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Chapter 1 Whole Brain Revelation Meditation Approach to Biblical Interpretation 

I must start out in this book on biblical interpretation by commenting on the very serious task of 

communicating the authentic word of God to the people of today. The Godhead is revealed 

throughout scripture, and it is not as though the revelation of the character, purposes and saving 

actions of God in the Old covenant are of less relevance than those in the new. How God worked in 

the lives of Adam, Noah, Abraham etc have many lessons on getting to know the person of God, and 

the faithfulness and grace he revealed to these figures of biblical history as he did in the time of 

Christ and the early church.  

ά.ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘe lives of our young and older people today does not face any 

challenges which it has not faced in the past. Just because we live in a multi media society, which has 

created multiple imaginative realities for it self, it does not mean that every phase of human society 

Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀŘ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ŦŀƴǘŀǎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΦέ ¢ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ 

view like this seriously? Is it way off the mark? Is some of it flying in cloud cuckoo land? Or is there 

more truth in the view than misconception?  

 

Whatever might be said in response to these questions there is something so different about this 

generation that it cannot be missed in comparison to all other historical societies and cultures. It is 

the incredible availability of new and old ideas, and the way that each version cycles quickly across 

cyber space, and the multiple TV channels available to us. What used to be this months news is now 

ǘƘƛǎ р ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ǎƭƻǘǎΩ ƴŜǿǎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƎǊŀōōŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƘƻǳǊ ŀƎƻ ƛǎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΦ 

Society has become corporately information hungry expressed in addictive terms. It is possible that 

ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƳƛƴŘ ƛǎ ǎƻ ōƻƳōŀǊŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ ǘǊǳǘƘ 

from error, empirically based from sci fi fantasy. People of today face information overload. They 

also take part in the addictions of this decade ς Xbox, Play station, the alternate realities of cyber 

space ς where a persons own world can be fashioned. What is behind all of this? Who is behind it 

all? 

 

We are talking about biblical interpretation in this section ς bringing the meaning of Christ into the 

lives of the people of today! What about the distractions that are getting in the way of starting this 

process?  How are we bringing the message of the bible to their attention? The internet is the new 

arena that catches their interest!  If we look at each piece of the mega hertz recycling capability of 

cyber space, then we are considering the bewildering information frenzy which is impacting young 

minds. Minds which love to soak up the latest thing out there. However, what about the bigger 

issues at stake for the young? What does psychology teach us about a bombarded mind? What did 

the Stalinist propaganda schools bear in common with this present phenomenon? What did Hitler 

youth achieve in terms of establishing the world view of fascist Germany? It is interesting that 

psychological experiments of the 1950s demonstrated that if another leader like Hitler were to 

appear again, then as many as 53% of people in any given society would follow him! But Hitler and 

Stalin had only one ideology, fascism and Marxism. They realised that in order to get followers they 
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needed a paradigmatic ideology. But what is the ideology of today? Is there a hunger in young minds 

for a Christian ideology? What do post modern people want? 

 

Well, as the mega hertz society of today reveals, people take less time to find a particular ideology 

that they have thought through for themselves; instead they are bombarded with so many that they 

can become confused. Are the people of today confused? What damage can such confusion cause? 

How can they sift fantasy from reality when there is no time to do it? Have they become mega hertz 

junkies? 

 

Indeed the effectiveness of brainwashing techniques are based on weŀǊƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƳƛƴŘ 

with too much information, mixed with contradicting ideas, leading to too much data for the brain to 

ŘŜŎƛǇƘŜǊΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ōǊŜŀƪ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ōȅ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƻƴ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

people become vulnerable to either disinterest in any one thing or belief, or highly vulnerable to a 

growing deep seated need to embrace something, or someone, who can save them from all the 

confusion? Hence we have the definition of the cult leader and cultic devotees. The cult of relativity 

has become the new non religious nebula of today. Is it just a mistake that things have gone this 

way? Where is God in all of this? Did not God confuse the languages of mankind at Babel? Has cyber 

space undone much of the benefit that Babel brought to mankind when multiple languages were 

introduced, thus making it harder for mankind to unify itself by communicating multiple inventions 

that could lead to evil. Is the common language found in cyber space a reversal of a positive 

confusion of shared language? Is the global web a means of bringing so much of the evil genius of 

mankind together in one place that the brain becomes numbed with all the various takes on reality? 

.ŀōȅƭƻƴ ƛƴ wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǘŜǊƳƛƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ today based on a 

reversal of Babel so that mankind can confuse itself with too much shared contradicting 

information? What is the Babylon of today Rev. 17 & 18? What has fallen in the babble of the mega 

hertz generation [Rev. 14]?  

 

Perhaps we can say that no other generation has ever faced the confusion of today. Who is behind 

it? Satan! Who has ultimate control of how far it will all go? God [Rev. 18]!!!! The church must help 

ƛǘǎΩ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƎŀ ƘŜǊǘȊ .ŀōŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ŎȅōŜǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ, and to rather take a 

revolutionary stand on mount Zion with Jesus the lamb [Rev. 14:1-5]! The church cannot embrace 

the about to fall Babylon, but rather it needs to meet the need of those God is calling out of it! 

People are still seeking the real meaning in life amidst millions of competing versions. It is the 

confusion of ideas that has stopped the traffic flowing, because it seems impossible to spend enough 

time seeking the single most important meaning to everything found in Christ alone? The church 

needs to be calling her young and older people to come out, away from, the racing information 

Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅΦ ά/ƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ Ƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΗέ ώwŜǾΦ мпΥс-10].  
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Yes it is strange to talk about biblical interpretation by looking at an information confused world of 

ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊǳŜ ƘŜǊƳŜƴŜǳǘƛŎǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ άƳŜŀƴƛƴƎέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ 

can only come from meeting Jesus [John 14:6]. I am not knocking the churches attempts to share 

Jesus in cyber space, Jesus is even Lord there, but I am challenging the youth ministers of today to 

encourage their young people to come off the  mega hertz race track in order to find real meaning 

that defines life by spending time getting to know Christ! That is hermeneutics made practical! 

 

The challenge to biblical interpretation today is to call young and older people back to understand 

Jesus Christ. It is the challenge to know him for themselves and to know he is the way the truth and 

the life [John 14:6]. If they want to be radical then they can start by being radical enough to know 

Jesus as a certainty in their lives. This is one of the great challenges! 

 

Another is how can we bring across the heart of the meaning of scripture into the culture of today? 

We so often think of the difficulties of difference. Western culture is inclusive in philosophy towards 

ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΣ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΣ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǘŎΦ Lǎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΚ ²Ŝƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ 

the church it is clear that Luke and Acts see them as equal partners. Even the Pharisee Paul says 

thŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ƳŀƭŜ ƻǊ ŦŜƳŀƭŜΧΧΦǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ώDŀƭΦ оΥнлϐΦ wŀŎƛŀƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

equalised in Christ so we are all one impartially in his sight. However, sexual orientation, and the 

covenant of heterosexual marriage are clearly upheld, consider the clear statements of Romans 1 to 

sexual relationships to the contrary. Old covenant scriptures in the OT do not possess the full light 

found in Christ [see in later discussions below 2 Cor. 3 & 4]. When Christ appeared then Jews and 

Greeks, slaves and free, men and women disappear ς all have equal opportunities in the new 

dispensation of grace [Gal. 3:20]. 

 

So hermeneutics, what is it all about? It is about the most profoundly important dilemma of the 

human soul. Who am I? Where do I come from? Where am I going to? Is there any meaning to life? 

Does anyone, let alone God, really care about me? And what about me? Do I really care about 

anyone except myself? To what extent do young and older people of today seek elusive meaning for 

life by filling the God shaped hole with multiple fantasies? In what ways can we call them off the 

internet highway to take time to find the real meaning to life? How can we detoxify their rapacious 

racing minds? Can we do it? What is in the way of fulfilling the task at hand? 

 

I lift up Jesus for you to consider. He is the hermeneutic! He is the only being found in human history 

that based his life on the principle of gift love totally. He is the only one who could give everything 

without needing anything back from us for him to survive. O yes God does not need us to survive in 

order to maintain himself, but he loves us and wants us to survive. He loves to share the complete 

riches of himself with us. There is no selfishness in this desire at all, for he does not need us in order 

to survive. He is completely whole in every aspect of his omnipotent self. God did not need to share 
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life with others, but he wanted to because the nature of love is to share itself, and God is ultimate 

love [1 John 4:7]. He holds nothing back in the eternal life found in Jesus, for those who trust the 

wonderfully selfless act of God delivering all things to them in Christ eternally. Now that is why if 

Jesus is lifted up, if we behold him bleeding and dying on the cross for us, then we will find that 

hermeneutics, bible reading, biblical scholarship, theology everything is all about a person and not a 

massive collection of ideas. It is all about our God who although he did not need to create us for any 

selfish purpose in his complete sufficiency, he nevertheless made other beings in order to be able to 

share the joy of his eternal self with us as real beings made in his image. So that is the task of all the 

ideas we will be looking at in this paper. It is the task of discovering how the tools we use can be 

aided by the Holy Spirit so that we might find Jesus, and what he means to us, and what he means 

for us to understand about him. This is eternal life that we know God, know Jesus and the Spirit 

[John 17:3], it is not about knowing theological ideas, or bible study techniques, if these are not 

based on having a passion for Jesus. The Spirit can speak that passion into being through scripture, 

ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ ǘŀǎƪ ƛǎ ŦǊǳƛǘƭŜǎǎΦ 

 

Sadly, too often, evangelicals have become deists rather than theists. What I mean is that the 

ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛƴƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ōŜŜƴ ǿŀǘŜǊŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΥ άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ 

{ƻƴ ŀƴŘ Iƻƭȅ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΦέ 5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘΚ ²Ŝ ǘƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƘŜŀǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ Ǉlenty 

about Jesus and the Father. But for some evangelicals there has been a damaging reaction against 

the third person of the Godhead [the Spirit] by stating their position on his role in the church today 

in cessation terms. The concept here is that the supernatural gifts of the Spirit stopped after the 

apostolic age, and that they will never operate in the church again! This is a deistic position ς In this 

view God wound up the church in the apostolic age, and ever since left it to its own devices without 

the supernatural presence of the Spirit of Jesus guiding it. However, our hermeneutics need to be 

based on a Trinitarian belief in Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He still speaks to us today, not just 

through scripture, but still through prophecy, tongues etc [1 Cor. 12 & 14]. He will always agree with 

ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴƻǊ ƻŦ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ōƛōƭŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊǎ ǿŜ 

need to believe that God is active in our lives today, and that Scripture is an expression of the blue 

print of authentic Christianity; and the work of the Spirit. In other words bible interpreters today 

ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜƛǎǘΩǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 

their minds, and lives, just as in the times of the apostles. 

