagBs ge
Satan and sin dwelling in us. It is a gift to us. We are not to look to the future for it.

We are not to work for it. We cannot even will it into existence. It is already aurs in
Jesus. We just need to trust that it is true. Satan is utterly defeated. We only have to
inform him of this. His foothold n human lives was destroyed atconversion, when a
new nature was implanted in the ChristianAll that is required is to know, and to

accept, what we already are in Christ. There is no special methodologyto acquire it.
Just trust the complete victory which is already signed sealed and deliveretb us by

Av s Ronwwlwis ours by vigus of ur donnection with Jesus. Heis above all
rule and authority- those forces of spiritual wickedness said to exist in heavenly places
are nullified [Ephesians 6:20]. New spiritual birth is a real, new implanted nature in us,

which we now possess[Colossians 3:10]. It is as much ours now as new spiritual
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children of God, as our physical lives were when our parents brought us into the world.

Some Christians seem to have got so hung up on their freewill, and their right to
choose, that they have almost gone over to a gospel of the power bchoice. What God
has given to us is not primarily free will, but rather to trust the new nature he has put

in us; which is in the likeness of Jesus. Jesus power to overcome all sin is ours to take
hold of in trust. It has been implanted in us miraculous} at the point of new birth [John
3:1- 16 & Colossians 3:9,10 & 2 Corinthians 5:16 J 18]. We are not saved by
choosing to be changed, but we are saved by God choosing to save u§Ephesians

2:8] . Even our future works, and destinies, are prepared in advancéor us to walk to
SA22AB an Bs uownTtTaABsyw saTtTv o uvuaE BvaA caAauvuMa o oon
[Ephesians 2:8 J 10 & John 5:19] Humanism has a lot to say about our right to
choose. It is the buzz word of post- modernism, but Christians cannot prduce
anything in themselves by simply choosing to change by their own power, or piety. As
Peter said of the lame man who was healed by him[through the Spirit of Jesus

dwelling in him]:

Lisr As pnwase+ BvE uan EAAE BAarTwswy aA Avwnh
though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of

Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his

servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of

Pilate, when he had decided to release him....And his name, by faith
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WI VWA T2+ van f2a9us Avwnan 24r1r nNAWYAT 3- - - -

It is Jesus alone who changes us, heals us, and empowers usthis is the central thesis
of the Acts model of ministry, mission and evangelismit is not by the p ower of our
choice or will that lives are transformed but by the Spirit of Jesus [Acts 16:8]. The

Bible has very little to say about the power of our choices. It has a great deal to say
about the power that is opened to us through Faith in what Jesus has &eady
completely achieved for us on the Cross, and by virtue of hisresurrection to eternal life.
Because of Him we have power, not because of anything in ourselves. Beware of the
false gospel of salvation by choice. Satan is peddling it in the church toay! It is

derived from individualist psychologies and philosophies; it is not the basis for the great
cAnNnse A3 A& Butitisbasedion a Rlsespremise which makes man and

his freedom more important than the God who made him.

[4] We are seat ed above all rule and authority with Jesus infheavenly places. That is
how Paul means us to perceive it! The victory of the future age is already ours.
Nothing can get in the way of our relationship with Jesusexcept our own humanism
The Devil may try to convince us he can, but he cannot. This is the truth! This is our
liberty! @5 aws rAB avawwr3 wr AvwwanAMA 2wss
1:32 AsaTtvsn AvaA BwAv Esn®n gwwwBaez Avs

of God right now. We have been born into it once for all [See John 3:1-18].
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[5] The will of God is for us to be totally liberated.

Future life as present worship

This all relates to the way we worship God. If we only see ourselves as struggling
individuals, hobblg on our way to heaven, then that is how we will express ourselves
in worship. However, if we consider ourselves to be living the life of the future in the
present, then we will have reached a realistic sense of security. Our spirits will then
unite with the Holy Spirit, and we will be spiritually transported into the liberty of the
worshippers of the future age. Real Christian worship starts when we know that we
cannot ever be lost to that future. Many people offer a praise which is not praise at all
- for it is based on fear of loss. God does not want this for them; so he has promised

that we are eternally his!

