
1Creative Problem Solving© 2012  Lamad Curriculum Developers, LLC

LEA 201 - 3 credits 

Creative Problem Solving

Course Description: •     Describe the constellation method and use it to rep-
 re sent a problem and the creative objective clearly.

•     Name habits and routines in your everyday life that 
hamper your creativity.

•     Name the self-defeating mechanisms that can get in 
your way in group problem-solving situations.

•     Describe the categories technique to organize your 
thinking when brainstorming.

•     Name the four types of solutions that relate to the 
criteria for a successful solution.

•     Describe the two-phase model of creative prob lem-
solving to arrive at the best solution.

•     Describe the diff erence between a problem and its 
surrounding context.

•     Describe the three phases of the idea-development 
process.

•     Describe the two phases of a good action plan.

•     List techniques you can use to gain support for your 
problem-solving ideas.

•     List the two advantages to group creativity.

•     List the four main obstacles to group creativity.

•     List the guidelines to follow to avoid obstacles to 
group activity.

•     Describe the diff erences and advantages of the sin gle 
group and the panel system for group problem-solv-
 ing.

•     List the three ways to keep your creativity in shape.

•     List at least three imaginative techniques that can be 
used to practice creativity.

•     List at least four strategies for maintaining peace of 
mind and inner stillness.

•     List the four keys to hearing God’s voice.

•     List the four rules of brainstorming.

Spirit-born creativity is no accident; it requires pur pose ful 
activity. # is study will open the doors of your un der -
stand ing so that the creativity of God can fl ow through 
you continuously in ways such as you may have only 
dreamed. You will examine step by step how God progres-
sively fi lls each of the senses of your spir it with Himself, 
until His creative miracle is released into the natural 
realm.

Objectives:

Academic:
As a result of the course, you will:

•     List and discuss the four possible sources (stanc es) of 
creativity.

•     List the fi ve senses of the spirit.

•     Discuss the process of creativity from inception to ful-
fi llment, describing how God fi lls each of the sens es 
of the spirit to accomplish His purposes.

•     Describe the two elements that combine to form the 
concept of the creative problem-solving process.

•     Describe how creativity is something that can be 
developed and enhanced by using problem-solving 
techniques.

•     Describe how “Why?” statements help you in ves ti gate 
a problem.

•     Name and address the manageable elements in a com-
plex problem.

•     List and describe three types of fact-fi nding skills.

•     Describe the diff erence between vertical and lateral 
thinking and use both modes of thinking in prob lem 
solving.

•     Explain the technique of discrepancy analysis to 
prob lem situations and target causes of per for mance 
de vi a tion.
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•     List at least four activities during which it would be 
appropriate and benefi cial to present the eyes of your 
heart to the Lord, expecting Him to give you a su per -
nat u ral vision.

•     Discuss the three tests for determining the source of a 
vision.

•     Discuss the relationship between the setting of the 
will and the confession of the mouth.

•     Discuss the relationship between “spirit emo tions” 
and action.

•     Discuss the concept of “death of a vision”.

Attitudinal:
As a result of your application of the truths you learn in 
this course, you may recognize certain changes tak ing 
place in your attitudes, adjusting them to the fol low ing:

•     You will recognize the creative process at work in you, 
for good and for evil.

•     You will see yourself as a creative individual be cause 
the Creator lives within you.

•     You will have confi dence in your ability to fi nd cre-
 ative solutions to whatever problem you face.

•     You will have confi dence that every problem can be 
solved because you will break it into man age able ele-
ments.

•     You will recognize the positive and negative in fl u -
enc es on your creativity. 

•     You will desire to replace the habits and routines that 
hamper your creativity with ones that will en cour age 
it.

•     You will honor the input of others in your prob lem-
solving endeavors.

•     You will recognize your own areas of creative pro fi  -
cien cy and experience.

•     You will desire to move beyond your own human 
creativity and tap into the creative power of God.

•     You will recognize that God is at work even in the 
times of “waiting” and will hold fast your faith during 
those times.

•     You will long to constantly be incubating a word from 
the Lord.

•     You will recognize that God is the Source of all cre-
 ativ i ty and give Him all the glory.

Standards for 

Grading As sign ments

As indicated below, “C” or 2.0 level work is 
con sid ered average. Leaders are not average 

people. You are there fore expected (required) 
to put forth the eff  ort necessary to demonstrate 
at least “B” (3.0) level work or higher on all as-
 sign ments which you submit. Any which do not 
will be returned to you with input from your 
instructor on how you can raise your grade to the 
ex pect ed level. A course grade will not be giv en 

until your assignments demonstrate that you 

have un der stood the ma te ri al presented in 

the course and al lowed your life to be trans-

 formed by the Spirit and the Word studied 
— the requirements for at tain ing a “B”.

Your individual assignments (notebooks, tests, 
re ports) will be graded according to the fol low ing 
standards. # ese grades will be averaged together 
to determine your course grade. Re mem ber, we 
are training leaders and leaders are above-aver-
age people. Your work will refl ect that.

“D”    •  Indicates barely passing work that is  
inferior to the average both in quantity  
and in quality.

          •  Manifests a lack of initiative or sense of 
responsibility or both.

