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Glossary 

 

Revelation Knowledge: This means the type of knowledge which is derived through the work of the 
Holy Spirit through the eyes and ears of the heart. It does not come from a human source, but from 
ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩ ǿƘƻ ŘǿŜƭƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ spirit. 

 

Rhema: This comes from the Greek word Rhmatos [Rhematos] which stands for the spoken word as 

opposed to the written word Logos [Logos]. In revelation terms this is the word that is used again and 

again in the New Testament when speaking of the words of God. It means that when Godôs word is 

read that we are listening to still speaking words. Rhema also stands for the voice of God which is 

perceived as spontaneous thoughts or ideas which light upon our minds when the Holy Spirit 

communicates with us through our hearts. 

 

Lamad: is a Hebrew word which stands for a word of instruction to a learner or a disciple. In terms of 

this book it means the way that the Old Testament prophets and Jesus and his Apostles learnt through 

the direct disciple-ing, or apprenticing, of their hearts by the Spirit of God. It stands for the way that 

Christians go about mission activity as they live by the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit 

showing them what God wants to do through them next, and what he wants to teach them next. The 

key text in this regard is found in John 5:19, 20; which tells us that Jesus never did anything unless he 

saw ñhis Father doing itò. Hence ñLamadò mission is based on the way that Jesus did things ï 

following his Fatherôs heart! 

 

All other terms in the book are explained or self explanatory in the context in which they are used. 
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Chapter 1 ς A Revelation Based Approach to Mission and Evangelism in Secularised Britain, 
Europe, America 

 

I have been involved in mission and evangelism to the so called un-churched sector of British society 
for the past 19 years. As I will discuss in the next chapter the facts about post modern Britain 
demonstrate that contemporary British people have moved away from a view which has a Christ 
centred world view toward a secularised rationalism and, or, an experiential search for meaning with 
New Age Mysticism or other ideological routes. Indeed humanism and rationalism in the British 
church scene may be said to be widely embraced in the more liberally compromising established 
denominations to a lesser or greater extent. Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŦǊŜŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘέ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻƴ-
denominational the picture is mixed, and in the widely acclaimed restoration style churches there is 
a definite heart to restore the church to its first century revelation based community life!1 House 
groups play a significant role in the social and relational basis for encouraging people to explore 
spiritual experiences others are having. The purpose of my dissertation is to frankly consider current 
trends of Christian mission to British secular culture and by extension raise issues and training needs 
which can be transferred to other expressions of Western culture in Europe or North America; 
particularly, in the light of what seems to me to be the New Testament model, which to a greater or 
lesser extent may be loosely labelled as coming from restoration-ism. 

 

My own experience of mission to secular/un-churched society seems to agree notionally with the 
statistics which indicate that between 40 ς 50% of people are completely un-churched in the United 
Kingdom. The great challenge which burns as a passion in my heart is to reach out to people so that 
they may come to have a deep and intimate reciprocal relationship with Jesus Christ through the 
enabling of his Holy Spirit. Relationship and intimacy with the God-head are the prime passions of 
my own life as an unashamed charismatic evangelical Christian. And my experience has taught me 
that the only type of evangelism that really works is that which is derived through the media of 
revelation knowledge. Paul writes to the Ephesians: 

 

άL ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎŜŀǎŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in 
ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƳέ2.  

 

It cannot be over-ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘƛŎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ ǘŜǊƳ ŦƻǊ άǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛǎ apokaluyis [APOCALYPSIS] 

which translates as an ñuncovering of something which is hidden until it is revealed.ò
3
 Paul prays that 

the Christians who live in Ephesus might have the eyes and ears of their spiritual hearts opened so that 

they may receive revelation knowledge. The only way that the people of Christ can be or become 

people of Christ is if they have their blinded spiritual eyes opened to see what Christ is doing in the 

unseen supernatural world to all those who are blinded by the so called ñgod of this worldò 
4
. This is 

based on several simple facts in Paulôs outlook on the way God guides people and saves people. So let 

us consider these factors: 

                                                           
1
 Walker, 1998: 129 - 170 

2
 Ephesians 1:16, 17 RSV 

3
 Moulton, 1981:42 

4
 Ephesians 2:1-4 
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1. Paulôs own conversion experience set the paradigm for all of his philosophy to 
evangelism and discipleship. He writes of his conversion experience on his way to 

persecute Christians at Damascus the following: 

 

 

 

 

ñFor I would  have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is 

not manôs gospel, for I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came 

through a revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my former life in 

Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it; and I 

advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely 

zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. But when he who had set me apart 

before I was born, and had called me through his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son 

to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not confer with flesh 

and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were elders before me, but I 

went away into Arabia; and again I returned to Damascus.ò 
5
 

 

The radical turn around in Paulôs life story from being a convinced Jew against Christ, and his 

disciples, to himself becoming a disciple, set the whole tenor of his lifeôs work telling others 

about Christ into clear focus; for Paul Christ is revealed ñto himò or ñin himò
6
. The Spirit of 

Jesus comes into his very soul. Christ proves his reality through word and vision
7
. Paul needs 

no one in the first place to teach him anything but he departs to Arabia and allows Christ to 

continue to reveal himself to Paul through the eyes and ears of his heart by the Holy Spiritôs 

living presence in him. To Paul there is only one way that evangelism can happen and that is 

the same way that it happened for him ï by ñrevelationò; an uncovering of the real living 

Jesus who is alive for evermore in the supernatural world of God 
8
. The born a gain Christian, 

who now possesses a new heart, makes continuous contact with Jesus by his Spirit in the 

super natural world! 

 

So a first principle of New Testament Mission and Evangelism is that Christ is directly 

involved in still making disciples by direct communication with them as his humble learners; 

through the eyes and ears of their new covenant hearts. Christ actually dwells in the deepest 

recesses of the new Christian heart and we are to live by intimate two way dialogical 

communication and relationship with him. Consider how Paul pictures this reality: 

 

ñAnd even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. In their 

case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them 

from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the likeness of God. 

For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your 

servants for Jesusô sake. For it is the God who said, óLet light shine out of darkness,ô 

                                                           
5
 Galatians 1:11 ς 17 RSV 

6
 Ibid. 1:16 

7
 Acts 9 

8
 Fee, 1994:372 
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who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 

the face of Christ.ò
9
  

  

There is only one way to be convinced about the reality of Jesus and that is for him to live in 

Christian hearts by the reality of his communicative living Spirit. In other words people are 

only converted to a relationship with Christ by opening their hearts to the proof of his 

continued life by him being continuously revealed alive and well; giving vision and thought 

to the eyes and ears of their hearts. 

 

This is exactly what convinced me to become a follower of Jesus because he became real to 

me the moment he filled my inner most being with his Spirit. From the day of my conversion 

I have had a living dialoguing relationship with him in the depths of my heart. Post modern 

secular people need to find Jesus exactly as I did, and as Paul and all early post Pentecost 

Christians of the first Century did
10

! 

 

2. When the church in the Roman province of Galatia went off the rails, and started to try to 

find other ways of living Christian life, Paul did not write his letter to them trying to 

convince them to sort out their lives for themselves. He did not set out church 

programmes that would keep them on track. He did not appeal to things they had 

achieved as Christians as the basis for them to try even harder to be faithful Christians. 

He did not brow beat them with manipulation and guilt trip strategies. No! Paul appealed 

to their experience of the living Christ who worked among them solely on the basis of 

revelation knowledge and life. He writes: 

 

 

ñO foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was 

publicly portrayed as crucified? Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit 

by works of the law, or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun with 

the Spirit, are you now ending with the flesh? Did you experience so many things in 

vain? ï If it really is in vain. Does he who supplies [present continuous tense, 

continues to supply] the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works 

of the law, or by hearing with faith?
11

  

 

And this short passage makes the point all too strongly, the ñonlyò thing that Paul wants them 

to consider is the basis of their ongoing relationship with Jesus, ñIs it based on a supernatural 

indwelling of the living speaking Spirit of Jesus in their lives?ò Or ñIs it based on reaching 

performance targets to get God on their side by doing things to please him and win his 

favour?ò Clearly their relationship with God is based on ñonly thisò revelation reciprocity. 

 

When I had first become a Christian, and upon attending church for a while, I became 

confused with the many young people who had been brought up in the church; they 

considered my open declarations that I had met Jesus personally, and that he spoke to me 

daily in my heart by his Spirit, as weird or even crazy! It must be said that the church was an 

                                                           
9
 2 Corinthians 4:3 ς 6 RSV 

10
 Frost and Hirsch, 2003: 22 

11
 Galatians 3:1 ς 5 RSV 
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inter-generational church and the young people were from second or third generation 

Christian families. Some years after joining, and having gone to study at university, I returned 

to the same church and almost 90% of the 70 odd young people that I knew previously had 

left the church with no faith or experience of God they could speak of. I met up with some of 

these young people years later, who were then married with children of their own, at an Alpha 

course I was conducting with another friend, and they still had not experienced the revelation 

of Christ through his Spirit. 

 

The point I am driving home here is how different church can become! Consider how far it 

can move from the New Testament blue print that exemplif ies the normal Christian life based 

on revelation knowledge. 

 

3. The Pauline epistemology is really based on the whole way he describes the gospel, and 

itsô current appearance in the person of Jesus Christ; beginning in first century Palestine. 

He writes: 

 

 

ñOf this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of Godôs grace which was 

given me by the working of his power. To me, though I am the very least of all the 

saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 

Christ, and to make all men see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in 

God who created all things; that through the church the manifold wisdom of God 

might now be made known to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places. 

This was according to the eternal purpose, which he has realized in Christ Jesus our 

Lord, in whom we have boldness and confidence of access through our faith in 

him.ò
12

  

 

 

Up until the appearance of Jesus through incarnation in flesh and blood, the plan of God 

remained hidden to the extent that it was only pointed forward to by prophecy which was 

authenticated by the arrival of the reality in Jesus. Jesus is the revelation knowledge of God 

brought to life in a person rather than on parchment. Godôs thought is made audible, living 

and breathing in the person of the Son of God. Before his arrival the great significance of 

Christ ï who is the gospel [the good news] ï was not understood. Only by Christôs 

incarnation is God made known
13

. So the true revelation knowledge of the gospel is not a set 

of doctrines or ideas but a person who is living, breathing, thinking, feeling and 

communicating with other sons and daughters of God through whom Jesus becomes incarnate 

in; through his indwelling Spirit. The gospel will always remain hidden as a concept, and it 

will always take life when Christian people get along side secular people and start to share 

what the intimacy of their revelation based relationship with Jesus means to their lives. Post 

modern people need to make at least 10 good friends before they will go to church, but they 

only need to make one or two close Christian friends to discover the way they too can open 

their hearts to the revelation of the liberating Saviour for themselves. 

 

Hence the thesis of this dissertation begins with the fundamental statement that Jesus is the only 

answer to reaching the secular/un-churched post modern people of today. He will do so by meeting 

                                                           
12

 Ephesians 3:7 ς 12 RSV 
13

 John 1:14, 18; 14:9 



The Lamad Book of Mission  
 

P
a

g
e9

 

them in their hearts on the basis of developing intimacy with them by his Spirit. Christian people 

cannot convert people to gospel concepts and teachings in the secularised situation ï what post 

modern people want is an experience based on revelation reality. In the first place Christians who live 

in revelation intimacy with Jesus will need to forge relationships with secular people based on Godôs 

genuine love for all of his creatures. No one is easily fooled these days; an ingenuous Christian person 

who only wants bottoms on church seats will be sent away with a few choice words by our secular 

friends. They can smell a rat a few feet away in my experience. What they want are people who have 

Christôs passionate desire resident in their hearts; to enable others to discover the Christ of super 

natural revelation. 

 

Moreover, I have been through a number of years of a wilderness experience up until about 2 years 

ago, when I started to get involved in influencing various churches and their mission outlooks again. 

In the lake district this past spring [April 2007] God gave me a piece of revelation knowledge that he 

wished me to move forward into an apostolic style of team based ministry again; which would lead to 

Britain, Europe and the world going through a great revival based on revelation relationship with 

Christ the real gospel [the person of good news sent by God]. I am not saying that this will happen 

because of me, but I am claiming that God is awakening many people in different contexts to the need 

for a flat line apostolic ministry once again ï which basis leadership on the team rather than the 

apostle. 

 

It is not the purpose of this chapter to set out all of the things God has given to me as a man being part 

of a sent [apostolic team of many thousands] team to reach the secular world. But it is my purpose to 

declare that: 

 

ñThe Spirit of the Lord is upon me [all Christian people], because he has anointed me 

to preach good news to the poor, he has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to 

proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.......ôToday this scripture has been fulfilled 

in your hearing.ôò 
14

 

 

In the following chapters I will develop what I have sensed God giving me revelation guidance on for 

reaching the un-churched/secular society of today in Britain and even Europe. 