 

The single passion of the Godhead is to lovingly maintain a real relationship based on 

communication with us through the Spirit of Jesus [Acts 16:8]. The passion of the Holy Spirit is Jesus, 

CŀǘƘŜǊ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ CŀǘƘŜǊ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘe Spirit, Jesus and us. The passion of 

Jesus is Father, Spirit and us. The passion of the Godhead is that we come to share in this all giving 

inclusive family of the Godhead - sharing peace forevermore [John 17]. So Lord Jesus let us be part 

of this wonderful meaning, this great hermeneutic ς You Father, You Jesus, And You Holy Spirit! Save 

us from everything which would get in the way.  Lord Jesus thank you we are eternally yours [John 

5:24]; thank you that nothing can separate us from your love [Romans 8:28 ς 38]; thank you Lord 

Jesus that you are the good shepherd who will never permit us to be snatched from your hand [John 
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10:27 ς 30]. Thank you that we had our names written in your book of life before the world was 

made, and this is your promise that we will stand in the face of the enemy; for he cannot frustrate 

the salvation of those who are eternally foreknown [Rev. 13:8]. Thank you that you had a plan for 

each individual before our conception took place [Jer. 1:5]. Thank you that you made us as 

individuals who can trust you, choose you, and choose to trust and love each other in you! Thank 

you that sharing you, means it is safe to share with everyone else, and thank you that we do not 

need to think of selfishly keeping things for ourselves because you give to others so that they give to 

us as we share in your family of faith. So the circuit of beneficence is complete in you Lord; for we 

are all your sons and daughters resourced by you, looking out for one another without needing to 

think about ourselves; because others look out for us in your family! Let the restoration of your self 

giving agape love [1 Cor. 13] liberate us to become primitive Christians once again [Act 2:42]. Let us 

find the liberty of letting go of all our mammon of selfishness! Let us start to live the meaning of 

your self giving love in the family of your church today. For you once said this is the one true 

evangelistic reality ς ǘƘŀǘ άōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǿ 

ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊέ ώWƻƘƴΦ моΥо5]. Love covers a multitude of sins. May no man or woman owe us 

anything! May all be forgiven so that the real meaning of forgiveness is demonstrated in our lives 

lived toward one another. Thank you Jesus for we have come home when we really know you. Self 

grabbing is terminated, and selfless living for others begins. Oh Jesus let us come home to you, and 

one to another. Let us live the real meaning of life in the kingdom of God starting here right now. It 

ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ άȅƻǳǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴέ ώaŀǘΦ сΥмлϐΦ [Ŝǘ ǘƘƛǎ άǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜέ ƛƴ 

your church united beyond human boundaries. Let our young people be radical enough to start this 

restoration and regeneration. Let them be beacons, and let your church light its torches from theirs, 

which is all sourced and resourced through you! What a vision, what a dream! Do we dare to live 

that dream?  Thank you Lord Jesus for just being you, and thanks that you will pull us through! In 

your name Amen! Now that is real hermeneutics! 

 

Journaling 

 

[1] In groups of 3 reflect on the discussion above, what things to God draw to your attention from it? 

 

Record your insights below: 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 
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[2] Individually select one things from your insights recorded above and ask God what he wants to 

say to you about it. Use the four keys so that you may dialogue with God seeking Rhema and Vision. 

Journal your conversation with God below: 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 
[3] Get back into your groups and share what God said to you from your journaling. Record each 
others insights below and then pray together thanking God for them. 
 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 2 How to reflect utilising the Lamad Approach 

 

The following couple of sessions are meant to give the individual or group using this book to utilise 

itsô resources as a way to receive revelation knowledge whilst reflecting on the Word of God. My 

hope is that the individual or group may do some of the exercises as appropriate from below before 

proceeding with seeking revelation knowledge through the word of Scripture. 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 1 ς Four Keys to Hearing the Voice of God    
 

1.0 Introduction 

 

 

 

In this session we are going to be exploring four keys to 

ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ Ǿƻice, and in order to do this we will be 

considering what scripture has to say about it based on the revelation model of how God 

communicates. However, before we come to this it is important to consider some important 

Scriptural teaching on the work and nature of the Holy Spirit. It is through the flow of spontaneous 

thoughts, and pictures perceived by the eyes and ears of our hearts that the Holy Spirit 

communicates with us. So we will start from this point. 

 

1.1 ¢ƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέ 

 

The best place to sǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ άǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ 

{ǇƛǊƛǘΚέ Lǎ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ нуΥмфΥ 

 

άDƻ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōŀǇǘƛǎƛƴƎ 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦέ ώw{±ϐΦ 

 

Notice how Jesus expresses the equality of the Godhead in this command. 

We are to baptise in the name of the three persons of God. If you have read the verse 

ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǘƘŜέ ǇǊŜŦŀŎŜǎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘ ς άǘƘŜ 

CŀǘƘŜǊέΣ άǘƘŜ {ƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άIƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘέΦ {tated simply Jesus shows that each of the persons 

http://images.google.co.uk/images?q=golden+key&gbv=2&ndsp=20&svnum=10&hl=en&start=0&sa=N 
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of God are equal, and the same, in relationship and authority. So if one speaks then all speak 

and agree because they are one. This is what John indicates in John 5:18: 

 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ more to kill him, because he 

not only broke the Sabbath but also called God his own Father, 

ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦέ ώw{±ϐΦ 

 

Moreover, Jesus taught a woman he had a meeting with by a well in Samaria the following: 

 

άDƻŘ ƛǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊship him must worship in spirit 

ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǘƘΦέ ώWƻƘƴ рΥно - 24RSV]. 
 

IŜƴŎŜ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛ-partite nature of the Godhead. All three persons 

ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ ƎŀǾŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ 

person of God. He taught the disciples that after his return to God the Holy Spirit would have 

a special Job: 

 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ȅŜǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƳ 

now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide 

you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his 

own authority, but whatever he hears he will 

speak, and he will declare to you the thins that are  

to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is 

mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has 

is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is 

ƳƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ ώWƻƘƴ мсΥмн ς 15 RSV] 
 

¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ 

and all that he has done for us and still wishes to say to us. The book of Acts particularly 

reinforces this point, Luke writes: 

 

άLƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōƻƻƪΣ h ¢ƘŜƻǇƘƛƭǳǎΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŀƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ 

WŜǎǳǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘΦέ ώ!Ŏǘǎ мΥм w{±ϐΦ 
 

!Ŏǘǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ōƻƻƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ [ǳƪŜ Ƙŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘƻ ά¢ƘŜƻǇƘƛƭǳǎέ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ώǘƘŜ 

gospel of Luke] what Jesus did and said, and in his second book [Acts] he reminds Theophilus 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛǎŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άŘƻƛƴƎǎέ ŀƴŘ άǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎέ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦ IŜ ǳǎŜǎ ŀ 

ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ¢ƘŜƻǇƘƛƭǳǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ άŘƛŘέ ŀƴŘ άǘŀǳƎƘǘέΣ 
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hŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƘŀŘ άōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ !Ŏǘǎ ƛǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ άŘƻ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ 

the Holy Spirit; working in the hearts of his followers. Acts 1:8 informs us: 

 

ά.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ώWŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘϐ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ 

Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses 

in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ ώw{±ϐ 
 

Jesus continues to do his works, and speak his words, through his disciples as they look to 

Christ who lives in their inner most beings by the Holy Spirit. He allows his words and works 

to bubble up deep inside our hearts and for them to flow out to others. The book of Acts is 

about Jesus continuing his mission through us his people. It is a mission which he shares with 

us deep inside; in the intimacy of a deep hearted relationship. The Holy Spirit is called the 

ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέ ƛƴ !Ŏǘǎ мсΥс - 10: 

 

ά!ƴŘ they went through the region of Phrygia and 

Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit 

to speak the word in Asia. And when they had 

come opposite Mysia, they attempted to go into 

Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow 

them; so, passing by Mysia, they went down to 

Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: 

a man of Macedonia was standing beseeching 

ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ Ψ/ƻƳŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ aŀŎŜŘƻƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎΦΩ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ 

he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into 

Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the 

ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦέ [RSV]. 
 

Notice how Luke was with Paul and his friends when these things happened [notice the use 

ƻŦ άǿŜέ ŀƴŘ άǳǎέϐΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ !Ŏǘǎ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ς 

ǘƘŜȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέ ōȅ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ communication with him ς as his 

words bubbled up inside them speaking to the ears of their hearts, and as he communicated 

with them through the eyes of their hearts. 

 

!ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ά[!a!5έ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 

reflection on Scripture ς it is vital to recognise that the way we know that the words and 

pictures which God causes to spontaneously to light upon our hearts and minds come from 
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ǘƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘǊŀǿǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ seek the 

guidance of his Spirit we need to picture Jesus, and focus on Jesus as we dialogue with him. 

If this is new to us then we may worry that the enemy may be speaking, but there is a great 

promise that Jesus gives to us: 

 

ά!ƴŘ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΣ !ǎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ will be given you; seek, and you 

will find; knock, and it will be opened. For every one who 

asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who 

knocks it will be opened. What father among you, if his 

son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 

or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you 

then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will the heavenly Father give 

ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳΗέ ώ[ǳƪŜ ммΥф ς 13 

RSV]. 
 

We need not fear the gift of the Holy Spirit ς ǘƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέΣ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ Ƙƛǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ 

and he will not allow us to be harmed by the enemy if we look in faith to Jesus to give us his 

ƎƛŦǘǎΣ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΦ LƴŘŜŜŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǎŜǊmon on the day 

of Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out: 

 

ά!ƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Řŀȅǎ ƛǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜΣ DƻŘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ 

pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and 

your daughters shall prophecy, and your young men 

shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 

dreams; yea, and on my menservants and my 

maidservants in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅΦέ ώ!Ŏǘǎ нΥмтΣ му w{±ϐΦ 
 

Conclusion 

 

The river of the Holy Spirit [John 7:38, 39] gives us intimacy with our Lord Jesus, he speaks to 

us continuously through spontaneous thoughts, feelings, visions, dreams. We are to live by 

Ƙƛǎ ǎŜƭŦƭŜǎǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ŦƭƻǿΦ ά[!a!5έ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ǘƻ 

receive revelation knowledge from the River of the free Ŧƭƻǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέ ŀǎ ƘŜ 
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speaks words of comfort and healing into our hearts. This is the Acts model, the New 

Testament model of Christian living, and it should be the primary aim of Christians to enable 

them to trustingly look to the flow of the messages that God causes to bubble up from deep 

inside their most intimate heart. 

 

 

1.2 ς Group or Personal Exercise   
 

 

In groups of three or four look up the following short passages and discuss what they tell 

you about the sort of intimacy God wants with you [take 10 minutes].  

 

A. Jesus our example ς John 5:19, 20? 

 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

B. John 14:18 ς 23 

 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

C. John 15:1-7 

 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 
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D. John 17:20 - 26 

 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

 
NB: If there is a group leader take a few minutes to get group feed back on intimacy with 

God. 

 

It is important to recognise that when we live by revelation knowledge and spontaneous 

flow it is not a tool which we can use, it is not a method to get what we want, but it is the 

core of what Christian life is all about, that we have an intimate friendship within the family 

of God and with the person of God expressed in terms of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is all 

based on us having a loving relationship with God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.3 Four keys to hearing the voice of God 
 

I remember saying to a close friend in leadership concerning a talk I was to give at a 

ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ƪŜȅǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ 

ǘƻƴƎǳŜ ƛƴ ŎƘŜŜƪΣ ά¸Ŝǎ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ŦƛǾŜ ƪŜȅǎέΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘǿƛƴƪƭŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜ 

making the point that we should not break down God into a method. So I tend to say to 

people now I would like to share four keys that I find useful in order to aid me in hearing 

DƻŘΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ L Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

four keys through studies I have done with Christian Leadership University. I recommend to 

any one working through these sections to seriously consider doing some of their courses, 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ 

examines the whole area of hearing God, dialoguing with God, and having intimacy with 

God. I am indebted to CLU for these great lessons, and I will utilise many of these lessons in 

these few sessions as they have become part of my Christian experience. In other words I 

have proven them for myself. 
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So what are four keys ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΚ [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŀ ƪŜȅ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΥ 

 

άL ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿŜǊΣ 

and look forth to see what he will say to me, and what I will 

answer concerning my complaint.  And the LORD answered me: 

Ψ²ǊƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ vision; make it plain upon tablets, so he may run who 

ǊŜŀŘǎ ƛǘΦΩέ ώIŀōŀƪƪǳƪ ΥмΣ н w{±ϐΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

From this verse we may deduce how the prophet Habakkuk approached his times of 

ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΣ ǎƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊǎŜǎΥ 

 

1. IŜ ǘƻƻƪ Ƙƛǎ άǎǘŀƴŘέ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǘƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻ άǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ώDƻŘϐέ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ άǎŀȅ ǘƻέ ƘƛƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ 

DƻŘΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ άǎǘƛƭƭέ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜƭŦΤ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

demonstrated from a variety of instances in 

Scripture, and it is crucial in the process of 

dialoguing with God. 