“C”     •  Average work; either steady work of an
acceptable quality, or work of a high  
quality which is un even, irregular or  
fragmentary.

          •  May be mechanically or outwardly cor-
 rect but shows little refl ection upon or 
per son al assimilation of the material. 

“B”     •  Intelligently has fulfi lled the re quire ments  
of this course.

          •  Understands the subject matter presented  
and has ap plied it to his life in a limited  
manner but has not really made the truths  
his own.

“A”     •  Grasped the material with thoroughness,  
industry and correctness of detail. 

          •  Made the material his own by thinking  
about it and integrating it, using 
originality, natural ability, and insight.
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Behavioral:
If you apply the teaching of this course to your life, you 
will be changed. Some of these changes will be as follows:

•     You will actively encourage and cooperate with the 
creative processes initiated by God, and ac tive ly re sist 
the process of creating in the negative.

•     You will formulate clear, concise, and useful prob lem 
statements for diffi  culties you face.

•     You will resist the self-defeating mechanisms that get 
in the way of individual and group problem-solv ing.

•     You will list the positive and negative infl uences on 
your creativity.

•     You will work with the positive and resist the neg a tive 
infl uences you discover.

•     You will list the costs and benefi ts of each step of your 
problem-solving plans.

•     You will appropriately solicit support for your prob-
 lem-solving ideas.

•     You will use group problem-solving techniques when-
 ev er it is appropriate and benefi cial.

•     You will use the problem-solving skills you have ac-
quired to more eff ectively deal with problem areas in 
your life.

•     You will not be satisfi ed with man’s solutions but will 
seek out other people who will join with you in dis-
 cov er ing God’s creative solutions.

•     You will resist the temptation to “help” God and thus 
produce an “Ishmael”, but will instead rest in His 
power, timing, and love.

•     You will give God all the glory for what He ac com -
plish es through you.

Texts:

Spirit Born Creativity by Mark and Patti Virkler

“Mountain-Moving Faith” CD/DVD by Mark Virkler

Creative Problem Solving CDs and workbook by An-
drew E. Schwartz

Course Requirements:

    1.  Listen to all assigned CDs/DVDs or attend all 
class ses sions.

    2.  Completely read Spirit Born Creativity by Mark 
and Patti Virkler.

    3.  Complete all exercises in Spirit Born Creativity.

    4.  Completely read Creative Problem Solving by 
Andrew Schwartz.

    5.  Complete all exercises in Creative Problem Solv-

 ing.

    6.  Earn at least a “B” on all tests.

    7.  Submit a paper documenting your use of the 
skills you learn in this course as you apply them to a 
prob lem or problems that you face. 

Concisely defi ne the problem. State the prob lem-
solving technique(s) you applied to the problem and 
discuss exactly what you did. Describe the outcome, 
any successes, or per ceived failures. What did you 
learn from this experience? Are there things you 
would do diff erently in a similar sit u a tion in the 
future? Are there aspects that you were particularly 
pleased with? 

# is paper is to be a minimum of four type-written 
pages and is due in your fi nal lesson.
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Course Schedule

Lesson 1

Subjects to be explored:

Creativity: A By-Product of Intimacy

God Has Made Man Creative

Overview of the Five Senses of Man’s Spirit

Related Objectives:

•     You will list and discuss the four possible sources of 
creativity.

•     You will list the fi ve senses of the spirit.

•     You will discuss the process of creativity from incep-
tion to fulfi llment, describing how God fi lls each of 
the senses of the spirit to accomplish His pur pos es.

•     You will recognize the creative process at work in you, 
for good and for evil.

•     You will see yourself as a creative individual because 
the Creator lives within you.

•     You will have confi dence in your ability to fi nd cre-
 ative solutions to whatever problem you face.

•     You will actively encourage and cooperate with the 
creative processes initiated by God, and actively re sist 
the process of creating in the negative.

Assignment to be completed:

Listen to or watch “Mountain-Moving Faith” by Mark 
Virkler.

Read the Introduction and Chapters 1 - 3 of Spirit Born 

Creativity, answering all personal ap pli ca tion ques-
tions either in the book or in a separate notebook. Note: 
# is book and CD form the spir i tu al foundation for this 
course. # ey present the pro cess of creativity as it should 
be used by the Christian — out of the ini tia tive and in the 
power of the Lord. # e other text which you will be study-
ing for the next eight weeks, Creative Problem Solving, 
teaches from a human perspective. It is benefi cial in help-
ing you get in touch with the cre ative abilities you have as 
one who is made in the image of the Creator. As you study 
Cre ative Problem Solving, try to see how each les son fi ts 
into the cre ativ i ty par a digm presented in this Lesson from 
Spirit Born Cre ativ i ty. After com plet ing Creative Prob-

 lem Solv ing, we will return to Spirit Born Cre ativ i ty and 
fi nish the process by learn ing how to live in communion 
with God and reach our creative potential.

Take the Pre-Test on pages xi - vii of Creative Prob lem 

Solving and submit it to your instructor, not to the ad-
dress indicated on page xi. # is test is only for your infor-
mation and to motivate you about the course. # is grade 
will not be included toward your fi nal grade.

Complete and correct Self-Test One.