 

I adhere to a belief that the only way to win people for Christ is through supernatural revelation of 

Christ to the eyes and ears of their hearts. However, the way that this will happen in Godôs scheme of 

things means that we need to be clear about the lessons God wants to teach the church about reaching 

people. Fundamental to it all is for Christian people who live in revelation intimacy with Jesus to 

become incarnate in genuine loving friendships for the long hall with secular people. It is taken as a 

given that they must form a relationship with genuine loving sensitive Christian friends before they 

will be facilitated by the Spirit of Jesus
15

 to explore a revelation based relationship with him. Secular 

post modern people are no longer interested in churches in the UK but they are seeking an experience 

of God. The New Age movement has won many admirers among this vast class of 50% of the British 

population. So they are seeking a knowledge of the supernatural world. They want what they see 

working for others rather than traditions. Hence let us as Christians take ground back from the enemy 

                                                           
14

 Luke 4:18, 19, 21b RSV 
15

 Acts 16:6 - 10 
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by getting along side people where they are rather than trying to get them to come to a church 

programme. As they get to love us as friends then they will want to join Godôs family of friends. The 

church fails because it does not promote families so much as programmes and schemes to reach 

people. People can only be reached if Christian people truly love them with the love of Christ, not 

dumping them at the first difficulty or hurdle, but like the hound of heaven they stick closer than glue 

to those Christ has died for. Whoever taught us that the church building is the church, or its 

programmes? The enemy I believe! No, the church is a body of people who love to be together in the 

family of God, and they want their non-Christian friends, however long it takes to be part of their 

family. Too often the church has dumped the uninterested un-churched people within minutes of 

meeting them or a few days or weeks. Jesus calls us to eternal friendships and eternal commitments to 

win the lost to intimacy with him. 

 

This intimacy is based on revelation intimacy ultimately, and it is facilitated through genuine caring 

friendships with un-churched people. The prime thesis of this dissertation is that: 

 

ñThe church has always been based on the people of the church who live in intimacy 

with Jesus dwelling in their hearts by his Spirit which communicates with them through 

the eyes and ears of their hearts! Mission to the secular world means we need to allow 

Christ to first of all become incarnate beside such people as he dwells in us, and 

ministers through us to such people, which will in turn lead to them opening their hearts 

to his Spirit as well. Revelation based mission to the secular world is the only way the 

gospel will take root in secular peopleôs hearts ï for it i s founded on them having 

revelation intimacy with Jesus by discovery from their Christian friends who they have 

relationships with already!  

 

However, the picture in the church today is that on average, various studies have shown, that 
Christian people spend about 2 minutes praying per day with 10 minutes reading the Bible. Mostly 
this is one way prayer based; asking things of God rather than seeking revelation and dialogue with 
him. If we are generous we may say people spend 15 minutes a day praying and reading the Bible ς 
ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƛƳŀŎȅ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ {ƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ōŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ŀnd say 
people spend 2 hours a week on prayer and devotional reading. There are 168 hours in a week so we 
might visualise this in the pie chart below. Life seems to be defined for the average Christian in the 
post modern period doing most things related to secular life through work, leisure and family, with 
little thought for intimacy with Jesus. 
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The new challenge is slowly being realised that ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ, need to take on a far 
smaller part of the ChristiaƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ Ŝǉuipped to see every area of their lives in 
work, leisure and at home as a ministry; in other words to see themselves as being ministers, and 
the church as a place to celebrate what has happened in the home missionΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άŎƭŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ 
ƭŀƛǘȅέ Ƙŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦŀƴŜΣ ƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ 
ministry and those who have not. Where as in popular traditional church the pastor is seen as the 
professional Christian who is full time at his job, of being a professional Christian, and that the lay 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άƭŀƛǘȅέ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ ǘŜǊƳ ά[!h{έ ώlaos]
16

 which is used biblically to speak of the ñpeople of Godò who are all 

in Biblical terms thought to be full time professional Christians and ministers in the body of Christ; 

with Christ as the head leading them, empowering and guiding them by his Spirit who lives in their 

hearts by faith. Consider the graphs below and ask Jesus to reveal by his Spirit how you view yourself 

as his full time minister, in the work he has given you to do, and in every life situation. 

 

                                                           
16

 Moulton, 1981: 247 

Spiritual activity Compared to other 
Activities

Spiritual/intimacy

Other
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Full Time Professional Clergy in a Parochial 
Setting

100%

All Christians - the People of God - have a full 
time ministry in a Para Church Setting

100% 100% 100% 100%
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Chapter 2 ς Un-churched Parents Re-live Their Lives through their Children 

 

In the years that I have been involved with ministry to those who do not know Christ I have 
ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŀ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǘǊǳŜ ƻŦ άŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎέΤ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿŀƴǘ 
the best for their children because they re-live their lives through them! 

 

This was not at all obvious to me in the first place, and it was not until I had worked in professional 
ministry for a few years that God revealed it to me. However, I came to realise that parents seek the 
very best for their children secretly harbouring the hope that they might go on forever if they find 
God! What a thought; anyway on with the story. I was sent to a church on the east coast of Britain 
by the guiding body of our church organisation. When Jenny [my wife] and I arrived we were 
shocked to find a church membership which was for the most part made up of members in the age 
range 50 ς 90 years old. The congregation was not large, and families with young people and 
children were not part of the picture. The membership and attendees made up about 35 people. 
They were all lovely people who were very ready to seek what God wanted them to do to reach 
others, and I have so many fond memories, and good friends; some still with us and others with the 
Lord. 

 

hǳǊ άǎƘƻŎƪέ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƎƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ 
we had come from a lively all age church environment into a situation where an all age balance did 
not exist. We did not believe in cadging members from other churches to make up our numbers, and 
we have always had a strong sense that we want to reach out in the love of Christ so that everyone 
can have the opportunity to know the Lord. If our new church family were to be an all age 
community it had to happen by reaching the un-churched and lost people of Lowestoft. I must admit 
as a young minister I wanted to make my mark as it were. I wanted God to work through me to 
ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ŀ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ L ƳŜŀƴΗ L ǿŀǎ ȅƻǳƴƎΣ ол ȅŜars old, and had 
spent 8 years of my life in the nice comfy walls of an academic environment.  During that time  I had 
completed my ministerial training, had read theology, and now worked with a team looking after the 
seminary students, the seminary church, and two other churches plus a church plant. It was all so 
easy compared to what I was faced with in my new district. 

 

On the day we arrived and were unpacking our things as the removers drove off I received my first 
ǇƘƻƴŜ ŎŀƭƭΦ άtŀǎǘƻǊ IŀǊŘȅέΣ ά¸Ŝǎ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L Řƻ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΚέΤ άL ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ 
ŦƻǊ ǳǎ Ƴȅ {ƛǎǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇΦέ ! ǿƻǊŘ 
of explanation at this point, I had never conducted a funeral let alone dealt with grieving relatives all 
on my own before. I had trained as a counsellor, but I had only really dealt with youth and families 
ƻǾŜǊ ƭŜǎǎ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƭƻǎǎΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƴƻǿΣ ōǳǘ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
emphasize we were in the process of burying church members during our first year rather than 
welcoming new babies and new families. And it was in the crucible of the experience of feeling my 
ministry was going to be defined by death a fair bit of the time that God taught me how life is 
defined by passing on to others, our children, our families, the best of what we would have ever 
wanted for ourselves. 
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The members certainly wanted to see new life come into the congregation. And God has put the 
desire to pass life on to others into each heart. So it struck me one day as I was worshipping God and 
praying for his guidance that parents want to give their children every opportunity for life. God said 
to me in so many words through revelation knowledge: 

 

άAndrew I want to reach people in this post modern generation through children and young 
people.  I want them to find me, and I want their families to find me through sharing in the 
journey of their young ones as they get to know my love and my salvation.έ 

 

This fitted perfectly with my desire because both Jenny and I genuinely loved ministry to the young, 
and the privilege of watching theƳ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŀȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǊŜŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜΦ And 
this was a key to God putting this ministry on our hearts because he had given us genuine love for 
this special age range 0 ς 18 year olds. So we found the mission which God had delivered to us for 
ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƳǇƭƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
time, but I did grasp that God was going to reach into the families of the youth and children God was 
going to bring us into relationship with. 

 

Moreover, related to this specific mission was the whole way I was being influenced by the concepts 
which were being birthed with regards to ministry to the un-churched in post modern culture, and 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭƻǿ /ǊŜŜƪ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ǿŜƭƭ ōǊŀƴŘŜŘ ά{ŜŜƪŜǊ {ŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ.  

 

In terms of the United Kingdom it was doubtlessly true to say that people were no longer turned on 
by going to church. They perceived that the chuǊŎƘΣ ƛǘǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ 
felt needs of community life [generally speaking], was a million miles from where people were at. 
And this was primarily affected by two major factors: Firstly, that the church was not speaking a 
genuine language of real relational desire to the un-churched community. Hence un-churched 
people felt that Christians were hypocrites who were only interested in them if they became the 
same sort of people as they were; not just by becoming Christians like themselves, but a certain 
brand that fitted the image of the church i.e. middle class professionals, working class etc.. Secondly, 
the church up until the early nineties had been very strategic in various kinds of evangelistic 
initiatives, which were method based, that had been interested in getting new members to fill seats. 
Although this is far too simplistic as a generalisation here, it nevertheless was the message that 
many un-churched and non-Christian people had come to expect. For instance this was confirmed 
again and again by many colleagues in ministry who found that people would come to Christian 
evangelistic meetings up to a point, but soon stopped attendance because, among other factors, a 
trained evangelism team would be interested in them, and fƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜ άŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴέ 
ώȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƻƭŘ άŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴέ Řŀȅǎϐ ǿŀǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ 
church service they were widely ignored after, or not nurtured because Christian people widely 
considered that the job had been done by the professionals and they could get on with more normal 
church life.  Hence genuine love and relationships were if anything incidental almost by accident 
when it came to members forming meaningful relationships with new comers; it was hit and miss, 
and for the most part it was missing the mark badly. The professional evangelistic team left and 
went else where because church outreach was seen as a programme delivered by professional 
trained people who among other things had been trained how to target the needs of outsiders; if 
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you like they were professional friends ς although I knew many programme driven teams who went 
from place to place who had a great love for people, and they were far from ingenuous.  

 

Indeed they longed for churches to become genuinely mission minded looking out to reach lost 
people with the love of Christ, rather than looking in. They desired to communicate their heart for 
people to local church communities ς but broadly speaking this did not occur. Recently, I had a 
picture of a particular church with most people facing inwards toward each other in the circle with a 
few looking out. It was the sense that God was saying to me: 

 

ά¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƛƴ ƻƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ ǿƘŀǘ L 
want is for the church to learn to look out as well with my eyes and my heart ς for I did not 
ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŎƪΦέ 

 

Although I am thoroughly convinced that this is true, to a large extent the church can be more 
interested in preservƛƴƎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎΩ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ, than sharing real love as Jesus commanded: 

 

ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ȅŜǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ L ŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜƪ ƳŜΤ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ L ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ǎƻ 
ƴƻǿ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ Ψ²ƘŜǊŜ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŎƻƳŜΦΩ ! ƴŜǿ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘ L give to you, 
that you love one another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this 
ŀƭƭ ƳŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦέ17  

 

So in another sense we are to selflessly serve the needs of the other without thought of our own. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǿŀǊŘƭȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ 
itself, but it is rather to be magnetic in itself in the sense that we give this love to each other, and 
that we share it with all those that we meet ς the love of Christ is an attractive force like magnetism. 
.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭƻǾŜ ƎŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǎŜƭŦΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ 
responded to his love with openness and trust. By loving each other in the church we are like the 
creatures of revelation in the sense that they had eyes all around their heads ς we look out in every 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ18. In other words we look out to 
give, rather than trying to take control and keep things safe and unchanging. This is a massive 
challenge. And of course we need to have intimacy with God so that we are continually putting our 
selfish desires for a nice comfortable life to death and rather living from a flowing relationship away 
from ourselves, and away from our churches, towards ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ Church 
buildings are no longer the place where church happens effectively! 

 

Returning to the old programme driven days, I think it is clear that what God is asking of us is to 
model his love and his friendship to all around being based on our intimacy with him, and by being 
filled with the selfless sacrificing love of Jesus through his Spirit. This love poured out in our lives 
only works if it continues to flow out, and this means we need intimacy and power from Jesus Christ 
through his Spirit. So perhaps it was once true that the professional evangelists were experts at 
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 John 13:33 RSV 
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 Romans 5:5 
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winning people by their passion for bringing them to Jesus, but we must move away from the idea of 
the professional lovers and friends of sinners to becoming intimately on fire with a love like that of 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭƻǿ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΦ And the old ways of doing outreach 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘέ ƛƴ ƛǘǎelf demonstrates that it has a defined limit. What Jesus 
ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ άŀƭƭ ƳŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦέ  .roadly speaking the concept of a 
relatively short period of out reach has ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŀƭ 
love and relationship with people. Even though the campaign days are past we have bought into the 
programme driven days which we have been somewhat thoughtlessly borrowed from our north 
American cousins; and this to a large extent because we have not thought through the very 
ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎŀǊƴŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜƭȅ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ 
people19, particularly in European post modern culture. 