 

So how can we bring ourselves to stillness? Here are some things that work for 

me: 

 

i. I pray in tongues, which opens up the part of my mind which is 

particularly involved in intuitive flow ς the things of the heart. 

ii. I put on worship music without words, and ask God to create a still 

space inside of myself where my thoughts, worries, plans etc can be 

laid aside for my time with him. 

CƻǳǊ YŜȅǎ ǘƻ IŜŀǊ DƻŘΩǎ ±ƻƛŎŜΗ 

[1] Stillness ς I still my own thoughts 

[2] Vision ς I look to Jesus 

[3] Spontaneity ς Spontaneous thoughts 

[4] Journaling ς I write down these thoughts 
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iii. LŦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜƴ L ǿǊƛǘŜ Řƻǿƴ Ƴȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǇŜǊ 

and decide to leave them until later. 

iv. I look at some nice relaxing pictures from nature. 

v. I breathe deeply and slowly. 

vi. I picture a scene which brings me to relaxation. 

 

By coming to stillness, letting my mind be empty of my thoughts, I invite Jesus to 

come and fill my heart.  

 

2. And this brings us to the second great approach to dialoguing with God ς I 

άǿŀǘŎƘέ ǘƻ άǎŜŜέ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ L 

look with the eyes of my heart, and listen 

with the ears of my heart to see what Jesus 

wants to say to me. So the next step is I look 

for vision, I look to Jesus. There are two great verses which help me here: 

 

ά[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘer of our 

ŦŀƛǘƘΦέ ώIŜōǊŜǿ мнΥн ŀΣ w{±ϐΦ 

 

άCƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ[Ŝǘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƛƴŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 

ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΣΩ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 

ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ ώн /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ рΥсΣ w{±ϐΦ 
  

We will rarely go wrong when we seek the voice of the Spirit of Jesus in our hearts. 

²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΣ Ƙƛǎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΣ Ƙƛǎ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ 

If we were to read 2 Corinthians chapters 3 ς 4:6 then we would clearly see that for 

Paul he knew that Jesus was living in his heart by his Spirit. He quite literally 

expected to see Jesus face in his heart, and he believed that his Spirit was living 

inside his heart and mind in deep interactive intimacy with him. When I look to 

vision I see Jesus face. 

 

3. bŜȄǘ ǿŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ άŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƳŜέΦ LŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 

look to ourselves but to Christ then we will 

find that spontaneous thoughts, pictures and 

feelings will light upon our minds. We will 

sense that these thoughts are too wise for us, too comforting, beyond our 

normal way of coping, or dealing with things. These thoughts, feelings or 

pictures come as a spontaneous flow. If I try to engage my mind at this time 

the tendency will be for me to try to take control, and then the flow of the 
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ǊƛǾŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ L ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ 

them or stopping them until they have finished then I will find that they are 

truly from Christ. We will discuss safe guards later if we find the thoughts 

are negative or harmful, but a simple rule to follow at this early stage is to 

say that if we look to Jesus then his wonderful presence of light shuts out 

the enemy.  If you just let the thoughts flow in this time of listening to the 

God who speaks you can decide to test what has been communicated later. 

Testing them during this time will just stop the flow. However, if you are 

worried about opening up in this way, then you can ask God what he wants 

to say to you about your worries, and then you can continue in the flow of 

what he communicates. Remember God always wants to build a deep loving 

and safe intimate relationship with you, deep inside your heart. 

 

4. Finally we come to Journaling. Habakkuk ƛǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǘƻ άǿǊƛǘŜ 

ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΦέ  L ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ 

down in my journal the questions I have 

for God, and to also record the 

spontaneous thoughts and pictures which 

flow through the eyes of my heart and the ears of my heart. Writing what 

God is communicating to me helps me to stay focussed for longer periods of 

time on the free flow of the spontaneous thoughts and pictures God is giving 

me. It has the benefit of keeping my mind occupied so that it does not try to 

take control of the time, and it gives me a record of what God is saying to 

me, and allows me to share things with a close spiritual mentoring friend, as 

well as giving me a record of what God has said, and allowing me time to 

meditate on it, and to also test it. 

 

We will return in the next session to safe guards which we need to put in place when 

approaching God in this way, but at this point I would recommend the four keys as a vital 

thing for the reflective Bible reader to practice. 

 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά[!a!5έ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ to reflective reading is based on revelation 

knowledge. God is the only one who really knows us and understands us. Human beings 

cannot sort out their hearts, lives or salvation. Humanistic approaches fail to be able to offer 

any lasting solutions to our sin damaged lives. God is the only one who can save us. Jesus is 

ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ CŀǘƘŜǊ DƻŘ ώWƻƘƴ мпΥсϐΦ ¢ƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǎ 

into a deep, healing and 

intimate loving relationship with 

the family of God! 
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1.4 ς Journaling 
 

Now I would like you to take a few 

minutes to do some journaling 

below.  Still your self down, asking 

Jesus to make a still and relaxed 

space for him to talk with you. 

Perhaps think of a favourite 

passage from one of the gospels 

where you can picture Jesus. Enter into that story and watch what Jesus wants to say 

or do. Listen and watch for spontaneous thoughts and pictures and start writing 

what you see or hear as thoughts come to mind. If you have questions write them 

down, perhaps start with the question what do you want to say to me about what I 

have learnt today about spontaneity and journaling?  When you sense thoughts 

ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƴ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άLέ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

Jesus speaking. At the end of this session you will have a chance to share your 

journaling with others if you want to [if you are in a group]. 

 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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Session 2 ς Using Vision in Reflectively 

 

2.0  Introduction 
 

We closed the last session with a journaƭƛƴƎ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ǳǘƛƭƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ƪŜȅǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ 

voice which we discussed. As we went through the last session I said that we would begin 

this one by considering safe guards to protect us, especially if you are new to receiving 

words and pictures. Many worry that we are engaging in some sort of weird New Age form 

of mysticism. It is feared that we will let in a wrong spirit or a demonic spirit. It is thought by 

others that the Holy Spirit was only given to the early Christian church as a head start, and 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƻƭƛŎΩ ŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ 

available to Christians; that the Spirit from then on would speak primarily through the 

Scriptures. I think that we dealt with what the New Testament model really teaches in a nut 

shell last session. If you wish to explore this field in a more comprehensive way then please 

Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ άŎǿƎƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎέΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ Ƴȅ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

University offers some excellent courses on this which ŀƭƭ ŀǊƛǎŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά[!a!5έ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƻŦ 

learning, as mentioned in the first session. So in this session we will consider first of all 5 safe 

guards that all must be in place before we start to explore the four keys on our own. 

 

2.1  Safe Guards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 The five safe guards may be expressed in the following way: 

 

A. That you are a born again Christian with a relationship with Jesus Christ, having 

repented of all known sins, and having trust in him, and obedient to him as your 

master and Lord. 

B. That the Bible is the sole standard for testing all experiences, ideas and spiritual 

phenomenon against. 

C. That you are committed to getting to know God through meditation on 

Scripture. 

D. That you submit your will to the Will of God in everything as it is revealed to you. 
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E. That you have 2 or 3 spiritual advisors who you trust as good friends that you 

can share your journaling and spiritual growth experiences with ς particularly 

when big decisions are involved. 

 

 

 

There are also six qualities which a spiritual advisor needs to possess. It must be said that 

Christians must be supervised and mentored by at least two advisors/good friends. The six 

qualities are:  

 

A. That your advisor be a good friend who you can talk to and have an open 

trusting and trustworthy relationship with. 

B. That your advisor has a strong and comprehensive Biblical orientation. 

C. That your advisor receives words, visions and walks in the fruits of the Holy 

Spirit. 

D. That your advisor has a commitment to people under his or her pastoral care. 

E. That your advisor receives counsel from others as you do. 

F. That your advisor be ahead of you in an area in which you wish to learn about 

and grow into. 

 

2.2  Exercise 
 

Get into groups of 3 or 4 and discuss the following questions for 10 

minutes, and then report back at the end of the exercise. 

 

A. In what ways is it important to utilise the 

five safe guards as Christians? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

B. In what areas does my present experience with God measure up 

to the five safe guards ς think about strengths and weaknesses? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________



Whole Brain Revelation Meditation & Biblical Interpretation 

 

P
a

g
e2

1
 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

C. What sort of spiritual advisors do I relate to at the moment? Are 

they close friends? What are the strengths and weaknesses of 

having a close friend as an advisor in your experience? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

D. What are the benefits of being open to intimacy with God through 

flow and spontaneity? What are some of the blocks I am facing? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 
 

At the close of this exercise, after feeding back to the wider group, we will then take a 

few minutes to pray for each other based on what each of our small groups shared. 
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2.3 ς Utilising Vision Reflectively 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Christians try to sort out problems for themselves without reference to revelation 

knowledge they will find that reflective Bible reading sessions may be fruitless in terms of 

really having gone very far. This is because we so often rely on a system or model of trying to 

understand Scripture which is thought to be the best way to proceed because it does not 

seek to bring too much outside influence into the relationship as this might mean we feel 

manipulated bȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƛŘŜŀǎΦ 

 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά[!a!5έ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

way Jesus related to people he helped we see that he did not treat them with disrespect. He 

did not force his disciples to follow him, but he invited them to follow. He did not judge the 

woman at the well, who was probably a prostitute with condemning words, but rather with 

words of invitation which she could respond to. She responded in such a big way that she 

brought the whole village back to meeǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ ά/ƻƳŜ ǎŜŜ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ 

ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ L ŜǾŜǊ ŘƛŘΦέ ώWƻƘƴ пΥофϐΦ 

 

The approach of Christ when he speaks to us through the spontaneous flow of his Spirit in 

our hearts is to share his love for us. He seeks to build us up. He delights in a relationship 

with us. He loves to just be with us, if you like just to hang out with us. He does not force us 

to do anything against our will. We always have a choice. It may simply be said at this stage 

KEY PRINCIPLE! 

What you focus on you  

  Magnify! 

1. Focus on Jesus = Abundant life 

Positive World View 

2. Focus on Negatives = Enemies 

Realm of Negativity, depression 

& Darkness 



Whole Brain Revelation Meditation & Biblical Interpretation 

 

P
a

g
e2

3
 

that the enemy always uses manipulation, or deception in one way or another which in the 

end comes down to a desire to harm us; this indicates a wrong spirit being behind our 

ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ǳǎΣ 

and to come alongside and help us to make the next steps with him by our side. 

 

So this brings us to the use of the eyes and ears of our heart as we seek new perspectives 

and healing of their inner most beings. Reflective Bible reading has much to do with healing 

as we dialogue with the God who speaks! 

 

Let us consider a situation in which you have a deep hurt from the past, perhaps it is child 

abuse, perhaps it is the loss of a loved one. You have struggled with the hurt, anger, grief 

and pain of this damaging event for many years. No matter how many times you try to find 

healing or release as you have talked about it, or prayed about it, it has just remained a set 

of unanswered questions and emotional pain. It affects your relationship with people. It 

makes you have questions about God ς why did he let it happen? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT VISION YOU INCUBATE IN YOUR HEART WILL 

DETERMINE HOW YOU FEEL AND THINK!         
 

 

{ŀǘŀƴΩǎ bŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ        
 

WŜǎǳǎΩ tƻǎƛǘƛve 

        tƛŎǘǳǊŜ άȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŀƛƭέΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ        ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳέ 

        5ƛŜέΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜƭŜǎǎέΦ        ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ ƭƛŦŜέ 

                 ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜέΦ 

x      IGNORE NEGATIVES! 

       

            a!DbLC¸ W9{¦{Ω POSITIVES! 
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¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ά[!a!5έ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƪƴƻǿǎ 

his or her painful past memory only too well. Above all you want a divine perspective on it. 

So it is suggested that you use the first three of the four keys to help the your self to come to 

ǎǘƛƭƭƴŜǎǎΤ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǎǇƻƴǘŀƴŜƻǳǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ 

steps that can be taken: 

 
 

Step # 1 ς Put yourself back into the 

hurtful past experience. Picture the place where it happened, the people 

concerned, and what happened. But particularly watch what Jesus is doing 

or saying, whilst the experience is relived.  