CAWYUAT B>+ WT DWN ¥AA3 RmMgZfz2+ Avs onwwwA 4ar

critical observations about living this life of the futte in the present and it is well worth

the read [consider notes 3 J 6 from Fees booK .
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EAVIMA BWAWAT AS NWsnNsrA sSEAEwys asTAYwAE

It is this Rabsolute certainty of our inseparable eternal security in Christ which informs

the vision John receives, of the life of future worship in Revelation chapters 4 & 5.

ovwn BwsB aAs vocaBsreE Bawavwn+ daruv AvewnAMna

authoriy, is what gave the absolute certainty of salvation to the early Christians, who
saw themselves as already partaking of this life of future worship through the Spirit.
The 24 elders, representing Old Covenant and New Covenant Spiritual Israel, draw the
attention of believers to their already existing spiritual position in the eternal Kingdom of
God. The visions of Revelation 4 & 5 should give us a practical focus of what is

already ours.

It is only as the church loses sight of itself, and starts to see itself as belonging to

Christ, that it will be able to start to live the new radical, holy lifestyle of worship that
cCAL BarAn £Apn0 AN nAannsnn- s AEY BwsB o oA
then we will find ourselves focussing on our own weakngses. This will occur because
we have no real hope in an omnipotent Jesus. The end result will be a sense of

defeat. The message of Scripture is that we already have the victory in JesusWe
already have the full spiritual armour of God that is our possesson through the

indwelling of the Spirit of Jesus.We need to wear this armour with a full understanding

of the completeness of its defensive and offensive capabilities which Christ has
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delivered to us through his indwelling SpirifEph. 6:12].

The seven churches of Asia needed to picturethemselves as no longer part of this
BAawzuv+ wAA gan nawvwA As Avs vsosdaBsreE 2wssonAEezs
worldisnotmyhn £ 5+ b M2 z £n A Tgif omr gonvictionsare Aowvink A A3 v
agreement withthis realisation we will inevitably set ourselves up for spiritual failure.
The seven churches, being full of weakness, uncertainty and insecurity, needed a vision
of the worship of the future, in order to have a clear picture of who they already were

in Christ. This vision is an individual and corporate sense of awareness of the
completely new creatures Christ has made us intoThis was to be the ultimate
encouragement for early Christians who had come to a newgelf perceptionabout their
real identitiesin Christ. Christ had alreadymade them completely new creatures as the
sense of the original Greek in 2 Corinthians 5: 17 demonstratedThe pictures of

chapters 4 and 5 of Revelation are to be taken as the goal towards which the church

must shoot.

The story is complete - God has said so!

The heavenly beings surround the throne of redemption echoing what Christ has
achieved on the cross for the church. The Greek is in the aorist tense. As we will note

later, this assuage almost always is an expression ok completed action, once and for
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all, inpasttime.ovwn wn 5B swE  ghogewhoBpartaki im thig fotwelife a 3 = -

awarenessknow that redemption is completely theirslt is the concept of being bought
back from slavery. We have once for all beenbought back from bondage to sin and
Satan. The victory is ours by right. Whatever Satan says about your failings it no longer
matters. You are completely Gods! n A n nYon arevsavied! Satan need no longer

have a foothold.

Some people think of themsdd sn an sSAAruv+ 94%&A sSsanwekE 2aAnA-

c AL Mn 2 isthat welwll never be lost. There will never be a time when we will

be overcometo the point of eternal separation We are totally and irrevocably saved.

All we have to do is trust it. What a security, what a joy. There is no need to keep on

with the vicious circle of introspection to see whether we are good enough to be saved,

AY BvagA wA wn AvgA wn rTAB vwruswwr3 cAuvMna B
dealt with atthe cross. £A T MA nnsr v EAAw 2 w:motive, bl lomenim wr 3 E A
on what you already are in Christ, and rejoice that you will always be that for ever and

ever. We are transformed by beholding his glory, rather than by gazing at our own

navels.
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What scripture says about the grounds of Christian security

So often people unconsciouslythink of themselves as having been started on the
Christian journey by an act of free grace, and ever after they have to work at keeping

themselves free from sin. But theteaching of Scripture is:

[1] At the cross Jesus died for all sin once and for all; thus giving the Christian
complete atonement. We never again need to seeurseles as struggling sinnes, but

as a saved and accepted sains [1 Peter 3:18].

[2] He just ified us once for all. He completely forgave our sins from the beginning to
end of our lives. He also completely covered us with hisrighteousnessonce for all from
beginning to end. Hence we no longer need to fear condemnation [Romans 8:1]. This
does not, however, give us the right to sin as much as we like. Real gratitude to God

will make us want to please him, not disobey him!