 

Looking back over the past 60 years we can see how we have arrived at a point which is very 
different in the very real challenges which we now face as a church. In broad terms we cannot 
expect people to join churches today because the church is not communicating in a radically 
different language of Christ-like love in a way that people are identifying with. And this is further 
compounded by the massive changes that secularisation has transformed the way people relate to 
society. Broadly speaking in post war Britain [1945 ς 1959 roughly] Christian religious education in 
schools was widely, if not totally, made available to children.  Of course it was still part of basic 
school policy into the sixties and seventies as well, but pluralism, secularism and changes toward a 
multicultural society created a new sense of relativity as well. Acts of Christian worship were 
conducted in schools it is true until the late eighties, but the Sexual revolution of the sixties 
transformed the will of society away from traditional religious uniformity which was more ritually 
based by then, than relationally based. In post war Britain, teachers, if not committed Christians, 
paid far more than simple lip service to religious education in the curriculum because it was 
considered to be a core value of a Christian country. Family life was still well defined by church 
attendance, and in many instances bible readings, and night time prayers with the children; So 
Christian faith was part of the fabric of the normal relationships which children had with their 
teachers, and with their families. 

 

There were two major consequences of this environment. Firstly, the fundamentals of Christian 
belief were taught, and were intelligible to the young and the rising next generation of adults who 
would enter into the decade of the 1960s, and secondly, these teachings had been attained in the 
form of genuine caring human relationships ς which meant that they were given real life credibility. 

 

So the post war generation had come to understand Christian faith in terms of ƛǘΩǎΩ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ 
human life as a natural part of caring and nurturing relationships. Hence people could respond to 
Christian evangelism conducted by various denominations far more readily and naturally than post 
modern culture can because of the normative nature of what they had come to in principle accept as 
at least theoretically true as a normal part of their life and development. So the information that 
explained faith was already intelligible to them, because it had been given credibility to them 
through genuine human relationships fostered in their families and with their teachers. Today [2008] 
8% of the British population attend church regularly with a further 10% attending sporadically. This 
means that less than 20% of the population of the UK have any familial expectation of transmitted, 
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core, traditional values about religious experiences of worship. In post war Britain the expectation 
was probably that 70/80%20 of the families of British population supported church life to lesser or 
greater degrees. As only 8% go regularly in the early part of the 21st century we may deduce the 
social and cultural transmitted deficit of awareness of being involved in church community life! 

 

And this second point is vital to grasp. People do not accept new truths or ideas based on whether 
they make sense or not, so much as they do because they feel right as part of their affirming human 
relationships with others, society and in their families and friendship groups. There was a history of 
these relationships still in the fabric of the post war families and in the education system. Of course 
the war had disrupted so much of family life, and this had also initiated a destabilisation of peoples 
old accepted values and beliefs about God as well, but when people are challenged they can either 
seek safety in what gave security in the past as much as seek other ways to reclaim it. To a great 
extent post war Britain still sought security in the religion of their fathers. We know this was radically 
challenged particularly in the 1960s with the birth of the so called liberated generation of the hippie 
movement, and the explosion of personal and sexual freedom, but this is part of the broader story of 
the steps which have led to current post modern culture of the late nineties and early 21st century. 
What I really want to draw attention to is the radical difference between post war Britain and 
current post modern trends in culture in Britain and Europe. 

 

And this has to do with a fundamental difference between un-churched people today and 
acculturated churched people of the post war period. The majority of people today do not have 
Christian education as part of family life or school life. This means they do not have a memory of the 
relational importance of this to their personal family histories, and neither do they have it as a 
normative memory based on the educationally nurturing environments of schools. 

 

This means that children [generation Y], youth, young families or even grand parents do not retain a 
positive relational memory of church attendance, church life, and Christian faith. Un-churched 
people do not have the fundamentals in place in other words. They do not trust religious institutions 
as post war people were more disposed to do, and they do not have any genuine meaningful 
relationships with Christian people in the volume of relational contacts as a society of yester year 
could boast. Of course some will have such relationships, but often these relationships are defined 
by mutual respect for each other, more than that one Christian friend or acquaintance makes up for 
the deficit in the un-ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎΦ 

 

So this leads to a net result. Un-churched people need to form genuine relationships with Christian 
people whether they become Christians or not. In the first place they need to know that it matters 
not to their relationships with Christian people whether they become Christians or not. It can take a 
long time for people to move from the place where they have good Christian friends to the point 
where they might start to explore Christian faith let alone a real relationship with God. Of course 
DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ Ǉƻǎǘ 
modern people need to find the face of Christ in us, mostly, before they will seek the face of Christ 
personally for themselves. 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ άŘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ 
love? Can they be trusted? Are they after something from me? Is their God fƻǊ ǊŜŀƭΚέ [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ƴƻǘ 
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forget that God works through his body ς the people which make up his church21. God values 
genuine intimacy and loving relationships22 ς and guess what ς he made us like him ς to be in his 
image ς so we need to do the same; and un-saved people [to coin a phrase] want real love. They will 
ǎƴƛŦŦ ƻǳǘ ŀ ƘȅǇƻŎǊƛǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ L ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ 
known for a while ς because they sense a lack of genuine Christ-like love flowing out of that person. 
Of course other factors can make them dislike us not just because we do not love them! 

 

This was not the case in post war Britain to the extent it is the case today.  People were far less 
inclined to question motives. Of Course people will always be attracted to Christ when they have 
genuine loving affirming relationships with Christian friends, but in post war Britain people had a 
strong folk memory of school, state, church and family affirming Christian faith as a normal part of 
trusted relationships, which more readily meant that people attended church and received 
catechesis from the leaders there. So they more readily found a saving relationship with Christ than 
is the case for post modern people. They are faced with far bigger barriers, and fundamentally the 
biggest is that for the most part an un-churched person needs to make at least ten good Christian 
friends before they will attend church, or for that matter seek a relationship with God at all. 

 

Post modern people want relationships with genuine loving23 and caring Christians often a long time 
before they will seek God for themselves, or even go near a church; in other words we cannot expect 
them to come to us, but we need to go out to them every day of our lives. We are each living stones 
building the church wherever we are to be found24. Church is not about the building and never was, 
WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ 
and they in the communities around them25. In other words un-churched people test their 
relationships with Christians to see if they really are genuine, not in a church but in the crucible of 
local communityΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀǊŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎŜƭfless love.  Because 
the big question of un-churched people today is [and I emphasize it again] άŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ 
my new friends? Do they really genuinely care for me? Are they after something from me? What if I 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜȅ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴ ƳŜΚέ ¸Ŝǎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ genuiness and 
does it really work? And this can only be demonstrated to un-churched people today by real 
Christians really living as Christ lived and behaved becoming incarnate amongst them through us. Of 
course I am not saying that the Spirit of God cannot save people, and draw them to himself! 
However, like it or not, post modern people are looking for what works in real life case examples in 
their relationships with the people of Christ. 

 

Coming back to the original thesis of this chapter it is through children and young people that 
parents will seek what is genuine by seeing what is really making a difference to their children. 
Younger people are far more open to building relationships with people than adults. Parents want 
their children to have more than just facts that will help their futures they also want them to find 
genuine helping and caring relationships which will make for the very best for their loved offspring.  
This may happen in a church club, but mostly it needs to happen in our homes. They want their 
children to really find an eternally loving God even if they are too scared or to sinful, or to fixed in 
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their ways to do it! They accept their children can be safely inquisitive in a way that they feel too 
uncomfortable in the first place to be. This may seem to fly in the face of much modern thought 
about secular society, but if we approach un-churched parents in the right way, then we will 
certainly be given the chance to inform their children and young people about Christ. Believe it or 
not, I know from experience that it is true. In the first place God showed me by experience that it 
was true, and showed me that this is one of the ways he wants to reach un-churched society today.  
At this stage I want to say this book is not about a programme to be followed, but it is about the 
Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŜƭŦƭŜǎǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
ōŜ ǇŀǊŀŘƛƎƳ ǎƘƛŦǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩƳ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊǘΣ ōǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ǎƘŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ Ƴission of love alongside him unselfishly. He seems to be shifting my paradigm. May it 
ōŜ ǎƻ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƳŜƴΗ  Hence our next chapter will explore how God took Jenny and I on our 
next learning experience in ministry as  he taught us how he looks at people, and how he wants to 
transform society through his people. hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ 
only answer to church growth, I am rather seeking to share the part of his heart which he has 
revealed to me with those whose hearts rŜǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƛƴŜ άǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ 
ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ WŜǎǳǎέΦ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƛŘŜΣ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊŀǎǇŜŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ [which is infinite and incomprehensible to 
me] might inspire others to move forward in his love for all men and women, boys and girls, young, 

middling and elderly. 

A Comparison Between Post War Britain & Post Modern Britain in terms of shift in terms of Church 
Attendees 

 

The chart above gives a rough comparison of the percentages of churched compared to un-
churched attendees in the post war period and the post modern period. Although this must be 
considered notional at best the transformation that has taken place in terms of those who are 
churched compared to those who are not represents a rough graphic illustration of the differences 
between two epochs in British society in terms of a world view which was once based notionally 
on a Christian ethos, and a country and culture which identified itself in these ways to the present 
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post modernism which is multi cultural and multi faith, at least in a notional sense! Those in the 
post modern category have 8% regular church attendees, which was 9% in the 1989 church census 
period. So 1% have left in the period 1989 ς 2007 ς roughly. 10% sporadically attend when they 
feel like it, and a further 20% are disaffected from the church no longer considering its life and 
institutions relevant to their lives although such people may notionally call themselves Christians 
in some sense.26 
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 Brierley, 1991: Whole Book & Vexen Crabtree, 2007: Whole document. The above chart has been derived via 
a number of sources, with some juxtaposition. 



The Lamad Book of Mission  
 

P
a

g
e2

1
 

Chapter 3 ς A Road Test of Ministry to Un-churched children and Youth 

 

Everything needs road testing. In the case of our developing ministry we felt encouraged to try to 
reach children in the locality of our new ministry. Six months had passed in early 1993. By now I had 
conducted my six first funerals, as far as my memory is accurate. My daughter Elizabeth was 18 
months old my Son Timothy was a new born baby. We were young inexperienced parents. But what 
had reached right into my heart was the incredible responsibility I was faced with as a father. God 
had blessed us with such young fragile dependant lives. When my daughter Elizabeth had been born 
it was in a hospital in Ascot, I remember the impact it had on me as I drove home after the birth. I 
just burst into tears. Not tears of sorrow, but of a sense of the tremendous responsibility I now faced 
as a father. 

 

Liz had only arrived on the scene when we had to start packing to leave Berkshire for Suffolk. Jenny 
had fallen pregnant again about 8 or 9 months after having Liz. Tim was born more or less as we 
arrived in Suffolk. This combined an incredible God-given contrast in our minds. Here we were with 
new baby life being faced with the opposite of an aging church.  Our little Tim and slightly older Liz 
were the only children at church, besides the occasional visits of a few grand children. What were 
we letting our children in for? This was another factor which set my mind on asking God why we had 
been placed in this new congregation, as a junior minister who still had 3 more years before 
ordination I was placed in a church which it was felt would offer us an opportunity to prove 
ourselves ς so to speak. So I can say that I had a mixed bag of feelings about where we had been 
ǎŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳƛȄŜŘ ōŀƎ ƻŦ ƳƻǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ hǳǊ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳƴ-
churched was already there. With a desire to minister to families as well ς that was genuine, but this 
whole push for proven callings to gospel ministry was also a worry for us at that time. Although now-
a-days we see it differently to the extent that I know I have a definite calling for ministry from God, 
and I no longer worry about proving it. Things change. I guess I now consider what God is asking me 
to do far out weighs what I feel I have to do to win approval from people; although, we are all 
approved to each other by the Love of Christ which joins us together as part of his family. 

 

However, the next factor that helped me to ask God about the way he wanted to reach people was 
born in the nurturing environment of young children and emerging family life as normative for Jenny 
and I. 