 

Step # 2 ς Take Jesus by his hand, look on     

at your self during this event and ask Jesus to give you his 

reason for allowing you to go through the experience. 

What was he doing while you were going through it? 

 

Step # 3 ς As Jesus gives you a new perspective on what happened this may be   

enough in it self to transform your whole outlook on what happened. 

Looking at things from Jesus divine perspective will enable you to find 

answers and healing which no one else could ever give. Of course there 

could be several steps Jesus wants you to take with him over a few sessions. 

Jesus knows best ς just go with the flow until it ends. 

 

Step # 4 ς You may choose to ask Jesus to heal your hurts, or anger, or to  

enable you to forgive the person involved. The important thing is that the 

vision encounter through the eyes of your heart will not be the your 

answers, but they need to be allowed to flow through your being like a pure 

ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƛƴƎ ǊƛǾŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ 

rather just watch Jesus, see what he is doing and saying. Remain in the 

vision until the flow of it has been allowed to cease when the Spirit has said 

all he wants to. 

 

Step # 5 - It is important to end the vision session with thanks giving for the new  
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perspective and for the healing given. It is also important to journal what 

God has done for you. 

 

I would like to stress that these steps are not to be rigidly followed when seeking vision, they 

are rather a guideline. Anything which becomes a formula, or is used as one, will be in 

danger of becoming reliant on methods, and human systems which will block flow. When 

the free flow of spontaneous pictures light on our minds looking to Jesus for vision then we 

can have confidence that Jesus will show up. At the most basic level I often ask people to 

invite Jesus into the past hurtful event, and to await spontaneous vision. This is simply how 

vision can be utilised. Particularly in terms of vision that arises in our hearts during reflective 

spontaneous Bible reading when Jesus brings an old hurtful memory from the past to your 

ƳƛƴŘΩǎ ŜȅŜ ŦƻǊ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎΦ 

 

 

2.4 ς Vision Exercise 

 
 

 

On your own take a few minutes or a little longer to think of a minor thing which has 

happened to you for which you want to get a divine perspective. Utilising the four keys 

picture yourself in the situation, watch what Jesus does. Listen as thoughts and feelings flow 

into your being. Record exactly what Jesus was doing. What expression was on his face? 

What were his hands doing? Where was he standing? Was he moving around the room? 

Follow him and watch and listen. Record this in your journal as you look to the vision that 

Jesus brings to the eyes and ears of your heart. At the end of this exercise you may be asked, 

if you want, to share what you saw [if doing this as a group]. 

 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

I would like to encourage groups and individuals who take time to listen reflectively to the God who 

speaks in this Lamad version of Matthew to consider purchasing Mark and Patti Virklerôs book ñHow 

to Hear Godôs Voiceò. You can find information for this on the cwgministries website 
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Chapter 3 A Seven Step prayer ministry to heal the Heart1 

 

What I am outlining in this section must be considered as a basic introduction to the way that 
ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΤ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ vital to this 
ōƻƻƪΩǎ ǳƴŦƻƭŘƛƴƎ later as groups apply the principles outlined as they meditate on the Pentateuch. I 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ ŀ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǘƻƻƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ άtǊŀȅŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ IŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ IŜŀǊǘέ ōȅ 
Mark and Patti Virkler [see on Bibliography]. This book sets out a ministry plan which this brief 
section, because of limitations of space, cannot do. My hope is that the small group will work their 
ǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ aŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ tŀǘǘƛΩǎ ōƻƻƪΦ 

 

Having said this let us consider the prayer ministry model which in its basic form will be 
pragmatically outlined. 

 

My suggestion is the group doing this section invite somebody experienced in this type of ministry to 
lead it. Hence I have not included reflection exercises for this section because I feel it is vital to have 
supervision as you explore the information below. It is vital that a small group explore, understand 
and act on the information below at some point in my view! 

 

 

1. Generational Sins and Curses 

 

1. How do I know that I am suffering from a curse that has come down the family line? 
 
The answer to this question needs to be sought utilising the four keys, and with someone 
ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ !ǎƪ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ 
discernment of your family line. What sins or curses come to mind spontaneously as you 
think about them? Consider grandparents, uncles, aunts etc. What comes to mind? 
Sometimes there are well known family curses, such as many of the women have suffered 
from breast cancer. Or depression is something a large number of extended family members 
ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǘŜǊƳŜŘ άŎǳǊǎŜǎέΦ  

 

2. How do I pray for these things that have been passed on to me? 
 
Really it is very simple. There is no magic about it. Once a doctor gets the diagnosis right 
then he can treat the illness. All the patient has to do is accept he or she has the illness. 
Praying for generational curses needs a prayer something like this: 
 
 

                                                           
1
 Virkler, PHH, 2001: 134 - 137 
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A. Specifically identify the sin or curse which has been passed down the family line 
which you are struggling with. Repent for your part in keeping it alive. 

B. Ask for forgiveness and forgive your ancestors. 
C. tƛŎǘǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻƳō ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊƻǎǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 

you and the ancestors. 

 

It is the atoning death of Christ which saves us from every curse and every sin or oppressive 
bondage. When we specifically pray for particular identified curses and sins the Lord Jesus 
will minister to these for us. Remember this does not mean we are saved all over again, we 
already belong to him, but this is part of sanctification. 

 

People often find that they receive healing from something like depression by the simple 
virtue of cutting off this generational route into their lives. We are not blaming the ancestors 
by doing this, in fact positive blessings which we have received from them we never cut off. 
What we are doing is identifying an avenue of negative influence on our lives which we no 
longer want as Christians. 

 

2. Ungodly Soul-ties 
 
 
It may be useful to itemise some clues that indicate a soul-tie, and these can really be 
applied to all seven areas we have discussed above. They are: 
 
1. Pressures within that feel like they are being held in abeyance but have not really gone 

after [let us say] prayer for generational curses. 
2. You may have issues that come back to haunt you regularly. 
3. You may be experiencing habitual or stubborn patterns of sin. 
4. You may suffer from weaknesses in any of the following areas, mentally, emotionally, 

spiritually and physically. 
5. Anything which is within that is contrary to the peace of Christ, faith, hope or love. 
6. Anything within that lines up with any activity of Satan. 
7. You may suffer from addictions to sex, drugs, alcohol, pornography ς in other words any 

out of control area in your life is a symptom of something you need healing from.2 

 

 Ungodly Soul-ties operate when we have got a connection with somebody else who takes 
away our natural freedom to serve Christ without sin dominating our lives, or any other 
person being put first. 

 

To break an Ungodly Soul-tie it is important to once again identify the source of it. Utilise the 
four keys and seek revelation knowledge for the source of the soul-tie. Once again it is 

                                                           
2
 Virkler, PHH, 2001:95 
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important to seek guidance from someone who understands this sort of ministry. The soul-
tie may be a former sexual partner from the time before you became a Christian. It could be 
an old teacher who had had a strong influence on your thinking which established attitudes 
which make you look down on matters of faith. 

 

Once you have specifically identified the soul-tie, and where the particular avenue or, 
opening to this person still exists you need to remove it. 

 
So a prayer like this is the most effective in terms of what it asks for, 
 
A. Confess and repent of your ungodly soul-tie with the person concerned [name him or 

her], and of your anger and resentment against them, or for that matter God if you feel 
it. 

B. Forgive that person by name for their involvement in the sin concerned. Ask for 
forgiveness for yourself. And ask that God will enable you to forgive yourself for what 
you did. 

C. Ask the Lord to sever the ungodly soul-tie between you and that specific person. Ask 
God to destroy anything evil which has come into you through that soul-tie. Ask him to 
return to you that which you lost by way of it, and ask him to give back to the other 
person anything which you took from them. 

 

You will almost certainly feel a weight lift in your being as this happens, and you will find 
that the negative energy which has felt held in abeyance will dissipate. 

 

 

 

3. Replacing Negative Confessions and beliefs 

 

We have already discussed some of the dynamics of negative beliefs and expectations above. So 
we may consider how we go about identifying them. Once again utilising the four keys and an 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƭƻǊ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ beliefs you hold 
and expectations. Then pray through them one at a time something like below; 

 

A. Confess and repent of your sin in believing the lie which is always false beliefs and 
negative Confessions. Be specific in your confession taking responsibility for your part in 
keeping them alive, basing your life on a lie. 

B. Forgive any person who has contributed to this or fed it. Ask for forgiveness for your 
part in keeping it alive, and ask God to enable you to forgive yourself for what you once 
thought and are now revoking. 
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C. Confess the countering divine truth to the untrue belief or negative expectation you 
have held and ask God to enable you by his Spirit from now on to live by the truth which 
he has planted in your heart instead. 

 

4. Renounce your inner vows 
 
 
We have discussed how a vow usually comes about because of an associated hurtful and 
painful experience which we hope to avoid in the future by making the vow. The greater the 
injury the more powerful the hold the vow has over us.  
 
Once again ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you the vows which you have made specifically, 
then pray a prayer something like the one below, 
 
A. Confess and repent of your sin of making the specific vow you are bringing before God 

for healing. 
B. Forgive those who hurt you and contributed to your vow, and ask for forgiveness for 

your part in it, and for making it. Ask God to enable you to forgive your self for making it. 
C. Instead, propose by the power of the Holy Spirit to live free from the vow, and speak a 

corresponding Bible truth into the void which revoking the vow has left open. 

 

5. Receive Divine Visions 
 
 
 I have already outlined the process of vision healing to heal hurtful pictures from the past 
[in chapter 5]. Hence refer to this chapter to first of all do a vision exercise for healing 
painful memories and pictures from the past. 
 
Here is a brief summary of the vision prayer approach to healing hurtful memories, 
 
A. Confess and repent of any anger or bitterness you have against those who hurt you, God 

if you blame him some how. Ask him to forgive you and that you will be enabled to 
receive his forgiveness. 

B. !ǎƪ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘǎ ŜȅŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ 
that underlies the issue you are specifically focussing on. 

C. !ǎƪ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ where he was in the scene [look to see where he 
was]. Ask the Holy Spirit to take over this scene and give you a vision showing you what 
Jesus was doing there [respond to what the Lord is showing you he was doing]. 

D. Healing comes in this process because once Jesus enters the vision he brings healing. 
You may not have known what he was doing then, but when you see it you get a new 
healing picture that moves you on to healing. 
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6. Cast out Demons 
 
 
I include, to begin this section, some exercises which I did as part of a course I did with 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άtǊŀȅŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘέΦ L ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎ 
as I feel they answer some questions which I had prior to doing the course. 
 

1. What is the meaning of daiminizomai3, and why is it impossible for the King James Version to 

ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜ ƛǘ άŘŜƳƻƴ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎŜŘέΚ 

 

Lǘ ƛǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ IŀƳƳƻƴŘǎΩ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀƛƳƛƴƛȊƻƳŀƛ ƛǎ ōŜǎǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜƳƻƴƛȊŜŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 

than possessed. The Christian cannot be owned by Satan because he is owned by Christ as he lives in 

the heart as Lord through the Holy Spirit. 

 

2. Briefly and in your own words, discuss the meaning and significance of the four expressions 

used in Ephesians 6:12 to describe our enemy. 

 

άtǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎέ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ƻǊƎŀƴised structure to the satanic organisation. 

!ǎ ǘƘŜ IŀƳƳƻƴŘǎΩ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ Ǌŀƴƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ 

kingdoms, areas churches etc. One example is Daniel chapter 10. The Kingdom of God is so 

organised that even a four year old child who is born again can order any demon to leave through 

WŜǎǳǎ ƴŀƳŜΩΦ 

άtƻǿŜǊǎέ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ exousia
4
 which means 2right or authority, possession of power that 

makes authority to act possibleò. The Satanic organisation has power delegated from Satan to other 

lower ranking demons to exercise authority over those who open the doors to them. However, as 

Christians we have authority in Jesusô name to annul that supposed authority. 