[3] He offers us complete victory and security. We no longer need to see ourselves as
sinners, but as saints. We belong to him.Victory over sin is not won by our present
activities to overcome it,but it was won 2000 years ago on the cross of Christ

[Romans 6:1-4]. Hence it is impossible to try to make something ours which was ours
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from the moment of conversion. Rather than seein@urselves as struggling sinners, we

need to see ourselves as victorious saints.

Living between times

We are now living between times. Theologians speak of thé&nhow2 and Rhot yetl. We

Avs RraBT naBsu+ wAEA B s quws R ashotheatthat wr v o o
we focus on our suffering and pain, but that we focus on what is ours as a 100%

certainty. When the physical reality of the Kingdom of God takes over in this world

destroying all other competitors we will be there [Daniel 2:44 & 7:13,14].

The Rhot yeftT of this future was what Paul strove to reachforgetting what lad behind,

and pressing on towards the goal[Philippians 3:12]. His was a positive focus. So

much of modern psychology would have our past dominate our present. For Paul the

only past which dominated his present was the fact that all of his sin past, present and

future had been paid for & the cross. This positive mind setmeant that he was not tied

down by the skeletons in his closet anymore. Satan could not use thenagainst hm.

He was already singing with the redeemedbefore the victorious Lambwr v wn f2wr v Mn
[Revelation 7]. When Paul and Silas were imprisoned in Philippi they sang praises to

God and there was an earth quake and the doors of the prison were thrown open

[Acts 16:25]. This was a very practical demonstration of the power of Jesus as he

Page43of 179



44
shared his position of authority over earthly principalities, and demonic forcefpm his

seat at the right hand of God. Paul and Silas exercised their place seated with Christ
and Jesus released them from all constraint and human attempts to contain the mission

of the gospel work.

How God offers encouragment

A person with a gift of prophecy gave Jenny and la Word from the Lord, which came
after a particularly hard experiace. He told how he had seen us standing by a pile of
stones which we had raised as a monument to the past. At first we wereobsessedwith
this monument. It seemed to dominate the terrain. We became discouraged and walked
away in darkness. Then the Lord aged us to look back. We had not noticed before

that next to it was a well bathed in light. He told us to go back and drink of it. Once

we had done this we walked away with a new sense of purpose- free from the past.

Through thispicture God showed us tha we were holding onto the past. We had in
theory accepted that it was all buried at the cross, but in practice we still clung on to it.
It was God who released us from thisto a new starting point It was for us to start to
see ourselves as completely newcreatures. Not sinners, but saints- bathed in the joy

of eternal security.
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To resist the Devil effectively we need to see that our pasts are dead, and buried, at
the cross. We no longer must dwell on them. We no longer must focus our minds on
them. We must not get into a dialogue with Satan about our pasts, and the hindrances
they can place on us. God the Father has made us completely new, and he never
again asks us to dwell on that which has become history, except to rejoice that we are

now living in the light, although we were oncein darkness.

DsAwWAND Bvwtv aws 249452250 RrsB npAgywAT

He has given us a new start. This is the new heart of the covenant spoken of by

Ezekiel in chapter 36, verses 26 & 27. It is a new self which belongs to the future

age. It is a victorious heart which has created us as new beings. We must lose our old

identities as we focus on our new identity. And in so doing we will find out who we

really are. God is completely reliable, and he has given this new nature to us once for

all [ Collosians 3:9&10]. The Deuvil is the prototypical liar; he will try to turn us away

from this truth. He will aim to make us look to our old selves. He will try to make us

VAZ2U ATAANA AEY nanAn+ gaw3sAwr3 AvagA Avage wn Av
wn R rs8 vsawA p Bwee 3wBs EAlcausayouts® nnwww

walk in my waysT [Ezekiel 36:26,27].
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This, then, is an imporiant contrast between the enemiesvay that leads to misery, and

Avs |1 AwuMn B aE B agbundant fullire fdahn T04Q. kmowsthat his
BaEn aws ww3vA SAW 25 SWAR SPnswwsr 1o
AruvswnAar vwr 3 T[Prévesbs 8:5) sMay tbeBLavdhJesus do this for you and
I. We are to perceiveour selves as competely new persors in Jesus. | accept it to be
so with joy and delight for myself and ask the Lord to change any unwillingness in me.