 

So I asked Jesus where to start. And it must be said that I felt convicted to go with what I knew best a 
good old holiday bible school. This in itself must surely have been in conflict with un-churched 
mission ideals hence God made me consider just what this would look like. In my previous role in 
team ministry our team leader had been a real practical expert in marketing the gospel to people. 
Un-churched people as a category were not recognised in a formal identified way with his ethos and 
philosophy, but he did have a heart for people to come to know Christ who as yet did not. So I 
learned all about target groups, branding messages, designing targeted advertising and so on. On 
top of this we had been utilising the help of seminary students by carrying out extensive surveys in 
the community asking un-churched people what they believed, thought about the church, what it 
was not doing for them and what they felt it should be doing for them. We discovered that 
everything came down to a few key points. 
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Firstly, that people felt that the church was not relevant to their lives and life styles. They considered 
church to be boring and not relevant to their felt needs. Most did not identify with any positive 
caring Christian relationships. Often they would point to accepting Jesus was a good man, and that 
either a relative or friend seemed like a good person, but that was as far as their interest went. 

 

Secondly, There was a feeling that if churches made groups like cubs, scouts girl guides etc available 
then they thought it a good thing. Some even felt it was a worthy thing for churches to do for surely 
young people were the most in need of guidance for their futures [in these modern to immerging 
post modern views]. And this was very interesting to me, and I can trace the early awakenings of 
what God was to teach me a few years later in Lowestoft. 

 

Thirdly, People expressed belief in some sort of God, but they did not know which one, or what to 
believe. It is very hard to get authoritative data which holds up to scrutiny about how many people 
may feel this way in the UK, but our research seemed to indicate more than 50% expressed this 
view, and were open minded to the possibilities by their own admissions. The Church Census in 1989 
seemed to indicate that about 9%, may be 10% of the British population were regular church 
goers27. This figure is lower today at 8% regularly attending [note].  Christ Stoddart indicates that 
more than 40% are part of the so called un-churched category today [note]. So it may be said that 
between 40 ς 50% of people make up this special mission category.  What struck me, and still strikes 
me, is the open mindedness of un-churched people. Indeed our team  [in the late eighties and early 
nineties] was involved in teaching and researching church growth in the seminary environment ς so 
we were discovering the massive changes which were needed in order for the last quarter of the 20th 
century church to adopt in order to meaningfully win people for our Lord. 

 

Fourthly, we discovered that people were very suspicious of questions which asked them if they 
would consider attending church themselves. Among the reasons why they would not feel 
ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜǊŜΣ ά²Ŝ know people who just want to ram their ideas down our 
ǘƘǊƻŀǘǎΤέ ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻƭŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΤέ ά²Ŝ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
is a waste of money, or just after our monŜȅΤέ ά²Ŝ Ǝƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ 
ǘƻΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜŘ ƻǳǘΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
had of church organisations, and the degree of relevance they felt it had to their families. 

 

In ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƻǇŜƴƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 
since the late eighties when we were conducting our research, David Hay, an empirical researcher on 
the nature of religious experience gives us interesting statistics. 
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The reason why I am reporting these figures now is because they give a good statistical perspective 
on what people were reporting during the period of our earlier research about religious experience. 
The general rise through out this period demonstrates an important transition which was happening 
within un-churched communities incrementally in the period in which we were learning about 
ministry to un-churched people, and their report of religious/spiritual experiences. This means that 
what happened in our first ministry to secular people through children and youth to parents later 
in Lowestoft is even more potently true now! God still wants us to reach the post modern 
generation through the same route!  

 

However, most Christian leaders, and Christian people in general had become fixated about the lack 
ƻŦ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘέ [and this attitude still exists today in the so 
called post modern period! So let us repent of this negative expectation]. In deed the England of the 
1980s had seen a terrible materialistic culture developing, with a general reliance on science, 
agnosticism and atheism, and yupee wealth and materialism, which many took as evidence that 
society was in majority terms no longer interested in Christian faith. However, it was my experience, 
among a growing number of mission minded evangelists, that people were far more open to explore 
faith, and, or, spiritual encounter than it was believed at the time. 

 

So our small team in Lowestoft thought carefully about how our summer holiday bible club should 
be packaged. We concluded that we should run a non-traditional holiday club which was to be as 
free as possible of Christian jargon. So we resisted the tendency to speak to un-churched families 
who were to bring their children in cliqued words, or with overly religious language. We advertised 
through schools, and we set a one week period in the summer diary to host the event. All of our 
ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ IŜ ǘƻld us that people wanted it all up front 
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 Staddard and, 2007:11 

Frequency of Report of Religious or Spiritual Experience in Britain for Years 1987 

and 2000 

       1987 2000 % Increase 

A patterning of events/transcendent experience 29% 55% 90% 

Awareness of the presence of God   27% 38% 41% 

Awareness of prayer being answered   25% 37% 48% 

Awareness of sacred presence in nature  16% 29% 81% 

Awareness of the presence of the dead   18% 25% 39% 

Awareness of an evil presence    12% 25% 108% 
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and open. Which was going against Christian expectations that we needed to not be open and 
honest about our intentions to evangelise people because if we did they would not want to come to 
mission events; God told us that as long as we declared our intention to help children and youth 
explore beliefs without manipulation or pressure then we would realise the greatest amount of 
ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ Ŏƭǳō. Parents needed to 
know we could be trusted to allow their children a right to explore, but also a right to choose to no 
longer explore Christian faith if they so wished without manipulation. We made sure our advertising 
was clear about what we would be running in the following ways because God said this was the way 
ahead: 

1. We made it clear that this was being run by a church. 
2. We made it clear that we wished to aid children [7 ς 10 year olds] to explore Christian 

beliefs. 
3. We would do so in such a way that we would focus on core beliefs, and that no child would 

be forced to explore things that they did not wish to know. 
4. We would not promote one church, and we would point families to any other clubs which 

could be run by any other church. 
5. We would make sure that parents could come and observe and interact with their children 

or our team at any time. All material being taught would be made available to them if they 
wished so. 

6. We would not communicate with families about future events unless they released us to do 
so on the registration form. 

So we advertised through the schools sending leaflets home on the last day of school through the 
religious studies specialist or head master. 

 

On the last full week of July in 1993 we had all our material ready, and we prayerfully awaited what 
would happen. At 8:30am more than 200 children in the age range were queuing with their parents 
waiting to come in. We had so many that we had to turn a number away because of child ratio 
issues, and safety issues. This was such a pleasant shock to our aging church friends that it took a 
while to sink in. 

 

We found that the large majority of the children who were coming ς some 60% - were from an un-
churched background. Parents were pleased that they had the opportunity to explore Christian 
things in an apparently safe environment. Indeed by the end of the week we had all sorts of parents 
churched and un-churched wanting us to establish a more regular club at least once a week. They 
were also offering their help, and with careful selection, and role assignments, we had a number join 
our team. We finished the week with the children leading a family seeker friendly service, with them 
playing a major role, sharing what they had learnt with their parents. The parents loved this, and 
many un-churched familieǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ ¢ǿƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ 
made were crucial in the success God was giving this. Firstly, they said they had been sceptical of our 
motives, but after a week of having simple open and friendly interaction with the team they 
believed, or had started to, that we were genuine in our desire to foster an open dialoguing 
interaction with their children and their families. Secondly, they said that they did not feel under 
pressure to bring their children, or to come to church. 
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Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ Ŏƭǳō ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ŏƭǳōǎ ǿŜƴǘ 
from zero children to 40 children coming almost every week. And the major ratio of attendees were 
from un-churched families ς hence we did not feel we weǊŜ ǎƘŜŜǇ ǎǘŜŀƭƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ŦŜǿ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ 
who came to help us were released by their churches to support what was considered to be a 
worthy mission. 

 

Having said these things in a nut shell it is important to identify some critical lessons that un-
churched mission requires: 

 

1. You need a clear God-given vision delivered to the team by the Holy Spirit. 
2. You need a team which has a broad agreement with the vision ς they need to own it. 
3. You need to have a plan of how to start with vision for following steps; therefore seek the 

steps through revelation knowledge. 
4. You need to have a relationship with the places where un-churched children may be reached 
ς schools are a vital place to build trusted relationships with. 

5. The team must be aware of vital qualities and attitudes which work with un-churched 
people ς they must be trained and aided to live these. Revelation knowledge already exists 
through training courses we have on the qualities of a secular minister and ministry. 

6. Advertising has to be targeted to un-churched people ς you want to target them, not 
existing Christians, and hence you need to tick the right boxes by targeting the un-churched 
family/children. 

7. The more that children get to know your faces around their schools the more they will talk 
about you even to their families, and the more simple trust is built. Doing assemblies or 
school clubs can help, or be the sole way of reaching un-churched children in the first 
instance. 

8. The big question many un-churched specialists who work in schools are asking today is άIow 
can we move children and then their families toward exploring faithέ.  

 

So it may be said in summary at this stage that the most crucial steps in un-churched ministry 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ  {ŜŎƻƴŘƭȅΣ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ been working 
together in planning for some time before they forge ahead. This team must sit God at the meeting 
table looking and listening for the great chairman of the universe to guide the meeting through the 
eyes and ears of their hearts. 

 

 Thirdly, a carefully structured event of mission needs to be planned, advertised and executed. This 
carefully thought out mission event needs to be delivered via revelation knowledge! What I hope 
has become clear to the reader now is that I am not so much giving a detailed account of all the 
steps which we took in our early un-churched mission. Rather I want to bring out some key things in 
terms of the process of ministry which we have come to trust as we have progressed over the last 
number of years. It would be very sad if any one reading this material were to consider that I am 
advising that our approach to un-churched ministry in the details is the way to do it. It is the 
qualities, and attitudes in a developing teamΩs guided by direct specific revelation from God who 
need to be clear what un-churched ministry requires philosophically and epistemologically. 
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During the five years of Revelation based mission to secular people that we conducted in Lowestoft 
we discovered that God guided us by revelation knowledge through a number of stages and steps 
with resultant fruit at each stage. Here they are: 

 

Stage 1 God GaǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎŜŎǳƭŀǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ by firstly 
reaching into the hearts of Children and Youth ς they will lead their parents 
to me because their parents are seeking to let their children have what they 
really want ideally for themselves ς intimacy with me. I want a team who 
genuinely love secular children, youth and their families.έ 

 

 So from 1992 ς 1993 the vision was conceived and incubated among a 
growing team of like minded people. This team started off small. It was 
important to dream during this stage, explore the possibilities God was 
developing, and building relationships with local schools through which the 
children would get to know team members. Advertising could be done 
through these schools. This was all given to us by revelation knowledge. It is 
important to see what the Father is doing in mission just as Jesus only lived 
by looking at what the Father was doing, he did nothing of his own 
initiative29; so likewise the mission-al team must practice planning 
evangelism to secular people based on revelation knowledge . This is vital 
for the team to understand and work in principle with as its core 
epistemology. The Holy Spirit revealed that we needed to build relationships 
with the teachers and head teachers in local schools, so that we could be 
viewed as people offering good things to the school and its children ς which 
meant we could advertise mission and evangelism to the children and their 
families. We did it openly, not hiding our faith, but expected to be accepted 
as open honest Christian people. And it worked. Parents let their children 
ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ DƻŘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ 
of what parents wanted ς they wanted their children to have a chance to 
explore Christian faith with people who they could trust. Because the school 
trusted us, so did the parents, and when they got to know us they also came 
ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǳǎΗ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ his plan, his initiative, 
instead of our plans which I knew from experience always failed when 
ministering to secular people! 

 

Stage 2 Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǿŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƭǳōǎΣ ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŎƭǳōǎΦ !ǎ ȅŜǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ 
not have youth but only children up to 11 years old. God gave revelation 
knowledge on how to proceed. Children came to our Sabbath School but we 
ran it on the same grounds as we had the un-churched seeker sensitive 
modified holiday bible club. It was important that we followed Jesus as he 
revealed the steps that he had always used to reach people. As John 1:14 
clearly says he became a living human being with a real human body. The 
DǊŜŜƪ ƛǎ ōŜǎǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ά¢ŀōŜǊƴŀŎƭŜŘ ŀƳƻƴǎǘ ǳǎέΦ IŜ 
started at the place where people were experiencing life. His parables, his 
miracles and the way he identified with the culture in Palestine at that time 

                                                           
29

 John 5:19 
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demonstrate that he started at where people were, and moved them on at 
the pace they were able to take things. He did no run ahead of them, but he 
kept pace with them as they travelled on their particular journeys. The Holy 
{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƳŦƻǊǘŜǊέ30. The Greek term used that is translated 

ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ άt!w!Y[9¢h{έ ώparaklhtos]
31

 which has the meaning of one who 

is called to our sides as our helper, defender and carer/supporter ï to give 

counsel and comfort. This indicates the primary function of the ñSpirit of 

Jesusò he still works in the same way he always did ï he walks along side us 

moving us on at a safe pace which he sets for each person. 

 

 In terms of un-churched ministry to children they had come from secular 

families, hence they needed things packaging sensitively in a way, and with a 

language and media of communication that they could relate to. 