 

ñThe rulers of darkness of this worldò may be translated as ñmasters or lords of the worldò. 

Essentially it describes Satanôs intention to control people through manipulation etc. He is spoken of 

as ñprince of this age, or god of this worldò
5
. He is a completely defeated foe who has no power over 

us as Christians; for we are now living the life of the future in the present
6
 in the Kingdom of God. 

We only give him opportunity if we open the door to his manipulative influence. He cannot take our 

salvation away as we are owned by Christ, but he can seek to get at us through our sin damaged 

bodies and souls. 

                                                           
3
 Moulton, 1981:84 

4
 Moulton, 1981:148 

5
 2 Corinthians 4:4 

6
 John 5:24 
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This Satanic organisation is also termed ñspiritual wickedness in high placesò. The term expresses a 

desire to do
7
. This means we have to be involved in the ministry of spiritual warfare ï for Satan surely 

is. We will overcome him if we use discernment and our natural authority in Christ 
8
. 

 

3. Discuss how demons may enter an individual.  

 

To begin with this is where many get confused because they say if we cannot be possessed then how 

can demons enter our bodies? Well as Paul says in Romans 7 our bodies can be resistant to the new 

heart, and for us to live in open sin, let us say lust, is to let the demon of lust have an oppressive 

foothold, although at the same time he does not possess our spiritsô which belong to God eternally. 

Yet as things come to light in my life through revelation knowledge they come into light from 

darkness, and then I choose by the Spiritôs enabling to close the door to the selfish demon who until 

then has oppressed me in a certain area of my fleshy self. So the primary ways of entrance may be 

said to be: 

 

i. Through deliberate sin 

ii. Through sins of omission 

iii.  Through sins of connection ï books etc 

iv. Through false doctrine 

v. Through majoring on one area of truth and neglecting others 

vi. Through former membership of a cult or association with some one like a fortune teller. 

Etc 

 

4. How does one determine the need for deliverance? 

I like Mark Virklerôs logic here that the best assumption is to assume we all have some demonic 

oppression. Some signs might be, 

 

i. Emotional scars 

ii. Emotional uncontrolled outbursts, 

iii.  Mental illness 

iv. Besetting habitual sin ï pornography etc 

v. Self destructive thoughts  

vi. Un-forgiveness  

vii.  Obsessions, 

                                                           
7
 John 10:10 

8
 Matthew 28:19 etc 
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viii.  Illnesses with no clinical diagnosis etc. The biggest sign for me is to discern the need for it by 

the Spirit. Also definite resistance to a work or proclamation of Christ!  

 

I could also add: Religious error, speech problems, sex problems, addictions. 

 

5. What are the seven steps to deliverance? 

i. Honesty ï bringing hidden demonic things to light 

ii. Humility ï Recognition of complete dependence on God 

iii.  Repentance ï specifically repenting for known sins and leaving Satan behind by turning from 

the sin and selfishness of the enemy. 

iv. Renunciation ï means to completely separate self from the sin and previous demonic 

influences. 

v. Forgiveness ï Confess all known sins and to completely forgive all who have wronged us. 

vi. Prayer ï Ask God to deliver me, and ask God to enable me to live by the flow of the perfect 

life of the living Jesus. 

vii.  Warfare ï Identify spirits directly, and by specific names, and command them by the 

authority we all possess in Christ to leave and to never return. To make sure the void is 

filled with Christ! 

 

6. What must one do to retain deliverance? 

 

Mostly I think it is to live by the free flowing power and presence of a two way relationship with 

Jesus who will keep me in the light of Godôs presence. 

 

 

Seven things keep me delivered: 

- Putting on the whole armour of God which is so well known from Ephesians 6. It is to live 

through flow by these in Christ, 

1. To confess positively who I am now in Christ, to no longer allow negative confessions to 

shape my mind and heart. 
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2. To stay focussed specifically on the flowing Rhema as the Holy Spirit makes the Word of 

God live within me. 

3. To crucify my flesh, by walking by the law of the Spirit of life. 

4. To maintain a life of fellowship with other Christians and to keep involved in spiritual 

ministry to others, as well as receiving it my self. 

5. To develop a life style of praise, worship and prayer 

6. To be totally committed to Christ in every aspect of my life without question! 

 

7. As if you were talking to a new Christian, explain why the ñhouseò must be filled after 

deliverance, and how this is done. 

 

ñWell John now that you have experienced this ministry it is important to make sure you close the 

doors which we identified which originally let the enemy in. We noticed how you had had a real 

problem with your boss who used to be a Christian, and had started to do and say unfair things to you 

at work. Jesus helped us to discover that you had developed an attitude of real hatred toward him, and 

a deep seated resentment. You couldnôt even think about forgiving him when it all came to the 

surface. In the end we discovered a number of demons who had got a real foothold in 

you................................ . You are really feeling good about this now, and it probably seems like you 

feel you donôt ever want this to happen to you again. And I believe that is true. However, you need to 

fill some of the holes left in you with the Spirit of Christô, and this means that you will need to really 

start to live a life of praise, worship and a two way relationship with Jesus, so that those holes can be 

filled with him completely. The best way to keep the door of your self locked to demonic oppression 

is to be so full of the presence of Jesus that you wonôt even open the door a little. He will fulfil the 

needs which you used to feel that the demonic/sinful things used to fill in your life before.ò 

 

I can take a little time with his wife and family as well, if they wanted, to learn how to hear Godôs 

voice clearly and how to live with Jesus filling every part of their lives. For John the most important 

thing would be to choose to invite Jesus to be his teacher, and to fill him with his Spirit. I would share 

the four keys, and take time to help him to learn journaling. Above all I would want him to practice 

bringing every secret of his hearts to light before Jesus; thus making sure doors are kept closed to the 

enemy. I would want to attach him to a more mature mentor who could also befriend him. 

 

8. In your own words, describe the benefits and drawbacks of both public and private 

deliverance ministries. 

 



Whole Brain Revelation Meditation & Biblical Interpretation 

 

P
a

g
e3

5
 

I have been part of both. I never felt comfortable to join a big queue just because everybody seemed 

to be doing it, whilst others find that the best way in large meetings. So my experience has been the 

personal stuff toward me and with other people individually. 

 

I think the big event makes the most dramatic impact as people are encouraged to go forward as they 

see others being delivered. In our last 12,000 strong youth Soul Survivor Conference many were 

released of demons every day. 1200 young people gave their lives to Jesus in two nights. Deliverance 

played a big role, and the power of the Spirit was manifest. Some of the young people, who had been 

in bondage to all sorts of fears, and reasons not to commit to Christ, went home and parents were 

emailing me saying ñthank you for taking them, what a difference!ò Or, ñWow we have never seen 

anything like it. Give me some of that etc.ò So for young people the large event creates enough 

anonymity, as many are being delivered, and filled with the Spirit at the same time. At Soul Survivor 

the emphasis is on delegation of ministry so that, as in my case, we continued to work with our 20 or 

30 young people at a later time. So a combined process works well. Not every one will receive 

enough ministry in a large event, some barely enough, and others nothing. So a smaller referral 

network of local pastoral ministries is vital to mop up, or implement the same, as in the large event. 

Any way if there is not personal fellowship after such events many will soon be even more oppressed. 

So the personal fellowship, support, and having equipped ministers to do the deliverance is vital for 

training, discipleship and growth. I guess local situations are challenged when a person comes back 

baptised in the Spirit and the church is not. Mostly this seems to be more positive and negative for the 

church when suddenly young people are delivered and come back full of faith and power. 

 

9. In your own words, discuss why self-deliverance is possible and necessary, and how it could 

be accomplished. 

 

Simply stated self deliverance is possible if a person has an open and willing heart to bring everything 

to light through Christ as he opens the doors of our hearts bringing everything into his light. Every 

Christian has a God-given right to personally claim deliverance through the authority of Jesusô name. 

Any other teaching would be anti Christian as everything is equally every Christians to personally 

claim in Christ. It is necessary as God wants us to develop a mature and open personal relationship 

with Him as Lord, and this maturity is the aim. If we learn of our rightful authority in Christ then as 

we live in intimacy with him he will be the complete answer to our salvation and sanctification in its 

on-going sense. It is accomplished by developing a heart, through Christ which is open to flow, 

Rhema, discernment and Vision. 

 

 

Having recorded this, here is the type of prayer that is the most effective, 
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A. Make sure that you have gone through the other steps of prayers 1 ς 5 before you seek 
deliverance from a particular oppressive demonic stronghold. If you have sought healing for 
a specific sin problem in each of the five areas above then deliverance will be a whole lot 
easier. If the demon does not come out then go back to the above five prayers because 
something has been missed. Ask God what has been missed and respond as he leads you. 
Ask God to name the demon or stronghold which has been oppressing you. If it is 
ǇƻǊƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ǘƘŜƴ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻƴ άǇƻǊƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅέΤ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƧŜŀƭƻǳǎȅΣ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ άƧŜŀƭƻǳǎȅέΦ 

B. ¢ƘŜƴ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΥ άLƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ L ǊŜƴƻǳƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōǊŜŀƪ ŀƭƭ 
ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻƴκǎ ώǎǘǊƻƴƎƘƻƭŘǎϐ ƻŦ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψΣψψψψψψψψψψψψψψΣŜǘŎέ 

C. άL ǘŀƪŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎ ώǎǘǊƻƴƎƘƻƭŘǎϐ ƻŦψψψψψψψψψψψψ_____ and I bind you and 
ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƳŜ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ 

 

7. Experience the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus 

 

Make sure that you have specifically identified the way you have been trying to live the Christian life 
by your own strength by seeking revelation knowledge on this utilising the four keys. Then pray a 
prayer like the one below, 

 

A. ά[ƻǊŘ DƻŘΣ L Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴ ƻŦ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΣ ǎƻ L 
surrender my whole life to you in this area and I confess that the power to overcome the 
sin of _______________ comes only from you through Jesus Christ your Son and my 
[ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ {ŀǾƛƻǳǊΦέ 

B. άL ǘǳǊƴ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ǎŜƭŦ-effort to save myself from the sin of____________ and I open 
my whole being to embrace the power of your Holy Spirit to flow within me and do what 
I cannot. 

C. Jesus, I give you permission to set me free by the flow of your Holy Spirit working 
through me, to overcome the sin of____________________ completely [Some people 
do this during vision prayer counselling]. 

 

I would like to complete this section by including my testimony of what God did for me as I went 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ L ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ άtǊŀȅŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ IŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ IŜŀǊǘέ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 
Leadership University. I did it in the form of a paper, and I include it as a personal testimony of praise 
ǘƻ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩΦ 
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Chapter 4 Introduction to a Lamad New Testament Translation and Interpretation 
 

I have chosen to include the general introduction to my ongoing work on a Lamad translation of the 

New Testament from Greek to English at this point because it describes many important aspects of 

Biblical interpretation; and how interpretation and hermeneutics are involved in the way translators 

choose possible translations of original koine Greek texts, or in the case of the Old Testament 

Hebrew and Aramaic texts. I hope the student will see what is different in the way I approach 

translation and hermeneutics compared to a more rationalistic approach to biblical translation than 

many of my contemporaries.  I suggest that students use more than one type of translation when 

reading the Scriptures. 

άhƘ bƻΗ bƻǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΗέ ¸Ŝǎ L Ŏŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘǎΦ !ǎ L ƘŀǾŜ 

pursued a study of the Greek New Testament in the last 23 years it has struck me that there has not 

as yet been one which particularly focuses on the charismatic background to its language and 

composition. 

 

What I particularly mean by this is that the history of the 20th Century particularly, and the early 21st 

century, has been so broadly influenced by rationalism that the revelation knowledge background 

behind the New Testament documents has been lost sight of to a lesser or greater extent in the 

interests of objective purity of purpose, and a desire, to some extent, to make the Biblical 

documents more intelligible to a post supernatural Western world view. Translations are more 

readily using language and phraseology which is perceived to be more palatable to our so called 

scientific and empirical age. However, the Middle Eastern Jesus, and his contemporaries lived with a 

high awareness of revelation that came from beyond the five senses; rather coming mystically via a 

revelation communicated to their inner most beings by the Spirit of God. 