He can even do that. May he do the same for you too! Amen!

And this means that there is no hindrance for us to worship @d with abandon,

because he has a solution to every challenge!

Personal Worship File

pM22 T s35Bsywy sSsaAaw3sA Ays vaE Bysro CAUL Ap2uU

Romans 8:28 -30, which | had done many times. | had always resisted the notion that
anyone could know that they were inseparably bound to God forever. As | read it once
more God said to me look at the verbs. | did this, realising that they were all in the
aorist tense- which is the tense which expresses a once for all completed actiomi

past time in ancient Greek
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| noticed that it said that God had foreknown predestined, called, justified and glorified

the believer all as a complete action in the past.

ovsr ar Wrrsw BawTtTs nawu AA =25 RovdaAablwn E A E

Lwrs-1T

God had just told me that | was his. This has changed my life. | no longer see myself

as a sinner who might make it to heaven, but as a saint who will!

My Response

[1] What things have been holding me back? Consider your Christian experiere and

see if you can identify issues which are not as yet resolved.

[2] How can seeing yourself as a possessor of eternal life now help you?

End Notes
[1] H. K. Moulton, The Analytical Greek Lexicon Revised, Zondervan, USA, 1978

Page 164.
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[2]The BAwyv RsatTvaAazeAa3SET TAxsn SwAr AVvs CcwssSs3
term used to describe the events leading up to, and being part of, the end of the world
TA2e2wraAwrs BwAv cAuvMn zAu3s2srA A Avs Bwr3s
elect to be with him forever living in heavenly perfection with himlt is during this final

Awses AvagA Avwn nwsnasrA 935 A nwr Bwee ws Ao
Bwee ¥4s nvEnanwrtsazezE wsogewnsu- ovs Asyw Renrtvs
that with the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus that all those who are

converted have their future salvation secureth the present world they now live with a

present awareness that they are no longer part of the world, but rather they see

themselves as living the life of the future in the present Much more could be said in

definition, but at the most fundamental level this is what theologians mean when they

use this term. Having said this, some may see it differently. For a more comprehension

study of this concept see on: Gordon Fee,RPaul, v 5 o nwwwA daruv Avs MSAN

Hodder & Stoughton, London, 1997.

[3] Ibid, page 52

[4] Op Cit page 53

[5] Op Cit pages 54 & 55
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[6] Op Cit page 61
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3. Change the Way You See Things

We now move from the general to the particular. This particularity has been one of the
most hotly debated topics in the history of the church. It is still contentious, and often

makes for many rifts in fellowships.

We are talking about the form that woship takes. Liturgical scholars distinguish
between form and meaning. Worship may take many different forms, but it is the

meaning that is attached to it which is the most critical factor.

ovs @r3ewnv Bawu sSAaw BavwapvwninanewBwoizshAnsswHh
CAU- ovs cwss3 Bawu ZAasuv wr Avs '"naTAaz2Ennans R
act of prostration before the deity. Worship which does not set God in the highest place

in our lives is a dead form. Neither is it something we take partin for one hour per

week neglecting doing so in the other 167.

The same John who was given the visions of the Revelation was the man who

recorded these famous words of Jesus:

RcaAauv wn anwwwA+ 4dr v

Those who worship him must
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oAYAvwn wr onwehn@w2M4R8W]v AwAEAV-T @E

Jesus was a radical. Radical worship is a lifestyle, not focussed on a place and time,
but on a person and in a special relationship. True worshippers give God the glory and
honour in every aspect of their lives, at work, whilst driving thecar, at church, in the
shops and at home. One hour a week of following a set liturgical exercise can be a
dead and meaningless form if we are not radical followers of Jesus Christ throughout

the rest of our week.

The many debates and heated discussions whh transpire concerning the worship hour

pale into insignificance when judged by the criteria of a lifestyle of worship in Spirit and

truth.

1. The radical worship of the future age

The apocalypse challenges our worship forms. John the Apostle falls adead at the
WWNsSI AVWYWAAMA oSDsosA @osBsezaAwar 0906B- br
light of the infinite. As R. C. Sproul writes concerning the famous studies undertaken by
Rudolf Otto, there is a definite response of the human when anfronted by the divine

[1] . This phenomenology of human encounter with the divineen v snTwwnA wB =

reaction to Jesus Christ.
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