 

 This period covered 1993, and during this time we did a second Holiday bible 

club in the summer of 1994, and invited parents to come to a service which 

was seeker sensitive which their children were to be part of. We had a large 

response of over 130 people. From this the next bit of revelation from God 

was to move us to do monthly Seeker Sensitive Services for secular families 

ï for they were now themselves getting excited about the changes they were 

seeing in their children. Over the year 1994 if we consider 4 seeker services 

we can see how many people roughly came to each of the monthly services. 

Of course there were many more of these services, but this is just a sample. 

 

 

 

                                                           
30

 John 14:16 
31

 Moulton, 1981: 303 
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 What grew out of this by revelation knowledge, as well, was that we were 
moved to start visiting our secular friends on a pastoral level. They were 
very pleased about this. Direct sensitive Christian ministry which provided a 
ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ŜŀǊΣ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
problems could be sensitively offered without using Christian jargon and 
language, but rather plain English. Some started to attend church weekly 
after a time. Some took on simple helping roles as they committed 
themselves to Christ! Even those who had not committed themselves to 
Christ could help in other ways which were not directly related to the 
spiritual programme so to speak. 

 

 Moreover, extended family members started attending our seeker services, 
grand parents, friends, other relatives and cousins. God opened the door in 
so many ways to new opportunities to share a living relationship with Jesus 
as he was incarnated in his body ς his un-churched secular ministries 
apostolic team! We discovered it was vital for those who worked on the 
team that they ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘΗ 

 

 

Stage 3 Obviously I am not giving a detailed account of what happened in each stage 
but a bare bones outline. During stage 3 we had some surprises which God 
brought about by his providential action. During the summer club of 1995 
our numbers kept up, and many new children joined. And on the first day of 
the club 16 young people aged 12 ς 14 years old came and asked if I would 
let them now become helpers in the club as they loved it so much. We said 
yes! 

 

 God revealed to us through revelation knowledge that he wanted us to start 
a youth group. So we asked the young people now to old to come to the 
Holiday club if they would like to have a youth group that met each week for 
ǘƘŜƳΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜǘ ŦƻǊ {ŀōōŀǘƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪ ς their 
reply was affirmative. So these young people started to come to a seeker 
sensitive youth group for the years 1995 ς 1996. The youth group grew, we 
did many things with them, and continued to teach them about having a 
relationship with Jesus. All of these young people bar 1 came from secular 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻǳƎƘ ƪƛŘǎ ǿƘƻ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǎǘǊŜŜǘ 
/ǊŜŘƛōƛƭƛǘȅέΦ ¢ƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ 
seeker sensitive un-churched ministry youth group was OKAY. This is not to 
say that they did not like learning about Jesus, but it is to say that during this 
year if they had lost face among their friends because of a normal form of 
ministry to youth which many Churches only operated for Christian youth 
and their families, then we would have lost their trust. Jesus was our 
constant teacher in all of this. They were given roles to do to still help the 



The Lamad Book of Mission  
 

P
a

g
e2

9
 

children at times. We let them do sketches and dramas in the Seeker 
services, and main church services. They performed liturgical contemporary 
dances expressing where Christ was meeting them in their peer groups and 
in their families. They brought their secular friends to our special seeker 
friendly youth groups. The group bonded together, and formed emerging 
strong supportive and caring ties to one another. 

 

 Also during this time God revealed the need for a toddler group in the week 
ς so this was started, and new people joined the team. Toddler parents 
brought their families to the seeker services, and to normal church services. 
!ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ initial vision that he wanted to 
reach secular children, youth and then their families, and it happened in that 
order. The team started to get the point that it was best to be involved in a 
disciple-ing mission which got along side people revealing Christ to them as 
he manifested himself through relational encounter with group members. 
²Ŝ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ōȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 
Son flowing through our lives32. He flowed into many lives. The church 
became a living body of Christ as this all happened. We learnt that any 
iniǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎŀƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ōȅ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ŧŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƭƛƪŜŘ 
to take the initiative and reveal himself amongst people by his people living 
by revelation knowledge; doing what the Father showed them he was 
doing33. 

 

Stage 4 1996 ς 1997 were our last year in the Lowestoft district. Sadly the powers 
that be had decided that enough was enough for our ministry in their area. 
However, it was in the summer of this year that something really amazing 
happened again. Our Secular youth group had grown much in Christian 
knowledge. They had benefitted from their relationships with the team. So 
in this summer we ran the Holy Trinity Brompton Youth Alpha Course. For 
those who do not know what it contains it is a Christian basics course which 
seeks to answer the basic questions such as: 

 

A. Who is Jesus? 
B. What did Jesus do? 
C. Why did Jesus die? 
D. How can I be sure of my Faith? 
E. How and why should I pray? 
F. Who is the Holy Spirit? 
G. What dos the Holy Spirit do? 
H. How can I be filled with the Holy Spirit? 
I. What about healing?34 

 

                                                           
32

 Romans 8:15 - 18 
33

 John 5:19 
34

 Gumbel, 1995: 14 
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During the week in which we ran the course we covered A ς E. The youth 
said they would like to become Christians, but struggled with experiencing 
God. We told them it was not their job to experience Jesus, but that it was 
WŜǎǳǎΩ Ƨƻō ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ƘƛƳ self and save them. So after doing sessions F and G 
with the group we invited them to a Holy Spirit evening. We invited the Holy 
Spirit on the first evening to open their hearts to bring themselves to him. 
Only 6 out of the 16 turned up. They started to open up about all sorts of 
problems, abuse etc. They left the evening still without a revelation of the 
living Christ in their hearts however. We sought God and he said they need a 
week to let it sink in then invite the whole group again. Once again they 
spent over an hour, all of them, the 16, on that occasion, pouring their 
hearts out. Still they were struggling and could not sense the entry of the 
presence of God. 

 

So I invited them into the church worship hall if they wanted to be filled with 
the Holy Spirit. There was no hype or expectation of what might happen 
given to them. We did not whip up emotion with lots of music, in fact we 
had none. They did not know what to expect, and had never seen any body 
filled with the Holy Spirit before. 

 

I prayed for each of them by name inviting the Holy Spirit to come into their 
lives as I laid hands on each head. As I did so each fell to their knees and the 
presence of Jesus immediately entered their lives. They wept, laughed, 
hugged and repented for the next 2 or 3 hours. We just stood back and Jesus 
ministered to each and healed each of the hurts that they had expelled from 
them. They accepted Jesus as their Lord. They were enabled by the power of 
the manifestation of the Holy Spirit to pray for and minister to each other in 
ways that I would have expected of mature Christian ministry teams of some 
years standing. Remember these were street wise kids. Street Credibility had 
meant everything to them up to this point, but not when the Spirit of JesusΩ 
filled them any more. Baptisms followed. New people joined our church, and 
others. God brought fruit forth and then within months of this all happening 
we were removed from the church district to go to Oxford to minister 
among other ways to university students.  

 

I will leave the story at this point with a simple prayer, άLord Jesus please 
continue to keep your sheep in Lowestoft and from these ministries in your 
hands. I claim the promise which says you will not let anything or any one 
snatch them out of your hand ς I pray that this may be so ς in Jesus name 
Amen!έ35  
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Lessons to be learnt for the next steps in describing Revelation based ministry in this Dissertation! 

 

So I will summarise the key lessons for working with un-churched/secular people below: 

 

1. A team must be brought together by revelation from God. The team member needs a call 
from God, the team need to affirm that call by turning to God and asking his permission for 
them to join, and the team and new member needs to work together producing good fruit of 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ36. 

2. God must be sought to give his vision for who he wants the team to target, and simple 
guidance on what the overall mission of the team is to look like. 

3. The team needs to implement each step that the Spirit reveals needs to be taken before 
moving to the next. The core starting vision will be the basic guiding principle that will keep 
the team on target. 

4. Once each step of the evolving vision is carried out then seek further revelation knowledge 
on what God wants the next step to be. Remember that he takes us at one step at a time, 
ōǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘŜǇ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
guidance in order to bring them to birth. He may take us through several at a time as well 
some times, but remember he wants us to be a team, and teams need the security of being 
in community and trusting and trustworthy relationships with each other! 

5. ChristΩǎ ǳƴ-churched secular ministry team needs to minister in the same way that the Spirit 
of Jesus has always ministered. The gospel of Luke and Acts set this out wonderfully for us, 
and we will give further study to them in the next chapter. At the core of such ministries are 
the following factors: 
 
A. Jesus got along side people where they were 
B. He did not use jargon, religious language or things they could not relate to. 
C. ¢ƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƳŦƻǊǘŜǊέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊƪǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ς he is 

called along side people to help them right where they are at in particular stages of their 
ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ [Ŝǘ ƘƛƳ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ 
then follow those steps. 

D. The Spirit does not rush people, manipulate responses out of them, judge them or dis-
empower them. Instead he respects their choices, and aids them at the right time just 
when they need it, rather than a team deciding for it self that it is the right time for a 
person or group to take the next step, unless the team is convinced by the Holy Spirit to 
challenge growth. 

E. ! ǘŜŀƳ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ 
of what to do ς so they seek revelation knowledge with the eyes and ears of their hearts 
concerning what they ŀǊŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƴŜȄǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǘƛƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴƴƛƴg37. 

F. The team speaks in the sort of culturally sensitive language that Jesus did, using plain 
English, or French etc to meet people where they are at. 

G. The team does not seek to give people an experience of Jesus, but rather facilitates an 
open quiet environƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩέΦ 

H. The biggest thing which is missing in many initiatives of un-churched secular ministries 
ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
initiative, guidance and blessing by his Holy Spirit for an un-churched ministry to 
succeed in winning people to Christ. 
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Conclusion 

 

!ƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ǉƻƛƴǘ άIέ ŀōƻǾŜ L ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴƎǊŜŘƛŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
secular ministry today is for people to get so caught up in the culture of the secular people they are 
seeking to reach for Christ that they themselves become secularised and compromise many of the 
core absolutes of the Christian life. Central to this core are firstly, that we need to have intimacy 
with Jesus via revelation knowledge as he lives in our hearts by his Spirit speaking to the ears of our 
hearts, and giving vision to the eyes of our hearts. Secondly, that, ǘŜŀƳǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƪ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ 
vision for their work, but work with generalised principles of what they think will work in ministry to 
the un-churched. Thirdly, they try to mix old traditional church ministry styles with the new 
emerging secular ministry styles. They want a bit of both in the mixture. As soon as they make this 
compromise they demonstrate that not all of their team has been apostolically appointed to secular 
ministry, and they need to release people who want the traditional to ministry in a traditional 
pastoral team; that those who want secular ministry do this solely. And that people who want a bit 
of both need to be gifted to be able to switch from one ministry style to another avoiding the 
temptation to mix and match! 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pie chart above shows how many secular seeker families with their 
children attended our seeker services targeted to their special needs 
compared to the numbers who attended our normal services as Christian 
people. These were two different services that met at different times. The 
chart reveals that we had up to three times as many secular families 

Seekers
76%

Churched
24%

Comparison of Seeker Attendance to Normal 
Church Attendance 1993 - 1995 in Lowestoft
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seeking God compared to our normal Christian worship services. The 
implications are immense for future mission to the un-churched given that 
the statistics recorded earlier in this chapter demonstrate that even more 
people today are open to spiritual phenomena than when our initial work 
was given to us via revelation knowledge! In other words I would expect 
that a church which worked with secular youth and children guided by 
revelation knowledge could expect their seeker services to be three times 
larger in terms of attendance than a normal Christian worship service on a 
Sunday morning! Remember that revelation knowledge is the key for your 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƛǘǎΩ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳƭŀǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ aŀȅ DƻŘ ƎƛǾŜ 
you the Spirit of revelation knowledge so that you may live out of the 
CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇƭŀƴǎΣ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƻ 
secular people38. 
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Chapter 4 ς The Missing Factor in Mission to Secular/Un-churched People in 21st Century Britain, 
Europe and America 

 

The central missing factor in ministry to secular society today is the utilisation of revelation 
knowledge and supernatural gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit in an apostolic style of ministry. We 
will unpack this statement as the chapter progresses. But in short at this stage by άǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜέ L ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ allow God to flow through our lives by his Spirit as he dialogues 
with us in our spirits through the eyes and ears of our hearts. More specifically we need to see what 
DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ is for today and more broadly for the future in the way we seek to engage in Mission and 
evangelism. We need to live as our prototype lived ς with his normal approach to reaching out to 
others ς He did and said only what the Father was doing and saying [John 5:19, 20]. This is also what 
he taught the Apostles to do, and by extension all believers, when he spoke of the Holy Spirit being 
our direct line of communication with the exalted Jesus after his resurrection and Ascension [John 
мпϐΦ .ȅ ŀƴ άŀǇƻǎǘƻƭƛŎ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅέ L ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘŜŀƳǎ ƻŦ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ ǿƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ 
guides them to do and say. This approach to mission by the early church meant that the message of 
Jesus had spread throughout the whole Roman Empire within 40 years of Jesus ascension. 