 

The Middle Eastern Jesus was a product of his times as much as he was the Son of God and the Son 

of Man. He grew up in a society which valued spontaneous intuitive revelation and inspiration far 

more than we do with our inheritance of Greek rationalism. The language of the heart, or so called 

emotional intelligence, was far more highly valued by Jesus and his followers. To them they 

depended on intuitive spontaneous revelation and inspiration through, spontaneous thoughts, 

ideas, dreams, visions and providential guidance than the world of today does. Jesus only did what 

he saw the Father was doing [John 5:19]; and the apostles clearly lived by the same mantra. Paul for 

instance spoke of the eyes of the Christian heart receiving a Spirit of Revelation and Inspiration 

[Ephesians 1:16-18]. Indeed he wrote to the Galatians, 

 

άh ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘ DŀƭŀǘƛŀƴǎΣ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ǎǇŜƭƭ ƻƴ ȅƻǳΣ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ǎƘƻǿƴΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ 

very eyes, to have been crucified?  This one thing I want to learn from you, was it by works 

of the law or by the Spirit that you came to hear and believe? Are you really that stupid? 
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IŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜƎŀƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǿ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΚέ 

[Galatians 3:1-3 My Translation]. 

 

άh ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘ DŀƭŀǘƛŀƴǎΗ ²Ƙƻ Ƙŀǎ bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly 

portrayed as crucified? Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the 

law, or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun with the Spirit, are you now 

ending with ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜǎƘΚέ ώDŀƭŀǘƛŀƴǎ оΥм-3 RSV] 

 

²Ƙŀǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ƴȅ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ w{±Ωǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ w{± ƛǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƛƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ Lǘ ǳǎŜǎ άōŜǿƛǘŎƘŜŘέ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ άǎǇŜƭƭέ 

which can be taken ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ōǊŀƛƴǿŀǎƘƛƴƎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǎǇŜƭƭέ Ŧƛǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ 

the Middle Eastern mindset far more readily; as people of that period definitely believed in the 

supernatural and associated soul ties and curses which people could gain a spiritual hold over a 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΩ ƳƛƴŘΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ w{± ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ 

ōŜƛƴƎ άǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŜŘ ŀǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ L ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ά²ŀǎ ƴƻǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ǎƘƻǿƴΣ 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȅŜǎΣ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘέ. Perhaps it might at first seem I am splitting hairs 

here, but on deeper reflection I hope the reader can see the difference. Paul has been speaking 

about how the Galatians received the Spirit the first time around; in revelatory fashion. There is a 

sense that the Spirit became real in their experience, and what he seems to be implying here, is that 

they actually had a Spirit derived vision of Jesus dying on the cross to the inner spiritual eyes of their 

hearts. However, the RSV seems to down play this possible implication to the extent that it is not 

made clear enough to be assumed.  

 

Moreover, we may consider a translation of Ephesians 1:17 in the light of a broader analysis of the 

New Testament outlook on Revelation knowledge as a continuing dialogue which God has with us 

through the eyes and ears of our hearts; as the basis for the back ground noise of the epistemologies 

of the New Testament writers as they wrote by dialoguing with the God who speaks, in order to 

accurately record the things of God in Christ for our enrichment and guidance in salvation. I will start 

by considering a few translations of Ephesians 1:17; 

 

[1] NIV ς Ephesians 1:17 

 

άL ƪŜŜǇ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ Ƴŀȅ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ 

Spirit of wisdom and ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƪƴƻǿ ƘƛƳ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦέ 
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[2] Living Bible ς Ephesians 1:17 

 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŀƴƪƛƴƎ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ L ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅΣ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ DƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ 

glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give you wisdom to see clearly and really 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦέ 

 

[3] RSV ς Ephesians 1:17 

 

ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƎƭƻǊȅΣ Ƴŀȅ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ 

ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΣέ 

 

[4] Novum Testamentum Graece [Nestle-Aland] Ephesians 1:17 

 

άina o qeos tou kuriou hmwn Ihsou Cristou, o pathr ths doxhs, dwh umin pneuma s

ofias kai apokaluyews en epignwsei autou,έ 

 

[5] My Translation 

 

άLƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƎƭƻǊȅΣ Ƴŀȅ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ 

Spirit of wisdom and of an uncovering of the things of God which come by God given 

ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΦέ 

 

 

 

 

Translations Analysed 

 

In the case of the NIV the translator agrees with my translation regarding the use of the definite 

ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ άǘƘŜέ ǿƛǘƘ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
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ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎ ǎƻ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘέ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ άŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ w{±Φ ¢ƘŜ w{± ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ 

ǳǎŜ ƻŦ άǎǇƛǊƛǘέ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ώōŜƛƴƎ ǿƛǎŜϐ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊce of the being [i.e. God]. Hence 

the RSV down plays the role of an uncovering of the secret mysteries of God which can only come by 

divine communication and enabling rather than as a more obscure process of this so called essence 

ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ƎƛǾŜƴ άŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǿƛǎŘƻƳέΦ /ƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘŜ w{± ŘƻǿƴǇƭŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 

communicated knowledge which is not attainable by human reasoning. Clearly the Living Bible 

Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ w{±Ωǎ ƘŜǊƳŜƴŜǳǘƛŎǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜǎ άumin pneuma sofiasέ ώƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ άǘƻ ȅƻǳ ώǘƘŜϐ 

Spirit of wisdom] by: 

 

 ά¢ƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦέ 

 

¢ƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀȅǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ άǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 

unknown to our normal human reasoning processes without it being: 

 

A. Revealed supernaturally as an uncovered mystery of divine origins not attainable by human 

means at all, and 

B. That the mind of man needs to be supernaturally enabled to understand, accept and act on this 

knowledge by divine enabling rather than humanistic resources ï by which human beings try 

to live their lives self directing them individually.  

 

So far then we may argue that the NIV is closest to my sense of the translation as we both agree that 

the agent of the revelation is none other thŀƴ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘέ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴȅ ƻƭŘ άǎǇƛǊƛǘέ ƻŦ 

less definition or substance.  

 

²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ bL± ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǊǘǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άapokaluyewsέ ώƻŦ ŀ 

supernaturally uncovered mystery in Pauline terms, not attainable to the normal discovery 

processes of human reason]; the NIV parts company with my translation of this term by simply 

translating it as a genitive of relationship without highlighting the mystery implied in the word. 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊ άapokaluyewsέ ƛǎ ŀ ƎŜƴƛǘƛǾŜ ǎƛƴƎǳƭŀǊ future indicative participle which has a definite 

ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƳǇƭƛŜŘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎΩ ƳƻǊǇƘƻƭƻƎȅ ŜǘȅƳƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎŜƴƛǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ 

the derivative nature of something, in this case the derivation of the delivered wisdom given by the 

Spirit which brings about the intimate knowledge of the living Christ today as Christians know him in 

a two way relationship which is attained by the Spirit communicating with our spiritual eyes and ears 

[Ephesians 1:18]. Hence my translation, I believe, does highlight this more intimate type of relation-

al knowing relationship which comes by direct communication of the Holy Spirit with the human 

ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦ Lǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ wƻƳŀƴǎ уΥмсΥ 
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 άauto to pneuma summaturei tw pneumati hmwn oti esmen tenka qeou.έ 

 

This is to be literally translated: 

 

άLǘ ώƛǎϐ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ 

 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ άǎǇƛǊƛǘǎέ ǿƛǘƘ άǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘέ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜŎƛǇǊƻŎŀl 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŀǎ άǿƛǘƴŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘέ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ άǎǇƛǊƛǘέ ǘƻ 

ά{ǇƛǊƛǘέ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ άǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ 

1:26, 

 

άto musthrion to apokekrummenon apo Twn aiwnwn kai apo twn genew - nun de efan

erwqh tois agiois autou,έ 

 

This may be rendered literally, 

 

ά¢ƘŜ ώƘƛŘŘŜƴϐ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜǎ 

even away from the generations ς now but it has been completely made known to the holy 

ƻƴŜǎ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΦέ 

 

The sense of that which has been hidden in mystery is now available for all to understand who can 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ άǎǇƛǊƛǘǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ƴŀƴ 

cannot understand, but the man with ŀ ƴŜǿ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǳƴŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘ 

can attain in intimacy with God. Consider 1 Corinthians 2:6 ς 13, 

 

άSofian de laloumen en tois teleiois, sofian de ou tou aiwnos toutooude twn arco

ntwn tou aiwnos toutou twn katapyoumenwn, alla laloumen qeou sofian enmusth

riw thn apokekrummenhnm hn prowrisen o qeos pro twn aiwnwn eis doxan 
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   hmwn, hn oudeis twn arcontwn tou aiwnos toutou egnwken, ei gar egnwsan, ouk an 

ton kurion ths doxhs estaurwsan. alla kafws gegraptai, 

 

a ofqalmos ouk eiden kai ous ouk hkousen 

 kai epi kardian anqrwpou ouk anebh, 

a htoimasen o qeos tois agapwsin auton. 

 

hmin de apekaluyen o qeos dia tou pneumatos, to gar pneuma panta epauna, kai ta

 baqh tou qeou. tis gar oiden anqrwpwn ta tou anqrwpou ei mh to pneuma tou anqr

wpou to en autw; outws kai ta tou qeou oudeis egnwken ei mh to pneuma tou qeou. h

meis de ou to pneuma tou kosmou elabomen alla to pneuma to ek tou qeou, ina eidw

men ta upo tou qeou carisqenta hmin, a kai laloumen ouk en didaktois anqrwpinh

s sofias logois all en didaktois pneumatos, pneumatikois pneumatika 

sugkrinontes.έ 

 

This may be literally translated as, 

 

ά²ƛǎŘƻƳ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳously speaking among the mature, wisdom but not of the 

present age this not [is] of the rulers of the present age this the ones being doomed to pass 

away; but we are continuously speaking of God wisdom in [hidden] mystery the having been 

hidden, was completely predestined the [by] God before of the ages for glory ours, was no 

one of the rulers of the age this had known it at all; if for they had known it at all, not ever 

the Lord of the glory they had crucified. But just as it has been written and still applies today 

ώŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜϐΣέ 

 

  Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ŜȅŜ ƴƻǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ 

   Even upon heart of man not has perceived, 

  What has completely prepared in advance the God for those that love  

 ƘƛƳΦΩ 

 

ά¢ƻ ǳǎ ōǳǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳƴŎƻǾŜred [that was hidden] the God through of the Spirit; for the 

Spirit all things manifests, and the things deep of the God. Who for he knew a man the 
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things of the man if not the spirit of the man the [being] in him? Thus even things of the God 

no one knew if not the Spirit of the God. We but not the spirit of the world have received 

but the Spirit the out of [proceeding] of the God, in order that we might know things by of 

the God having been freely given to us; what even we are continuously speaking [as we hear 

it] not in teaching of human origin wisdom for words but in teaching [produced by] Spirit, for 

ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ώƳŀǘǘŜǊǎϐ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘΦέ 

 

Notice how Paul clearly identifies that it is only by the Spirit that revelation can come, and that those 

revelations which come by the Spirit can only be brought to life and interpreted by the Spirit of God. 

 

Clearly for Paul Revelation is based on an intimate relationship with Christ based on his continuous 

revelation to us, as the use of the present continuous ǘŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ άlaloumenέ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

continuity of the revelation knowledge attained is based on the continuity of the continuous power 

of the Christ of powerful revelation. Indeed in Galatians  3:3 he asks them, 

 

 άoutws anohtoi este, enapxamenoi pneumati nun sarki epiteleisqe;έ 

 

This may be literally translated, 

 

ά¢Ƙǳǎ ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜƎǳƴ ǿƛǘƘ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 

ŜƴŘΚέ 

 

tŀǳƭ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ IŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ 

revelation knowledge, and the power of the Christ to live in intimacy with him. We are to receive 

revelation knowledge in the future and today by the Holy Spirit [John 16:12]. We are also to live out 

of the passion of seeing what the Father is doing and saying just as Jesus our prototype did [John 

5:19,20]. The Spirit of Jesus is to still guide his people in all they do and say today [Acts 1:1,9; 2:17-

21; 16:6-10 etc]. 