 

However, to any one reading this dissertation with more than a passing knowledge of the history of 
church attempts at mission in the UK, and Europe, over the past twenty to fifty years will realise that 
ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎΣ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎΣ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘΤ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǳǎ άǘƘŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴέ 
the decline in the size of the church has remained constant. For instance Peter Brierley in his book 
disŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǘǿŜŜƴŀƎŜǊέ ƎǊƻǳǇ ώмл ς 14 year olds] relates that the decline 
in this groupΩs attendance at Christian meetings remains constant at 1000 less coming every week. 
Which means by 2020 we will have none coming39! Church attendance among all age groups is 
steadily in decline moving in a downward trend from 72%40 of the population attending in the 1960s 
to about 8% in the first decade of the 21st century. MissiologistΩs have analysed this phenomenon to 
exhaustion. Many solutions ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘΦ aŀƴȅ ǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ άǘƘŜ 
ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴέΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘŜŀŘȅ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǘǊŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜΦ ²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎΚ 

 

I say it is because the church has embraced rationalism and logistical modelling approaches to try to 
solve the problem. What I mean is that theorists declare that analysis utilising human wisdom will 
produce a solution. The church has embraced this notion and tries to model itself with the latest 
thing out there. But decline remains constant! This is because we need to give up on humanistic 
solutions to this situation and instead we need to seek to live as the Messiah Jesus lived! We need to 
become a messianic community once more! As I have said Jesus only did what he saw his Father 
doing: 

 

άWŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ΨTruly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but 
only what he sees the Father doing; for whatever he does, that the on does likewise. For the 

                                                           
39

 Brierley, 2002:1 - 18 
40

 Vexen Crabtree, 2007: See all 
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Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing, and greater works than 
tƘŜǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ƘƛƳΣ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƳŀǊǾŜƭΦΩέ41  

 

Luke reminds us in the book of Acts: 

 

άΦΦΦΦDƻŘ ŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘ WŜǎǳǎ ƻŦ bŀȊŀǊŜǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƻǿŜǊΤ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
doing good and healing all that were oppressed by the devil, for God was with ƘƛƳΦέ42  

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ άŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƻǿŜǊέΣ 
ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ άDƻŘ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΦέ IŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ōȅ Ŧƭƻǿ ƛƴ ƛƴǘƛƳŀŎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΦ 
From the day he was anointed by the Holy Spirit at his baptism he demonstrated what all believers 
in the Messianic community must do; they must live by flow in intimacy with Jesus by dialoguing 
with his indwelling Spirit as he daily communicates with us through the eyes and ears of our hearts. 

 

We must start to live by anointed reason, and anointed deep hearted flow, with our hearts full of the 
passionate Spirit of Jesus. To be a messianic community we need to follow the prototypical man of 
God ς Jesus Christ. He never acted out of his own initiative, but rather out of a passionate intimate 
connection with his Father through a living breathing relationship of two way dialogue and power to 
Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ DƻŘ ƘŀŘ άŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƘƛƳέ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ άǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
as well if we are to fulfil the mission that the Messiah has given to us, not as individuals, or 
denominations, or para-church practitioners, but rather as the people of the Messiah living by flow 
receiving the words and works of Jesus by an intimate anointed two way relationship with him. 

 

The first item of training for any mission-ŀƭ ǘŜŀƳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ άIƻǿ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜέΗ LŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
unable to live with the sort of anointed flowing two way relationship with God that Jesus had then 
our team will fall at the first hurdle. Jesus Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ άŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘέ ŀƴŘ 
άDƻŘ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳέΦ The next chapter will deal with what this foundational training programme 
must look like. I am indebted to Communion with God ministries for their excellent applied 
theological approach to effective training in this area, and I would recommend that every mission-al 
team ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ άIƻǿ ǘƻ IŜŀǊ DƻŘΩǎ ±ƻƛŎŜέ ōȅ 
Mark and Pattie Virkler [See on Bibliography]. 

 

Some reading this may respond ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŀƴƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦέ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀƛƳǎΗ LƴŘŜŜŘ 
Luke makes certain that the people of the Messiah would never forget this in the second volume of 
his record of the mission of Jesus through his people. 

 

Luke begins the book of Acts with: 

                                                           
41

 John 5:19, 20 RSV 
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άLƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōƻƻƪΣ h ¢ƘŜƻǇƘƛƭǳǎΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŀƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘΦέ43  

 

The first book mentioned is of course the gospel of Luke, which Luke takes pains to emphasise is an 
accurate presentation of Jesus words and works, life and ministry based on eye witness accounts44. 
In this second volume addressed to άTheophilusέ this same working integrity of his sources is to be 
assumed! Given the Lukan worldview it is a basic assumption of this writer that the Holy Spirit 
guided Luke in the composition of his material as Luke himself was a Spirit led man45. 

 

Luke wants Theophilus to be aware that those things which he recorded about Jesus in the gospel 
ǿŜǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ άōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘέΦ .ȅ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ άto do and teachέ by the 
direct activity of his Spirit through his followers in the age of the church until he comes again46. This 
is indeed born out by Luke the Eye witness who had first hand experience of this happening. We 
read: 

 

ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƻŦ tƘǊȅƎƛŀ ŀƴŘ DŀƭŀǘƛŀΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊōƛŘŘŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. And when they had come opposite Mysia they 
attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; so, passing by 
Mysia, they went down to Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of 
aŀŎŜŘƻƴƛŀ ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ōŜǎŜŜŎƘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ Ψ/ƻƳŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ aŀŎŜŘƻƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎΦΩ 
And when he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, 
concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.47έ  

 

bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǿŜέ ƛƴ ǾŜǊǎŜ млΤ [ǳƪŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ 
processed the constant revelation knowledge which they received. Notice how Luke terms the Holy 
{ǇƛǊƛǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέΦ ¢ƻ [ǳƪŜ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴȅ ƻƭŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέΦ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ !ŎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ WƻƘƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tŀǳƭƛƴŜ epistles; 
the whole New Testament in fact, the work of the Holy Spirit is the continued work and presence of 
Jesus Christ as he dialogues with his people through flow as they encounter every aspect of ministry. 
This is the New Testament paradigm of Mission, it arises out of an intimate passionate two way daily 
communicative relationship of Jesus with his people and through his people as he continues to do 
and teach through them. This theme can be traced in every gospel, book and epistle in the New 
Testament corpus. 

 

Therefore, this is the central thesis of this dissertation, that all, mission, arises from his Messianic 
people being led by him to do a mission like his as they follow Jesus; walking by the Spirit of Jesus as 
he guides their mission-al footsteps, and as he has an intimate two way cooperative relationship 
with them! 
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This leads to the following core observations about this supernatural relationship between the 
Messiah and his Messianic community on a corporate and individual level reciperically: 

 

1. Followers of Christ have the Spirit of Christ living in them and leading them, not like robots, 
but on the basis of an intimate two way relationship, 
 

άL ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŘŜǎƻƭŀǘŜΤ L ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ ¸Ŝǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿƘƛƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƛƭƭ 
see me no more, but you will see me; because I live, you will live also. In that day 
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. He who has my 
commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me, and he who loves me will be 
loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him. Judas [not 
LǎŎŀǊƛƻǘϐ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ Ψ[ƻǊŘΣ Ƙƻǿ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΚΩέ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ άLŦ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƭƻǾŜǎ ƳŜΣ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ 
Father will love him, and we will come to him, and make our home with him.48έ  

 

2. Christ will not only live in us intimately relating with us from his Spirit to ours and our to his, 
but also we will do even greater works through his Spirit flowing out of our lives in ministry, 
 

ά¢ǊǳƭȅΣ truly, I say to you, he who believes in me will also do the works that I do; and 
greater works than these will he do, because I go to the Father.49έ  

 

3. The Holy Spirit speaks not for himself [although he is God] but for Jesus Christ. Thus all the 
miraculous and merciful words and works that flow through the faithful mission-al believer 
will be the continued words and works of Jesus Christ, 
 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ȅŜǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƳ ƴƻǿΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his 
own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare 
it to you. All that the Father has is mine, therefore I said that he will take what is 
mine and declare it to you.50έ  

 

4. Everything belongs to Jesus. Complete victory over all the power of the enemy [Satan]; all 
authority in heaven and on earth belongs to him. He has given this authority to his people. 
Consider the following verses that summarise what this looks like, 

 

A. ά!ƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ Ψ!ƭƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ Ƙŀǎ 
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them 
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in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the 
close of the age.51έ  

B. Pray then like this: 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 
 On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our debts, 
 As we also forgive our debtors; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil.52έ  

C. ά!ƴŘ ƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ Ƙƛǎ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǳǘƘƻrity over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every infirmity53Φέ  

D. άbƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ /ŀŜǎŀǊŜŀ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ Ƙƛǎ 
ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ Ψ²Ƙƻ Řƻ ƳŜƴ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ aŀƴ ƛǎΚΩ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀŘΣ Ψ{ƻƳŜ ǎŀȅ 
John the BapǘƛǎǘΣ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǎŀȅ 9ƭƛƧŀƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ ƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΦΩ 
IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ Ψ.ǳǘ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳΚΩ {ƛƳƻƴ tŜǘŜǊ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ Ψ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ 
ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ DƻŘΦΩ !ƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ Ψ.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΣ 
Simon Bar-Jona! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father 
who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the powers of death shall not prevail against it. I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.54έ  
 
All of these verses describe the power and authority for the believer and the 
community of believers to exercise. All of the power of Christ is already ours as 
we live out of a deep intimate two way relationship with Jesus committed to him 
totally every day. We do not need to pray for the authority to heal, cast out 
demons, preach and see people come to Christ, rather if we are living by 
revelation guided mission and life styles we can claim all of these things because 
Jesus will be continuously showing us what he is doing. We do not need to pray 
for what is already ours through Christ, we just need to claim his authority to do 
miracles and to deliver people from Satan and to speak forth his word. It is 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƻǳǊǎ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀŎǘ ƻƴ ƛǘΗ 

 

5. The Acts church was not a building, not a tower, not the seats, not the pulpit, not a meeting 
place, but rather it was each believer in who Jesus had made his home by the presence of his 
Spirit55! Hence they received power to fulfil the mission of Jesus because he lived in and 
through them continuing his mission of deeds of power and words of creative authority. The 
secret to church mission is this. It is only this! And it is nothing else but this56!  
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6. It was not that the early believers tried to lead the Spirit of JesusΩ into action through its 
programmes, and models and modes of expression and mission, but it was rather that Jesus 
flowed through their lives and brought those to them who were being saved, 

 

άΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊ Řŀȅ ōȅ Řŀȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ 
saved.57έ  

 

Notice how the verb is in the passive. Those who are άbeing savedέ, and those who are being 
led to Christ, not to the church notice, but rather to the number of those who are saved, 
who are living in flow and revelation knowledge, being believers themselves in the Acts 
mode of Spirit led community; these new converts are being added to their number. The 
church which lives by revelation knowledge and flow does not need to do anything to attract 
people, because they have Jesus living in them and flowing through their lives already. 
Rather they just need to follow where he leads as they listen to his words of guidance 
through the ears of their hearts. Then he will guide them to the people, and people to them 
as the people of Christ. In other words the primary focus of Acts is not on a programme, or 
model or mode, but rather it is built on a community of believers who all share a revelation 
based intimate lifestyle of a shared Jesus and his shared love.  

 

For too long the church has hoped to win people by attracting them to their church, to their 
programme, to their denomination. What has been missed is that they as the body of Christ 
are to be mobilised to live by flow and revelation knowledge to go where Jesus goes and to 
meet those he puts in their path; who he is leading to them as community. 

 

Conclusion 

 

I conclude this chapter with the simple truth that the first step in church at mission is for the mission 
ǘŜŀƳ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΦ 

This is a bold statement which will no doubt more than raise a few angry eyebrows. It is clear to me 
that I lump myself together in this with the reader. I have not arrived seeing the reader as 
somewhere back there in the journey. I confess I have been part of the problem many times in my 
own small patch. I may be pointing you to what was a successful and blessed ministry to the extent 
that God worked through it as I detailed in chapters 2 and 3, but this is only a small part of my story, 
and I can say I have too often compromised with contemporary rationalism and  secularism to try to 
keep my credibility. It is very sad that I am talking about the manifestation of this in the churches 
approach to mission and Christian life. My attempts at apologetics utilised evangelistically have 
often led to me relying more on my rational mind than on the work of God as he flows through my 
hearǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩέΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ ƴŀƛƭ Řƻǿƴ as I finish this chapter: the 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎΩ ƛƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳ ōǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ 
and demonstration of the miracles of the living Jesus as he flowed by his Spirit through the 
ministering hands & mouths of his followers. 

                                                           
57

 Acts 2:47 RSV 
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The church was not so much defending ideas as it was promoting a supernatural relationship with 
ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŘǿŜƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ Iƻƭȅ {pirit. Mission and evangelism in 
bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘŜǊƳǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ άǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪǎέ58 ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέ59.  
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 Acts 1:1, 8 
59
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Chapter 5 ς CƻǳǊ YŜȅǎ ǘƻ IŜŀǊ DƻŘΩǎ ±ƻƛŎŜ 

 

Introduction 

 

This chapter is designed to offer training to a Mission team planning to reach out with the gospel to 
secular/un-churched people. As I suggested before the hurdle that all missions and evangelistic 
efforts fall at is that they attempt, often, to plan evangelistic initiatives by utilising the groupΩs ability 
to plan, and set in process logistical programming. The assumption seems to be that God has given 
ǳǎ ōǊŀƛƴǎ ǎƻ ǿƘȅ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ Lƴ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ άƴƻǿ ǿŜ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ 
us that we need to reach out with the gospel to secular people in our community we can take it as 
ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦέ  

 

However, this runs contrary to the model represented in the book of Acts. As discussed in the 
ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΤ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŜǇ ƻŦ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŀǇostolic team took. 
Moreover, as demonstrated in chapters 2 and 3 my experience of mission was based on seeking 
DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǿŜ ǘƻƻƪ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
Lowestoft on the east coast of Britain. I propose that it is vital that we carry out mission just as Jesus 
ŘƛŘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ60 in at the very least four ways: 

 

1. That each team member knows how to dialogue with God on a daily basis. 
2. That each team member speaks and acts on the basis of the revelation God has given 

through the eyes and ears of their hearts. 
3. ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƘŜǊŜōȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜƪ DƻŘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 

4. That the team speaks and acts on the revealed vision of God by engaging in revelation based 
mission to the un-churched61. 

 

With these points in mind I will now set out a training programme below which will help the mission 
team to discover the keys to revelation based mission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
60

 John 5:19, 20 
61

 Virkler, 2005:Chapter 2 
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The Lamad Approach to Mission-al Revelation 

ά[!a!5έ ƛǎ ŀ IŜōǊŜǿ ǿƻǊŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōŀǎƛŎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ά¢ƻ ǘŜŀŎƘΣ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀŎŎǳǎǘƻƳŜŘ ǘƻΣ ǘƻ 

ōŜ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜέ62. άWhat on earth is good about this as an approach to Christian MissionΚέ we 

might ask? Well I hope to demonstrate to you that it has everything to do with it. 

 

ά[!a!5έ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ǘŜǊƳǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƳŜŀƴǎ ōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ 

were taught to receive revelation knowledge in the schools of the prophets63. It can express the 

idea that people really only learn when they learn by God 

reaching and disciple-ing them in the primary spiritual organ ς 

their hearts 64Φ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ  ƻŦ ŀ ά[!a!5έ ƘŜŀǊǘ 

learning by revelation all teaching becomes empty because it 

comes from non supernatural media, or a demonic source; in 

this sense ά[!a!5έ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŀǎ ŀ ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎǘƛŎ ǘŜǊƳ 

of the true state of mankind in the sense that: 

 

 

ά[!a!5έ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 

God! The Hebrew word for prophet and prophecy says it all: 

 

TƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ b!.! ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ άōǳōōƭŜ ǳǇέΦ Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

words the idea is that the words of prophecy which God gave to 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ άōǳōōƭŜŘ ǳǇέ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

they gushed out came by the gushing out of the Spirit of God as 

the river of God flowed through them! 
 

Jesus promised his first disciples, and those who would believe in him to the end of this present 

age that: 

 

                                                           
62

 Davidson, 1850:431 
63

 1 Samuel 10 
64

 Hebrews 8:10, 11 

All of our words come to nothing if a person lives outside of 

Christ. ς The whole of his or her life is empty!  Indeed the real 

education   that matters is when God disciples us through 

ά[!a!5έ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ōȅ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

eyes and ears of our hearts! 
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This means that ŀƭƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ƭƛǾŜ ōȅ ά[!a!5έ ώōŜƛƴƎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ disciple-ed by the Spirit of 

JesusΩϐΣ άb!.!έ ώ.ǳōōƭƛƴƎ ǳǇϐ ŀƴŘ άCƭƻǿέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ƻŦ 

DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ŧƭƻǿ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ their hearts. All life in God, 

who is the source of life and upholder of life, is based on 

selfless flow. The nature of sin is based on trying to live by 

our own resources, and hence if we live this way we are 

ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŘŜŀŘ ŜƴŘ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǇǊƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

power of the air who is now at work in the sons of 

disobedience.65έ Jesus the Mission director is called to be 

our guide and counsellor [PARAKLETOS ς Greek]; he chose 

his disciples teaching them in the way of the prophets who 

lived by άflow, NABA and LAMADέ. Jesus primary means of receiving knowledge about his 

mission with the Father was to receive it from him ς he is our example to follow, and he lived by 

Revelation Knowledge: 

 

άWŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ Ψ¢ǊǳƭȅΣ ǘǊǳƭȅΣ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing; for whatever he 

does, that the Son does likewise66.  

 

άL ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƙave 

heard from your Father [the Devil].67έ  
 

Jesus says it all here, and he is the teacher who sets the example for his disciples to follow as 

they learn in the school of the ultimate prophet - the Son of God ς they are to live by revelation 

knowledge, not by any other sort of knowledge which the world might offer. All other 

knowledge in the world does have things we can learn from, but it is very much laced with 

ŘŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ōƻƴŘŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άCŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ [ƛŜǎέ68. Jesus did nothing 

of his own accord, he only chose to do the things he saw the Father doing. Are we living with the 

                                                           
65

 Ephesians 2:2 
66

 John 5:19 RSV 
67

 John 8:38 RSV 
68

 John 8:44 

άLŦ ŀƴȅ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǊǎǘs, let him come to me and drink. He who 

ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƳŜΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψhǳǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ 

Ŧƭƻǿ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊΦΩ bƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ 

which those who believed in him were to receive; for as yet the 

{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ƎƭƻǊƛŦƛŜŘΦέ 

[John 7:37 ς 39 RSV] 

http://www.cc.gatech.edu/cpl/projects/graphcuttextures/data/interaction/LittleRiver.jpg 
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world and its standards as our number one priority for deriving mission, or are we living with our 

place in the Kingdom of God as our prime reality. Which type of learning does God ask us to gain 

ς Revelation knowledge, or worldly knowledge which philosophically is miles apart from 

kingdom knowledge; ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ōȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ? Did Acts Christians follow the 

leading of the Spirit of JesusΩ by seeking his voice and vision with the eyes of their hearts, or did 

they seek to compromise with the world? What happened when compromise and deception 

were attempted69? 

 

Christian mission is based on revelation knowledge. Paul says this in Ephesians 1:17 when he 

prays: 

 

άǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƎƭƻǊȅΣ Ƴŀȅ 

give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of 

ƘƛƳΦΦΦΦΦέ ώw{±ϐΦ 
 

So fundamentally Christian mission is not based on: 

 

A. Our human efforts. 

B. Our human methods. 

C. Our human knowledge. 

D. Our supposed inner divinity. 

 

 

Christian mission is based on: 

 

A. Receiving direct messages from God in our hearts through the flow of the Holy Spirit 

B. Receiving visions, and pictures with the spiritual eyes of our hearts from God 

C. Receiving ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇƻƴǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ άōǳōōƭŜ ǳǇέ ƛƴ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ 

flow into and beyond our beings. 

D. That the team is taught how to recognise the spontaneous flow of this revelation knowledge 

in their hearts. 

E. That the team is taught how to receƛǾŜ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέ70 

directly. 

F. That the focus is on Jesus doing the mission through the one true guide the Spirit of Truth 

which we have received if we are Christians71. 

G. The mission-al leader is a vessel through which God facilitates the new convert to also 

become a vessel which the Holy Spirit will flow into and brim over and out of as well. 

 

 

                                                           
69

 Acts 5 
70

 Acts 16:8 - 10 
71

 John 14:15 - 27 
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This type of mission-al leadership aids the convert to discover the 

infinite resources of God to encourage them, guide them, give 

them new life, give them unlimited life forever72 and the peace of 

Christ that passes all understanding! 
 

Conclusion 

 

In the next section we will be discussing four keys to hearing the voice of God. We will start to 

discover how these keys can open up the door to the infinite resources of God, but above all to 

an intimate relationship with our heavenly dad. 

 

 

1.1 ς Group Exercise   
 

Get into groups of three and pray for each other, whilst laying 

hands on each others heads, that God will open your hearts 

to receive revelation knowledge from him. Wait quietly for a couple of minutes after doing this 

waiting on him and stilling your own thoughts down to see what he wants to say to you. You 

may get a picture, a feeling, some thoughts ς share these thoughts for a couple of minutes with 

each other, and write down what God has said to you in your journal note books which come 

with this course. 

 

1.2  Write down what God has said to you below 
 

 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

                                                           
72

 John 5:24 
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______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

CƻǳǊ YŜȅǎ ǘƻ IŜŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ±ƻƛŎŜ 

 

Let us begin this training process by considering the fundamental way that the ancient prophets 
sƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǿƛƭƭΦ LƴŘŜŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ώƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎϐ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ 
and receive visions. Jesus lived by this teaching, and taught his disciples to do so as well. The book of 
Acts shows us the outworking of what this looked like in real life. The gospel of John models what 
this looked like in Jesus who is our example. 

 

I remember saying to a close friend in leadership concerning a talk I was to give at a 

ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ƪŜȅǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ 

ǘƻƴƎǳŜ ƛƴ ŎƘŜŜƪΣ ά¸Ŝǎ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ŦƛǾŜ ƪŜȅǎέΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘǿƛƴƪƭŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜ 

making the point that we should not break down God into a method. So I tend to say to 

people now I would like to share four keys that I find useful in order to aid me in hearing 

DƻŘΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ L Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊtance of these 

four keys through studies I have done with Christian Leadership University. I recommend to 

any one taking this course to seriously consider doing some of their courses, particularly to 

ōŜƎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ course thoroughly examines the 

whole area of hearing God, dialoguing with God, and having intimacy with God. I am 

indebted to CLU for these great lessons, and I will utilise many of these lessons in this course 

as they have become part of my Christian experience. In other words I have proven them for 

myself. 

 

{ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳǊ ƪŜȅǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΚ [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŀ ƪŜȅ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΥ 

 

άL ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿŜǊΣ 

and look forth to see what he will say to me, and what I will 
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answer concerning my complaint.  And the LORD answered me: 

Ψ²ǊƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΤ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ Ǉƭŀƛƴ ǳǇƻƴ ǘŀōƭŜǘǎΣ ǎƻ ƘŜ Ƴŀȅ Ǌǳƴ ǿƘƻ 

ǊŜŀŘǎ ƛǘΦΩ73έ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

From this verse we may deduce how the prophet Habakkuk approached his times of 

dialoguing with GoŘΣ ǎƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊǎŜǎΥ 

 

1. IŜ ǘƻƻƪ Ƙƛǎ άǎǘŀƴŘέ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǘƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻ άǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ώDƻŘϐέ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ άǎŀȅ ǘƻέ ƘƛƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ άǎǘƛƭƭέ ȅƻǳǊ 

self; this can be demonstrated from a variety of instances in Scripture, and it 

is crucial in the process of dialoguing with God. 

 

So how can we bring ourselves to stillness, here are some things that work for 

me: 

 

i. I pray in tongues, which open up the part of my mind which is 

particularly involved in intuitive flow ς the things of the heart. 

ii. I put on worship music without words, and ask God to create a still 

space inside of myself where my thoughts, worries, plans etc can be 

laid aside for my time with him. 

iii. LŦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜƴ L ǿǊƛǘŜ Řƻǿƴ Ƴȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ paper 

and decide to leave them until later. 

iv. I look at some nice relaxing pictures from nature. 

v. I breathe deeply and slowly. 

vi. I picture a scene which brings me to relaxation. 