 

Hence my translation of Ephesians 1:17, and indeed of Galatians 3:1-5 before that is supported by 

the broader context of Pauline, Lukan and Johannine epistemology. If we wish to derive a 

hermeneutic for interpretation of New Testament passages, and books then we need our 

epistemology to be derived a priori by the paradigms of the New Testament writers themselves as 

ǿŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǘȅƳƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ άapokaluyewsέ ώǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƴƻǘ ōȅ ƘǳƳŀƴ 
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ƳŜŀƴǎΣ ƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ƻǊ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ōȅ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƳŜŀƴǎϐ ōȅ ƘŜǊƳŜƴŜǳǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 

deriving the sense of the middle eastern mindset of the apostles of Christ and early Christians. The 

concept ƻŦ άǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ άƳȅǎǘŜǊȅέ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊ-testament-al period as 

much as they were of the first century Middle Eastern Jewish people, and Christ himself. Christ is 

uncovered by revelation knowledge to be the Son of God and Saviour of the World. Once again I will 

say that what I want to get across about my translation of Matthew is the need for a translation to 

reflect the revelatory nature of Jesus, and the apostle Matthew as he records the stories and words 

ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ōȅ ŦƭƻǿΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέ ώ!Ŏǘǎ мсΥс-10] who enables Matthew to structure his gospel 

ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎƭȅ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳƛƴƎ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ ώWƻƘƴ мсΥмнϐ 

through the eyes and ears of his heart [Ephesians 1:17, 18]. 

 

So once again I propose that there is a difference in my translation of verses like Ephesians 1:17 and 

other translations as demonstrated above. Here it is again, 

 

άLƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƎƭƻǊȅΣ Ƴŀȅ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ 

Spirit of wisdom and of an uncovering of the things of God which come by God given 

ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΦέ 

 

This does fly in the face of many translations which do play down the continuous dialoguing 

relationship God wishes to have Spirit to spirit with us. I hope this demonstrates to some extent that 

my translation is coming at the New Testament documents in translation from a different exegetical, 

hermeneutical and homiletic point of view when executing translation by the flow of the Spirit [John 

7:37 ς 39]. 

 

 

Moreover, many such observations could be detailed. I am not meaning in this process to down play 

ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ w{±Ωǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴŎŜ ƛŘŜŀƭǎΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ bL± ƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾƛƴƎ .ƛōƭŜΣ ŀǎ L ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ 

esteem, but rather I am trying to point out how this high ideal can be very much coloured by modern 

understanding and scientific epistemology in biblical linguistics which down plays the super natural. 

 

Hence the high ideal for my translation has been to open the eyes and ears of my heart to allow the 

Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƻ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΤ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎΩ ƛƴǘǳƛǘƛǾŜƭȅ ōŀǎŜŘ 

background noise to bring it out in this translation. 

  

It must also be noted that the many translations of the Bible fall into three categories; 
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1. There are three basic types of translationsτ(1) Literal (formally equivalent) translations, (2) 
Idiomatic (functionally equivalent) translations, and (3) Periphrastic (Free) translations: 
 
ω [ƛǘŜǊŀƭ όŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘύ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘe English translation as close as possible to 
the form of the Hebrew or Greek words and grammatical order. Often literal translations 
render Hebrew and Greek into English that is otherwise never written or spoken that wayτ
like translating Spanish "casa BlaƴŎŀϦ ƻǊ CǊŜƴŎƘ ϦƳŀǎƻƴ ōƭŀƴŎƘŜϦ ŀǎ άŀ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿƘƛǘŜΦέ [ƛǘŜǊŀƭ 
translations are useful for study in that they give the reader a view of what the Hebrew or 
DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜΥ ¸ƻǳƴƎΩǎ [ƛǘŜǊŀƭ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ м /ƻǊΦ рΥм ά²ƘƻǊŜŘƻƳ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ 
heard of among you, and such whoredom as is not even named among the nations τ as 
ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƘŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΗέ 
 Examples: KJV, NKJV, NASB, RSV, NRSV, ESV, NET  
 
ω LŘƛƻƳŀǘƛŎ όŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘύ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ IŜōǊŜǿ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
phrases with equivalent phrases in English in such a way as to represent the normal way of 
saying the same thing in Englishτlike translating Spanish casa Blanca or French maison 
ōƭŀƴŎƘŜ ŀǎ άŀ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜέΥ bL± м /ƻǊΦ рΥм άLǘ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎŜȄual 
immorality among you, and of a kind that does not occur even among pagans: A man has his 
ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΦέ 
 Examples: NIV, NAB, GNB, CEV, JB, NJB  
 
ω tŜǊƛǇƘǊŀǎǘƛŎ όCǊŜŜύ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŜǎǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ŀƴŘ 
Greek texts but try to represent the same general ideas in English with a freedom of adding 
as many English words as needed to get the intended meaning acrossτlike translating 
{ǇŀƴƛǎƘ Ŏŀǎŀ .ƭŀƴŎŀ ƻǊ CǊŜƴŎƘ Ƴŀƛǎƻƴ ōƭŀƴŎƘŜ ŀǎ άǘƘŀǘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƛǘŜ 
exterioǊΦέ ! ǇŜǊƛǇƘǊŀǎǘƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ άǇǳǘ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳǘƘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 
Hebrew or Greek text, and can be highly interpretive. But they often act like commentaries 
and can get at the heart of what the Hebrew or Greek text is really trying to say with fresh, 
ǾƛǾƛŘ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǿƻǊŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘΥ ..9 м /ƻǊΦ рΥм άLǘ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ 
that there is among you a sin of the flesh, such as is not seen even among the Gentiles, that 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ Ƙŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΦέ 
 NEB, NLT, The Message, Amplified Bible. 

 

 

What I hope the reader will take from the above is the importance of approaching Scripture in the 

light of revelation knowledge even when it is translated. It is so easy for our scientific age to impose 

ƛǘǎΩ ŜƳǇƛǊƛŎŀƭ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎy on to Scripture, and even translation to the extent that it colours how 

much of the world view of the Middle Eastern Jesus and his Apostles came from.  
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Chapter 5 The Epistemology of the Lamad Approach to Biblical Interpretation 
 

 

Interpretation is an action which our brains undertake every moment of every day. God has 

ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΦ Lƴ .ƛōƭƛŎŀƭ LƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ άIƻǿ 

do we come to really understand what God meant in the past to the original readers and 

Means ǘƻŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΚέ 

 

This may seem like an easy question to resolve, but it is true to say that it has had a long 

history of scholarly discussion surrounding it. Some of the key views which people have 

taken are as follows: 

 

A. That the original meanings of Scriptural passages can only be understood if we look at 
what they would have meant to the original readers, and for those to whom certain 
recorded events happened. Once we understand this then we can make the right 
interpretation and application of passages to our lives today. 

B. That the meaning of Scripture for today is more important that what it once meant to 
the people of God when it was originally recorded. 

C. That it is impossible to know what it meant to original readers as most of the stories and 
events are mythological. 

D. That the Holy Spirit will give us insight by revelation into what the Scripture meant for 
original readers and for us today. That it is the meanings and applications which he 
confirms in our hearts, and by the objective standard of Scripture that we come to know 
the true meaning for us today. 

 

/ƭŜŀǊƭȅ ά!έ ŀƴŘ ά.έ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŀƭ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘǿƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ ά!έ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ 

simply study Scripture as if it were a text book looking for meaning. Surely the best cipher for 

understanding it will be to make sure that what we think it means agrees with what the Bible writers 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǘΦ {ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƛǎ ǎƻƭƛŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ōǳǘ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ά!έ ƻǊ ά.έ ǎŀȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŦŀƛǘƘ 

of the Christian who is seeking a relationship with God. Any one can read the Bible and approach it 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ά!Σ .Σ ƻǊ /έ ŀōƻǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛōƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

epistemologies using our own reason and our own abilities to interpret Scripture as we think it 

should be interpreted. 

 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ά5έ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ н ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ оΥмс 

ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ άDƻŘ-ōǊŜŀǘƘŜŘέΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘǊough a revelation process which can only 

come to life and have meaning for the Christian if the Holy Spirit breaths meaning and life into those 

ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΦ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǘǊǳǘƘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴŜŘέ ώŦǘϐΤ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ 
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when God speaks those words to life by his living dialoguing Spirit working in our hearts. The Bible 

ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǎǘǳŘȅέ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ Ƙƻǿ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ώwŜŦΦ 

±ƛǊƪƭŜǊϐΦ wŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǘ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άaŜŘƛǘŀǘŜέ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ƳŜŀƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘings in the Scriptural world 

ǾƛŜǿΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ōȅ DƻŘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǳǎ άǘƘŜ 

{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƳέ ώ9ǇƘΦ мΥмтΣмуϐΦ {ƻ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǇƻƴŘŜǊ 

Scripture we seek to listen to the God who speaks to our hearts and minds through his life giving 

Spirit which brings his words to life in our hearts as we meditate on it by his guidance. So this type of 

pondering approach to Scripture meditation is based on a living two way dialoguing relationship with 

God through his Spirit who lives in our hearts. We get to dialogue with God as we consider his living 

άDƻŘ-ōǊŜŀǘƘŜŘέ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ 

 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ IŜōǊŜǿ ǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ǿƻǊŘ ά5!.!wέ 

which can mean two things: 

 

1. Spoken words 
2. A thing 

 

Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǿƘŜƴ DƻŘ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǎǇƻƴǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 

more than just words, but living words ς if you like ς ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΤ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

same forever [Hebrews 13:8]. So whenever we reflect on the canonical words of Scripture they are 

alive ς ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ άǎǇƻƪŜƴ ŦƻǊǘƘέ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ 

engage with these words of Scripture the Holy Spirit spring boards through these words their 

meanings into our current context and situations. God speaks because his words are still speaking 

and his Spirit dialogues with our spirits concerning what God wants to say to us today [Romans 8:12 

ς 16 & 26]! 

 

When the New Testament uses Scripture, or reports something God or Jesus says the Greek word 

ǳǎŜŘ ƛǎ άwI9a!έ ς which does not simply mean a written word, but a spoken forth word or words 

ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦ {ƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǎƘŀǊǇŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ŜŘƎŜŘ ǎǿƻǊŘ ƴƻǿ 

today as the Holy Spirit continues to breath his meanings into our hearts as we read them and 

dialogue with him [Hebrews 4:12,13]. 

 

This all fits together perfectly with the way that Jesus received revelation knowledge; what I mean 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜέ ƛǎ ŀ ƪƴowledge which is revealed to our hearts as we read 

{ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǊƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƻǊ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 

possible to study for ourselves without sensing Scripture as a kind of dead word, but rather we need 

to poƴŘŜǊ ƛǘ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ς and indeed when we approach it in this way we will open 

up the door in our hearts to listen to the God who is still speaking to us today. The word 
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άwŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ ƛǘ ǎŜƭŦ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ DƻŘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ not available to any man or 

woman unless he reveals it or it remains hidden from our hearts and minds [Ephesians 1:16 ς 18 & 2 

Timothy 3:16]. So there is only one way to read Scripture as a Christian if we are to do justice to it as 

the word of God ς to do ǎƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜǇƛǎǘŜƳƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƘƻ 

ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƛǾŜ ƴƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƎǊŜŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άDƻŘ-ōǊŜŀǘƘŜŘέ ǿƻǊŘǎ 

of Scripture exactly. Indeed any Spirit who does not agree with the words of Scripture is weighed 

and found not to be of God. Hence Scripture is the blueprint by which The Spirit speaking in our 

hearts is tested, and when the Spirit in our hearts agrees with Scripture then we can be sure it is the 

{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩΦ WŜǎǳǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƛŘ what he saw the Father doing and saying and nothing else ς this came 

out of revelation knowledge for him just as it is to for us as we ponder the Word of God. 

 

¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘǎ ōŜƭƻǿ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΦ 
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Study 

(Greek/Western) 

ñApplication of the mental faculties 

to the acquisition of knowledge.ò 

(Webster) 

 

Study (My use of one part of one hemisphere of my brain) 

1. Is nowhere endorsed in Scripture (II Tim. 2:15 is a miss-translation in the KJV Bible). 

2. Is self in action (Humanism - a false god). 
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3. Is self using reason (Rationalism - a false god)? 

4. Results in wisdom from below - earthly, natural, demonic (Jas. 3:15). For example, reason 

caused Peter to be at odds with the purposes of God (Jn. 18:10,11). 

 

Study violates the following biblical principles: 

1. Gal. 2:20 - I resurrect self, which no longer lives. 

2. Rom. 12:1 - I am using my faculties rather than presenting them to God to use. 

3. Is. 1:18 ï Iôm reasoning, rather than reasoning together with God. 

4. Gen. 3:5 ï Iôve fallen prey to the temptation of the Garden of Eden that ñI can know good 

and evil.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Whole Brain Revelation Meditation & Biblical Interpretation 

 

P
a

g
e5

1
 

 

 

Meditation 

 

(Hebrew/Lamad) 

ñTo murmur; to converse with oneself, and hence aloud; speak; talk; babbling; 

communication; mutter; roar; mourn; a murmuring sound; i.e. a musical notation; 

to study; to ponder; revolve in the mind; imagine; pray; prayer; reflection; devotion.ò 

(Strongôs Exhaustive Concordance*) 

 

 

Meditation (Godôs use of every part of both hemispheres of my brain as He 

fills and flows out through my heart by His Spirit) 

1. Is endorsed 18 times in the KJV Bible. 
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2. Is God in action within the individual? 

3. Is God granting revelation through the heart and mind which has been yielded to Him? 

4. Results in wisdom from above - pure, peaceable, gentle (Jas. 3:17). 

 

Meditation applies the following biblical principles: 

1. Gal. 2:20 - I let Christ live through me. 

2. Rom. 12:1 - I am yielding my outer faculties to the indwelling Spirit (i.e. to ñflowò - Jn. 

7:38). 

3. Is. 11:2 - When reasoning together with God, I receive a spirit of wisdom and 

understanding and knowledge. 

4. Jn. 5:19,20,30 ï Iôm living as Jesus did, out of divine initiative, doing what I see and hear 

my Father doing. 

 

*Old Testament numbers: 1897, 1900, 1901, 1902, 7878, 7879, 7881; New Testament numbers: 3191, 4304 

[Used by kind permission Dr. Mark Virkler ς President CLU] 

 

As we can clearly see from the above that the mind God has given us is made up of two 

hemispheres. One, our right brain, deals with the intuitive and Spontaneous, the other, our left brain 

ŘŜŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ƭƻƎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǇƻƴŘŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ 

use our whole brain in whole brain meditation. He does not limit us to reason, logic and study, but 

rather to every aspect of the ways God has made us to function. So central to the thesis of this short 

ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǿƘƻƭŜ ōǊŀƛƴ ƳŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ Ŧƭƻǿǎ 

through our hearts giving us RHEMA and Vision. 

 

So as you meditate on the exercises in this book I encourage you to use whole brain meditation, and 

ask God to give you his interpretations and meanings which he wants you to be guided by and to live 

by as you listen to the God who speaks. It is important to utilise whole brain meditation rather than 

just rationalism and study. I am outlining how modern views on biblical interpretation can work 

together with whole brain revelation knowledge meditation. It is my hope that the reader will 

experience a paradigm shift away from rationalism to revelation knowledge based epistemology of 

how they go about biblical interpretation. I hope that we all may come to allow God to speak to us 

as he interprets his messages found in Scripture into our current real living heart contexts. And let us 

bŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ Řŀȅ ŘƛŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅ 

have live from God, and to actually be children of the Devil [John 8:44]. 
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1] In a group of three reflect on what you have read above and note below what spoke to your 

hearts. 

 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 

[2] Individually use one of the things that spoke to you above and ask God what he wants to say to 

ȅƻǳ ŀōƻǳǘΦ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ōŜƭƻǿ ǳǘƛƭƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ƪŜȅǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ 

 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

[3] Get back into your group and spend time praying and praising God together for what he has 

revealed. 



Whole Brain Revelation Meditation & Biblical Interpretation 

 

P
a

g
e5

4
 

Chapter 6 Developing Whole Brain Revelation Based Meditation When Seeking the Interpretation 

of Scripture 

1.  Approaches to Biblical Interpretation 

In the following pages we will start to develop a whole brain approach to biblical interpretation. We 

will be drawing on the New Testament considerably as well as the Old Testament. It is recognised 

that this broader discussion of Revelation based whole brain meditation on the meaning of Scripture 

is being outlined in the light of the Pentateuch. It is important for the reader to understand the 

broader picture of the many rich ways that he or she may approach Bible meditation. At the end of 

the various pieces of material I will demonstrate to the reader how whole brained meditation works 

for me when I reflect on the Pentateuch. I have done this in two ways: 

 

1. I will give an example of how this works for me as I seek revelation. 

2. Then my reflective comments which came to me when I meditated on the Pentateuch will 

be outlined for the reader. 

3.  

It must be noted that the reader is encouraged to utilise whole brain meditation when seeking to 

understand Scripture ς so there will be one special exercise at the end of each of the five books of 

the Pentateuch so that the reader may practice whole brain meditation. 

 

These approaches to biblical interpretation must not be taken as rigid formulas to follow, but rather 

to learn from as they can inform the way we approach our understanding of Scripture. I usually focus 

on Scripture letting the Holy Spirit quicken the truths to my heart and mind as he wishes. Often he 

also reminds me of an idea which arises from one of these approaches which help me to further 

understand the passage. I seek to do all of this by the flow of the Holy Spirit as he pours out his 

revelations to my heart from Scripture. Scripture is always the means to be utilised to test all 

revelation knowledge by. This is how we seek to test the source of the spirit behind the revelation. 

This is why the section above on discerning the spirits is vital to consider. There are some other 

safeguards to have in place as well. These may be expressed as safe guards; 

 

The five safe guards may be expressed in the following way: 

 

A. That you are a born again Christian with a relationship with Jesus Christ, having 

repented of all known sins, and having trust in him, and obedient to him as your 

master and Lord. 

B. That the Bible is the sole standard for testing all experiences, ideas and spiritual 

phenomenon against. 
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C. That you are committed to getting to know God through meditation on 

Scripture. 

D. That you submit your will to the Will of God in everything as it is revealed to you. 

E. That you have 2 or 3 spiritual advisors who you trust as good friends that you 

can share your journaling and spiritual growth experiences with ς particularly 

when big decisions are involved. 

 

 

As Christian Bible readers seeking revelation interpretation we need to utilise these safeguards. This 

will become quickly evident as we further discuss biblical interpretation. 

 

      *  *  *  *  

 

Now that the reader has gone through the sessions above it is my suggestion that you utilise the 

ŦƻǳǊ ƪŜȅǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ōŜƭƻǿΦ {ƻ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ 

section of what follows their will be reflective exercises so you can ask God what he wants to 

teach from these approaches and how they can be utilised using full brain revelation based 

ƳŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭƻǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 

your hearts. Once we have gone through this process I will demonstrate using my experience of 

whole brain meditation to focus on a passage of Scripture. I hope to demonstrate how the Holy 

Spirit can and does utilise insights which scholars have derived in a wholly different paradigm that 

what has often been for these scholars a wholly academic exercise. 

 

 *  *  *  *  

 

There are numerous approaches to biblical interpretation and they are all driven by philosophical 

predisposition. So here are the basic approaches which have been practiced in the history of the 

church: 

 

[A] Allegorical interpretation. Philo of Alexandria, a Jewish theologian, of the first century AD 

employed an allegorical approach to interpreting scripture. He was strongly influenced by Plato, and 

he tried to redefine many scriptures in the light of the platonic world view. For instance he was 

ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά[hDh{έ ώDǊŜŜƪ ŦƻǊ ά²ƻǊŘέϐΦ IŜ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ƴŜǿ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ hƭŘ 

¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά²ƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘέΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ tƭŀǘƻΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ά[hDh{έ - being in essence the so caƭƭŜŘ άǊŜŀǎƻƴ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎέΦ 

Rather than taking a literal interpretation of scriptures he allegorically interpreted them, fashioning 

them into something which fitted better with his new Platonic philosophical world view. The 
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weakness wƛǘƘ tƘƛƭƻΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ōȅ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘ 

ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ {ƻ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ άIŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [hw5έ ώLǎŀΦ мΥмлϐΣ 

we understand it to literally mean this is what God wants to communicate to us. For Philo, in certain 

ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά²ƻǊŘέΣ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ 

ά²ƻǊŘέ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΤ ƛǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǊŜƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ 

reality all of its own -  almost becoming a living being or principle. So Philo was reading into scripture 

what he wanted it to say [eisegesis], rather than reading out of it [exegesis] what it was really saying. 

He was putting his own philosophical preconceptions first, rather than listening carefully to what 

scripture was saying. 

 

[B] If we look at how Jesus interpreted Old Testament Scripture we find that he does it in a wholly 

new way, which shows real authority. No other person in history has ever had the God given right to 

pronounce new teachings into existence as Jesus had [Mt. 7:28,29]. So in the case of Matthew 5:21 

ϧ нн ƘŜ ǊŜŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ά¢Ƙƻǳ ǎƘŀƭǘ ƴƻǘ ƪƛƭƭέ ōȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΤ ŜǾŜƴ ŀƴ ŀƴƎǊȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊŜƳŜŘƛǘŀǘŜǎ 

ƳǳǊŘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƴΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƎain how Jesus pointed to the fulfilment 

ƻŦ ŀƭƭ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ώaǘΦ мΥннΤ нΥсΤ нΥмуϐ ŜǘŎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ 

ƭƛŦŜΣ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƘŜǊƳŜƴŜǳǘƛŎ ώƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴϐ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ 

Old Testament. We read it in the light of Jesus as fulfilment. If you like we see how the old tells the 

story of redemption again and again as it points forward to Jesus the culmination of history. Hence 

when we interpret the Old Testament [OT] it is always important to look at it in the light of the 

hermeneutic which Jesus fulfils in it. For instance the suffering servant of Isaiah 53 is still interpreted 

to this day by Jewish theologians as the whole people of Israel. However, the apostles, guided by the 

Spirit of WŜǎǳǎΣ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άǎŜǊǾŀƴǘέ ŀǎ WŜǎǳǎ ώ!Ŏǘǎ уΥнс ς 40]. Moreover, Jesus introduces new 

teachings as the authoritative Son of God [John 14 ς 17]. 

 

Lƴ ŦŀŎǘ ƛƴ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΤ ƘŜ ǎǳǊǇŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

temple [John 2]. He is the true bread of God [John 6] etc. So what we are saying here is that Jesus 

has authority to give new teaching, and to interpret and amplify old teaching from the O T. His 

teaching is always true to the deeper meanings of the O T scriptures, but where things seem less 

than obvious, in what the O T means in the light of Jesus, we are best recommended to cautiously 

interpret them in the light of Jesus hermeneutical standard [this standard is further discussed 

below]. Jesus is the supreme guide in our understanding of scripture. 

 

²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ tƘƛƭƻΩǎ ŀƭƭŜƎƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǘƛŎƪǎ ƻǳǘ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅΣ tƘƛƭƻ 

ǿŀǎ ōǳǘ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅΤ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ 

give real meaning and interpretation [John 8:48 ς 58]. 

 

[C] The core of Jesus theology demonstrated a number of important things: 