 

                                                           
73

 Habakkuk 2:1, 2 

CƻǳǊ YŜȅǎ ǘƻ IŜŀǊ DƻŘΩǎ ±ƻƛŎŜΗ 

[1] Stillness ς I still my own thoughts 

[2] Vision ς I look to Jesus 

[3] Spontaneity ς Spontaneous thoughts 

[4] Journaling ς I write down these thoughts 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wgcrs.com/IMAGES/Golden Key.png&imgrefurl=http://www.wgcrs.com/&h=174&w=250&sz=36&hl=en&start=6&tbnid=yxm5syQjT3IY-M:&tbnh=77&tbnw=111&prev=/images?q=golden+key&gbv=2&ndsp=20&svnum=10&hl=en&sa=N
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By coming to stillness, letting my mind be empty of my thoughts, I invite Jesus to 

come and fill my heart.  

 

2. And this brings us to the second great approach to dialoguing with God ς I 

άǿŀǘŎƘέ ǘƻ άǎŜŜέ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ L ƭƻƻƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ 

heart, and listen with the ears of my heart to see what Jesus wants 

to say to me. So the next step is I look for vision, I look to Jesus. 

There are two great verses which help me here: 

 

ά[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 

faith.74έ  

 

άCƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ[Ŝǘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƛƴŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 

ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΣΩ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǘo give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 

face of Christ.75έ  
  

We will rarely go wrong when we seek the voice of the Spirit of Jesus in our hearts. 

²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΣ Ƙƛǎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΣ Ƙƛǎ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ 

If we were to read 2 Corinthians chapters 3 ς 4:6 then we would clearly see that for 

Paul he knew that Jesus was living in his heart by his Spirit. He quite literally 

expected to see Jesus face in his heart, and he believed that his Spirit was living 

inside his heart and mind in deep interactive intimacy with him. When I look to 

vision I see Jesus face. 

 

3. bŜȄǘ ǿŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ άŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƳŜέΦ LŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 

look to ourselves but to Christ then we will find that spontaneous 

thoughts, pictures and feelings will light upon our minds. We will 

sense that these thoughts are too wise for us, too comforting, beyond 

our normal way of coping, or dealing with things. These thoughts, feelings or 

pictures come as a spontaneous flow. If I try to engage my mind at this time 

the tendency will be for me to try to take control, and then the flow of the 

ǊƛǾŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ L ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ 

them or stopping them until they have finished then I will find that they are 

truly from Christ. We will discuss safe guards later if we find the thoughts 

are negative or harmful, but a simple rule to follow at this early stage is to 

say that if we look to Jesus then his wonderful presence of light shuts out 

the enemy.  If you just let the thoughts flow in this time of listening to the 

God who speaks you can decide to test what has been communicated later. 

                                                           
74

 Hebrews 12:2a RSV 
75

 2 Corinthians 5:6 RSV 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wgcrs.com/IMAGES/Golden Key.png&imgrefurl=http://www.wgcrs.com/&h=174&w=250&sz=36&hl=en&start=6&tbnid=yxm5syQjT3IY-M:&tbnh=77&tbnw=111&prev=/images?q=golden+key&gbv=2&ndsp=20&svnum=10&hl=en&sa=N
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wgcrs.com/IMAGES/Golden Key.png&imgrefurl=http://www.wgcrs.com/&h=174&w=250&sz=36&hl=en&start=6&tbnid=yxm5syQjT3IY-M:&tbnh=77&tbnw=111&prev=/images?q=golden+key&gbv=2&ndsp=20&svnum=10&hl=en&sa=N
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Testing them during this time will just stop the flow. However, if you are 

worried about opening up in this way, then you can ask God what he wants 

to say to you about your worries, and then you can continue in the flow of 

what he communicates. Remember God always wants to build a deep loving 

and safe intimate relationship with you, deep inside your heart. 

 

4. Finally we come to JournaliƴƎΦ Iŀōŀƪƪǳƪ ƛǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǘƻ άǿǊƛǘŜ 

ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΦέ  L ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ ǘƘŜ 

questions I have for God, and to also record the spontaneous 

thoughts and pictures which flow through the eyes of my heart 

and the ears of my heart. Writing what God is communicating to 

me helps me to stay focussed for longer periods of time on the free flow of 

the spontaneous thoughts and pictures God is giving me. It has the benefit 

of keeping my mind occupied so that it does not try to take control of the 

time, and it gives me a record of what God is saying to me, and allows me to 

share things with a close spiritual mentoring friend, as well as giving me a 

record of what God has said, and allowing me time to meditate on it, and to 

also test it.76 

 

We will next consider the safe guards which we need to put in place when approaching God 

in this way, but at this point I would recommend the four keys as a vital thing for the 

Mission-al leader to practice, and for the whole team to learn as well! 

 

Remember that ǘƘŜ ά[!a!5έ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ is based on revelation knowledge. God is the only 

one who really knows us and understands us. Human beings cannot sort out their hearts, 

lives or salvation by themselves. Humanistic approaches fail to be able to offer any lasting 

solutions to our sin damaged lives, or mission to those who are in bondage to self and sin. 

God is the only one who can save us. Jesus is the only way to Father God77Φ ¢ƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ 

WŜǎǳǎέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŘŜŜǇΣ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ŀƴd intimate loving relationship 

with the family of God! So the four keys will become important in the teaching process of all 

those secular people who come to faith in Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
76

 Virkler, 2005:47 
77

 John 14:6 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wgcrs.com/IMAGES/Golden Key.png&imgrefurl=http://www.wgcrs.com/&h=174&w=250&sz=36&hl=en&start=6&tbnid=yxm5syQjT3IY-M:&tbnh=77&tbnw=111&prev=/images?q=golden+key&gbv=2&ndsp=20&svnum=10&hl=en&sa=N
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2.4 ς Journaling 
 

Now I would like you to take a few 

minutes to do some journaling in 

your course journal section. Still 

your self down, asking Jesus to 

make a still and relaxed space for 

him to talk with you. Perhaps 

think of a favourite passage from 

one of the gospels where you can picture Jesus. Enter into that story and watch what 

Jesus wants to say or do. Listen and watch for spontaneous thoughts and pictures 

and start writing what you see or hear as thoughts come to mind. If you have 

questions write them down, perhaps start with the question what do you want to 

say to me about what I have learnt today about spontaneity and journaling?  When 

ȅƻǳ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƴ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άLέ ŦƻǊ 

when you sense it is Jesus speaking. At the end of this session you will have a chance 

to share your journaling with us if you want to. 

 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 
Safe Guards 
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We closed the last session ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛƴƎ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ǳǘƛƭƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ƪŜȅǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ 

voice which we discussed. As we went through the last session I said that we would begin 

this one by considering safe guards to protect us, especially if you are new to receiving 

words and pictures. Many worry that we are engaging in some sort of weird New Age form 

of mysticism. It is feared that we will let in a wrong spirit or a demonic spirit. It is thought by 

others that the Holy Spirit was only given to give the early Christian church a head start, and 

that  with the passing of the Apostolic age the supernatural gifts of the Spirit were no longer 

available to Christians, and that the Spirit from then on would speak primarily through the 

Scriptures. I think that we dealt with what the New Testament model really teaches in a nut 

shell earlier. If you wish to explore this field in a more comprehensive way then please 

consult the Bibliography. I have already mentioned my view that Christian Leadership 

University offers some excellent courses ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƭ ŀǊƛǎŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά[!a!5έ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƻŦ 

learning as mentioned in the first session. So in this session we will consider first of all 5 safe 

guards that all must be in place before we start to explore the four keys on our own. 

 

3.1  Safe Guards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 The five safe guards may be expressed in the following way: 

 

A. That you are a born again Christian with a relationship with Jesus Christ, having 

repented of all known sins, and having trust in him, and obedient to him as your 

master and Lord. 

B. That the Bible is the sole standard for testing all experiences, ideas and spiritual 

phenomenon against. 

C. That you are committed to getting to know God through meditation on 

Scripture. 

D. That you submit your will to the Will of God in everything as it is revealed to you. 

E. That you have 2 or 3 spiritual advisors who you trust as good friends that you 

can share your journaling and spiritual growth experiences with ς particularly 

when big decisions are involved. 
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There are also six qualities which a spiritual advisor needs to possess. It must be said that 

Mission-al leaders must be supervised and mentored by at least two advisors. The six 

qualities are:  

 

A. That your advisor be a good friend who you can talk to and have an open 

trusting and trustworthy relationship with. 

B. That your advisor has a strong and comprehensive Biblical orientation. 

C. That your advisor receives words, visions and walks in the fruits of the Holy 

Spirit. 

D. That your advisor has a commitment to people under his or her pastoral care. 

E. That your advisor receives counsel from others as you do. 

F. That your advisor be ahead of you in an area in which you wish to learn about 

and grow into.78 

 

3.2  Exercise 
 

Get into groups of 3 or 4 and discuss the following questions for 10 

minutes, and then report back at the end of the exercise. 

 

A. In what ways is it important to utilise the 

five safe guards as Mission-al leaders? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

B. In what areas does my present experience with God measure up 

to the five safe guards ς think about strengths and weaknesses? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

                                                           
78

 Virkler, 2005:Chapter 1 
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C. What sort of spiritual advisors do I relate to at the moment? Are 

they close friends? What are the strengths and weaknesses of 

having a close friend as an advisor in your experience? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

D. What are the benefits of being open to intimacy with God through 

flow and spontaneity? What are some of the blocks I am facing? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 
 

At the close of this exercise after feeding back to the wider group we will then take a 

few minutes to pray for each other based on what each of our small groups shared. 
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3.3 ς Utilising Vision in the Mission-al Leaders personal life and in the 

witnessing life of the mission team to Secular People  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Mission leaders or converts try to sort out problems for themselves without reference 

to revelation knowledge they will find that they soon get discouraged. Mission encounters 

may be fruitless in terms of really having gone very far, it may take months, or even in some 

cases a year or two before any real breakthroughs happen with un-churched contacts. This is 

because we so often rely on a system or model of reaching people which is thought to be 

the best way to proceed because it does not seek to bring too much outside influence into 

the relationship as this might mean the potential convert will fear brain washing or 

manipulation. 

 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά[!a!5έ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

way Jesus related to people he helped them to see for themselves what their needs were; 

that he did not treat them with disrespect. He did not force his disciples to follow him, but 

he invited them to follow. He did not judge the woman at the well, who was probably a 

prostitute with condemning words, but rather with words of invitation which she could 

respond to. She responded in such a big way that she brought the whole village back to 

KEY PRINCIPLE! 

What you focus on you  

  Magnify! 

1. Focus on Jesus = Abundant life 

Positive World View 

2. Focus on Negatives = Enemies 

Realm of Negativity, depression 

& Darkness 
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ƳŜŜǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ ά/ƻƳŜ ǎŜŜ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ L ŜǾŜǊ ŘƛŘΦ79έ Notice how Jesus 

use of Revelation knowledge with her proved to her, and the village, that Jesus was indeed 

the Messiah! 

 

The approach of Christ when he speaks to us through the spontaneous flow of his Spirit in 

our hearts is to share his love for us. He seeks to build us up. He delights in a relationship 

with us. He loves to just be with us, if you like just to hang out with us. He does not force us 

to do anything against our will. We always have a choice. We will discuss more about this in 

our next section ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ άŘƛǎŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎέΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ 

the voice of Satan. But it may simply be said at this stage that the enemy always uses 

manipulation, or deception in one way or another which in the end comes down to a desire 

ǘƻ ƘŀǊƳ ǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

to come alongside and help us to make the next steps with him by our side. 

 

So this brings us to the use of the eyes and ears of our new contacts heart as they seek new 

perspectives and healing of their inner most beings. And this is what mission is all about, the 

ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎŜŎǳƭŀǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƛƴner most beings! 

 

Let us consider a situation in which your contact has a deep hurt from the past, perhaps it is 

child abuse, perhaps it is the loss of a loved one. They have struggled with the hurt, anger, 

grief and pain of this damaging event for many years. No matter how many times they try to 

find healing or release as they have talked about it, or prayed about it has just remained a 

set of unanswered questions and emotional pain. It affects their relationship with people. It 

makes them have questions about God ς why did he let it happen? 
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¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ά[!a!5έ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ mission-al leader 

has heard the story of the contacts pain, and the contact feels safe and is willing to seek 

healing. Above all they want a divine perspective on it. So the counsellor uses the first three 

of the four keys to help the client to come to stillness, and ready to receive spontaneous 

Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƳǇƭe steps that can be taken: 

 

WHAT VISION YOU INCUBATE IN YOUR HEART WILL 

DETERMINE HOW YOU FEEL AND THINK!          

{ŀǘŀƴΩǎ bŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ        WŜǎǳǎΩ tƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ 

        tƛŎǘǳǊŜ άȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŀƛƭέΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ        ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳέ 

        5ƛŜέΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜƭŜǎǎέΦ        ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ ƭƛŦŜέ 

                 ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜέΦ 

x      IGNORE NEGATIVES! 

       

            a!DbLC¸ W9{¦{Ω th{L¢L±9{Η 

 

 

 


